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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF ANN ROYALL, 

1769-1854. 

By miss SARAH HARVEY PORTER. 
(Read before the Society, March 12, 1906.) 

In overflowing measure, ridicule, injustice and villi- 
fying persecution were poured upon Ann Royall while 
she yet walked on earth— the most widely known woman 
of her day and country. Dead, she has been long for- 
gotten. Nine readers out of ten, seeing her name in 
l)rint, will ask, **Who was Ann Royall?" 

Even in the city of Washington, the scene of her 
greatest and longest activity, Mrs. Royall is thought of, 
by the few who think of her at all, as a shrill-tongued 
old infidel, beggar and blackmailer who, convicted by 
jury of being a common scold, narrowly escaj^ed an 
official ducking in the Potomac River. This unj^leas- 
iug ])icture of Ann Royall, along with a mythical ^tory 
that she was for years a cai)tive among Indians, is i)re- 
served in several more or less gossipy contributions 
to AVashiiigtoniana and from them has been copied, 
almost word for word, by the biograi)hical dictionaries 
and encyclopaedias. 

The results of a voar's research into the facts of Mrs. 
Royall's long and adventurous life, supplemented by 
careful reading of her ten volumes of ** Travels in the 
United States" and the files of her weekly newsj^^ai^ers 
l)u])lished for a quarter of a century in this city, seem 
to show that the woman was reallv far less black than 
she has been painted. 

Ann Royall, however, is not a figure of historic 

national importance. Neither do her writings i)ossess 
I I 
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suflBcient intrinsic merif to rank as literature. Never- 
theless, there are good reasons why the dust of oblivion 
and prejudice should be blown from her tomb. In the 
first place, justice is due her. It is never too late to 
right a wrong, where biography is concerned. Ann 
Royall's lifespan stretched from George the Third to 
the political rise of Abraham Lincoln. Her personal 
history is more closely intertwined with, and more 
analogous to, the growth of our republic than that of 
any other woman of whom record is preserved. Her 
courage deserves remembrance. At a time when a 
narrow, and now obsolete, theology reigned almost su- 
preme in the United States, Ann Royall dared to think 
her own thoughts and proclaim them from the house- 
tops—often, it must be confessed, in ungentle words. 
In regard to Calvinistic dogmas she stood exactly 
where the churches that condemned her stand them- 
selves to-dav. Mrs. Rovall was an observ^ant traveler. 
She visited every city, town and village of importance 
in the United States of her day. Her recorded impres- 
sions and descriptions of her journeyings are of consid- 
erable sociological interest to the student of American 
culture-history. She was a pioneer woman-journalist. 
During thirty years, it is safe to say, there was not a 
famous man or woman in the country whom she did not 
interview. Many of her clever pen-i)ortraits of noted 
Americans are of extreme historical value. During 
the long Jacksonian era she was a force. Against that 
shadowy anny, the alleged secret church and state 
party, she wielded her free-lance with suj^erb courage 
and telling effect. She materially aided the cause of 
free-masonry. In short, Ann Royall's life, in i>ersonal 
desire, thought and effort, made for race-advancement. 
Why, then, the (juestion is quickly asked, has Ann 
Royall been forgotten!— the implication of the query 
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being that the world remembers everybody worth 
remembering. The world does no such thing. For 
instance, the world has quite forgotten Hubert Languet, 
the man who made Sir Philip Sidney what he became 
—the ideal answering to the word ** gentleman ' ' wher- 
ever the English language is spoken. Yet, not oftener 
than once in a century is a mind like that of Hubert 
Languet embodied on this planet. Even at its calmest, 
the world is always in a hurry. When great social and 
political changes come tumbling over each other many 
men and women worthy of remembrance go under and 
never reappear upon the sea of popular thought. The 
cataclysm of the civil war in our own country buried 
hundreds of able thinkers and doers, many of them 
persons of far greater importance than Ann Royall. 
Furthermore, the causes for which Mrs. Royall worked 
—sound money, Sunday mail transportation, states 
rights and the like,— were not soul-compelling. They 
appealed to reason and common-sense rather than to 
the emotions. It was Mrs. Royall 's misfortune not to 
live in Boston. New England always remembers her 
minor as well as her major prophets— those that she 
stoned, no less than those she received gladly. Wash- 
ington, on the other hand, has been until very recently 
a city of shifting population. Each administration 
brought in its own celebrities. The old ones, especially 
the shabby old ones, like Ann Royall, were soon lost 
to sight. Not until the fonnation of the Columbia 
Historical Society did either Washington city, or the 
country at large, realize what a mine of wealth, infor- 
mation relating to every phase of American develop- 
ment, lay at the national capital waiting to be worked. 
But after all, the main reason why Ann Royall should 
be resurrected is the fact that, although long entombed, 
she is still very much alive. To speak in the vemacu- 
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lar, she is very good fun. Her personality is so strong, 
her turns of speech are so unexpected, her common- 
sense is so refreshing and her ability, in controversy, 
to hit the nail on the head is so unfailing that any 
reader with the slightest sense of humor must find her 
decidedly entertaining. 

To her pioneer childhood may be traced, in large 
part, that fearless, outspoken independence which 
raised many enemies against Ann Newport Royall. 
For a long time in the history of our country the term 
**west" was very loosely used to denote the entire 
region lying beyond the Allegheny mountains and 
extending from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico. The 
men and women who i^ushed forward from the older 
settlements into this so-called ** western'' wilderness 
sought neither gold, nor silver nor the establishment 
of any one fonn of religious faith. Their sole object 
was to secure that blessing most highly j^^rized in all 
ages by the Anglo-Saxon heart— a private home. Out 
of the home, through common privation, danger and 
neighborly cooi^eration, civic ethics was born. 

From Maryland, about the year 1772, went forth a 
man called William Newi^ort accompanied by his wife, 
Mary, and two little daughters. The elder daughter, 
named Ann for the English Queen, Anne, was then 
three years old. Ann New]:>ort was born in Maryland, 
June 11, 1769. In 1775 we find the Newi:)orts living 
on a wooded hill in Westmoreland County, Pennsylva- 
nia, near the mouth of the Loyalhanna. 

A mystery hangs over William Newport. He was 
a tory and took many long journeys on secret errands. 
There are indications that he was a discontented man, 
though kind and affectionate toward his family. He 
was a man of education. He taught his elder daughter 
the rudiments of reading by the then uncommon method 
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of phonetic resemblance and kept her supplied with 
children's books even in their forest home. There is 
a bare possibility that, under the disadvantage of the 
bar sinister, Calvert and, therefore, again under the 
bar sinister through that merry monarch, Charles II., 
Stuart blood flowed in William Newport's veins. The 
value of the result for present purposes hardly justifies 
working out the uncertain and intricate genealogical 
Calvert hypothesis. One or two curious suggestions 
concerning it, however, are worth mentioning. In a 
letter to Governor Sharpe, dated 1767, Lord Baltimore 
writes from London : 

** An absurd Report. I am informed, has been spread through 
the Province that my late uncle, Mr Calvert's son was doubted 
to be Legitimate and consequently I had settled the Province 
after my death on him. Whereas, Mr Calvert who has ap- 
pointed me by his will his Executor, expressly declares him as 
not Legitimate, and before his death gott me to give him an 
aniuiity by the name he goes by of Mr Newport, son of 
Judith, I forgett her name/' 

An old Maryland list of persons to whom public 
allowances were made records, **Four hundred Pounds 
of Tobacco to William Newport.'' AVlien the proprie- 
tary government fell, of course all annuities, whether 
paid in money or tobacco, ceased. About that time 
William Newi)ort left Maryland forever. Undoubt- 
edly, Father AVilliam Matthews, long pastor of Saint 
Patrick's church in Washington, and confidential ad- 
viser of many old Maryland families and persons con- 
nected with English nobility, knew the story of Ann 
Royall's father. In spite of their wide difference of 
opinion upon religion. Father Matthews remained 
Ann's closest friend in AVashington from the day of 
her arrival in the city uj) to the time of his death in 
1852. Ann, herself, always interested in the present 
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rather than in the past, only once alludes to her descent. 
There she says: 

**I am of noble blood but I consider no title so honorable 
as that of American citizen. I have no desire to claim alliance 
with royalty. ' ' 

William Newport's cabin was considered the best- 
furnished on the frontier. Here, on the Loyalhanna, 
Ann Royall came into her own. She learned to read. 
She says: 

** After receiving a little insight from my father into the 
sounds of letters and putting them together, I went out and 
sat alone upon a small stump before the cabin door and went 
through several pages by myself. I learned to read in the 
course of the afternoon. The joy I felt in this accomplish- 
ment was unspeakably great. ' ' 

From one i)lace to another the Newports were driven 
by Indians. Often, at dead of night, came the light 
tapping of an ** express'' against a back door or win- 
dow as warning that the savages were near. Hur- 
riedly, in the darkness, the family dressed and, with 
the stillness of death, fled to the nearest fort. William 
Newport soon succumbed to the rigor of pioneer life. 
His widow married a man named Butler of Hannas- 
town, Pennsylvania— the first place west of the Alle- 
ghenies where the white man ruled under legal forms. 
At Hannastown, Ann Newport, playing by the road- 
side with other children, saw the new flag of the new 
United States carried bv soldiers of the American 
Revolution. Writing long afterward, the twenty- 
second of Februarv, she savs: 

**This day, the anniversary of our beloved Washington, the 
star-spangled banner is waving before my window. I never 
see the national colors without recalling the day when I first 
saw the brilliant strii)ed flag. The whole scene repasses before 
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me and with it all the sufferings of those trying times. I suf- 
fered all that human nature could bear both with cold and 
hunger. Oh, ye wealthy of those times, little idea had ye of 
what the poor frontier settlers suffered : often running for our 
lives to the forts, the Indians pursuing and shooting at us. At 
other times lying concealed in brushwood, exposed to rain and 
snakes, for days and nights without food, and almost without 
clothes. We were half the time without salt or bread. We 
pinned our scanty clothing with thorns. I never saw a pin 
until I was as tall as I am now. We lived on bear's meat and 
dried .venison." 

Hannastown was totally destroyed by Indians July 
13, 1782. '*0n that day," writes Ann, **my heart first 
learned the nature of care." Sixty women and girls, 
loaded down with plunder, were driven northward by 
the savages through scenes of awful slaughter. Tradi- 
tion has long insisted that Ann Newrport was one of 
these captives and that she was rescued by the man 
whom she afterward married. There are facts which 
seem to disprove this story. It is known that Mrs. 
Butler, again a widow, wandered back to Staunton, 
Va., where she had relatives named Anderson. The 
following sketch of Ann 's first meeting with her future 
husband, furnished by Mrs. Eva Grant Maloney, of 
Craig City, Va., is undoubtedly correct. Mrs. Maloney 
writes : 

**In early days there was no wagon-road from Fincastle to 
Staunton — two frontier posts — to the Sweet Springs. People 
walked the footpaths or took pack-saddle trains. At what was 
Middle mountain my great-grandfather, Thomas Price, a 
Lieutenant in the Revolutionary war, lived. One of his 
friends and neighbors. Captain William Royall, lived about 
fourteen miles farther west on what was called Sweet Springs 
mountain. People going to RoyalFs necessarily passed Price's 
and stopped both going and coming. William Royall was an 
elderly gentleman and considered very learned, possessing a 
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great store of books which were treasures in the isolated fast- 
nesses of the mountains. Many settlers made their way to the 
Sweet Springs for the cure of skin diseases. Among those 
who came and stopped at my great-grandfather's for rest and 
food, was a poor woman much afflicted with sores and what we 
now call blood-poison. This white woman had a child with 
her and that child was Ann Royall. The woman, Ann's 
mother, went to the Sweet Springs mountain and was taken in 
by the wealthy and eccentric old Captain Royall. She was his 

wash-woman and menial — a subject of reproach, of course, to 
the slave-owning aristocratic neighbors, for few white women 

on the frontier had to be servants and those only of the lowest 

class. Now old William Royall took an interest in little Ann 

and taught her until she became the most learned woman in all 

the country. He had a store of fine books and Ann read them 

all. She also read every book belonging to the neighbors. 

Nobody around here ever heard that she was once a captive 

among Indians. Probably her rescue was from ignorance and 

starvation." 

Mrs. Maloney's information comes from trustworthy 
sources. It may be added that Mrs. Royall, in the mil- 
lions of words that she wrote, nowhere states that she 
was ever held in captiyity. William Royall and Ann 
Newport were married in Botetourt County, Va., by 
the Reverend William Martin, November 18, 1797, ac- 
cording to the marriage certificate still preserved. But 
Mrs. Royall disputes the date. She says : 

**I am sure we were married in May. The leaves \vere 
budding, the dogwood was in bloom and I was out sowing seeds 
when a messenger came with a saddle-horse for mo to go and 
get married." 

William Royall was a good husband of the bluff, 
eighteenth century British squire type. Half a dozen 
times a year, sometimes oftener, he made his wife hand- 
some presents of property in land, slaves and houses. 
It was Ann's nature, too, to give and during the sixteen 
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years of her married life she experienced the joy, to 
her the greatest joy that could be vouchsafed, of scat- 
tering her bounty broadcast among the sick, the needy 
and the sinful. Sinners always fared well where Ann 
Royall was— not because she condoned the sin, but 
because she had unwavering faith in the reclamatory 
power of sympathy. At this time Ann was most pleas- 
ing in person. She was fair, short, and as plump as 
a partridge. Her cheeks were pink. Her eyes were 
blue and she had remarkably fine, white teeth which 
showed to advantage when she laughed which, says one 
who knew her, she was always doing. 

In winter evenings, seated beside the blazing fire in 
the great hall, husband and wife read much together. 
French thought, filtered through the mind of Thomas 
Jefferson, colored all William RoyalPs philosophy. 
Moreover, he had served under Lafayette and passion- 
ately admired that gallant Frenchman. Captain Royall 
had done good service to his country. He raised the 
first Virginia company, one of his men being Patrick 
Henry, and remained in the army throughout the entire 
war. Often, during these evening talks, Royall told 
Ann of his boyhood in Amelia County and descanted 
on the virtues of masonry, telling his wife what she 
afterward had good reason to remember and practice 
— **If ever you are in trouble go to a mason." 

The first winter's reading included a full course in 
Voltaire. Ann's mind was ever hungry. She shared 
every view, liking or aversion held by her husband. 
To each she added a fire of enthusiasm that warmed the 
cockles of the old warrior's heart. William Rovall's 
humor was of the dry, quiet, rather cynical order. 
Ann's, was an ever-bubbling spring constantly fed by 
the little, every-day happenings of plantation life. 
Royall did not neglect the English classics in the edu- 
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cation of the wild little maid that had wandered to his 
door. Ann knew Shakespeare and Goldsmith by heart. 
But above all else, history was his delight and hers. 
It is an odd picture— the old hermit-philosopher and 
the forest-bred girl following, from their mountain- 
fastness, the unrolling of the great world-drama from 
the earliest time up to their own day. If Captain 
Royal 1 taught Ann that the recent act, in which he, 
himself, had taken part— the American Revolution- 
was the most significant and glorious in the long series, 
who shall blame him? Perhaps it was. 

William Royall died in 1813. By his will he left all 
his property, with the exception of two small legacies, 
to his wife during her lifetime or during her widow- 
hood. Relatives of Royall at once disputed the will. 
Ten years of litigation followed. From 1817 to 1823 
Mrs. Royall spent much time in the south. She trav- 
eled very comfortably with two slaves— a maid and a 
courier. A new life began. For the first time she was 
free. Her marriage, though loving and happy, had 
been a sort of King Cophetua and beggar-maid union. 
She had been completely shut out from the world by 
the bleak mountain walls around Sweet Springs. Al- 
most exultantly she writes from Tennessee : 

** Hitherto, I have learned mankind only in theory — ^but I 
am now studying him in practice. One learns more in a day 
by mixing with mankind than one can in an age shut up in a 
closet. ' ' 

In a correspondence preserved under the title of 
** Letters from Alabama," we may see Mrs. Royall as 
she was in her prime— a sweet-natured, large-minded, 
witty, and wonderfully obsei'^^ant woman. The first 
letter, dated Cabell Court-House, November 28, 1817, 
gives us a glimpse of the relation sustained by Mrs. 
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Royall toward the young lawyer with whom she corre- 
sponded. She writes : 



n 



Dear Matt, 

You say you are going to Ohio to spend the winter — for 
your health, I presume. Better go to North Carolina or any 
other southern climate. Go to bed early and rise betimes in 
the morning. You ruin your health by sitting up late. Hang 
the cards ! They are to be your ruin. I never knew any good 
come from them. They will, if you persist in them, cost you 
your health, your reputation, perhaps your life. Cards sub- 
ject you to bad company and to bad hours. What is worse? 
Oh, Matt, quit them and pursue something more worthy of 
yourself ! ' * 

Literature, religion, politics and, especially, sociolog- 
ical problems are discussed in this entertaining corre- 
spondence. In these letters is clearly shown the ruling 
principle of Ann Eoyall's long life— Christian charity. 
Only a few extracts can here be made. At the close of 
a decidedly free-thought communication she says: 

*'A Preacher here again, as I hope to live, and he is going 
to preach, too. The house is filling fast — a great many women, 
few men. I shall put this away and join them in worship. I 
shall leave my prejudice behind with my ink and paper. Be 
he Jew or Turk I care not. In the firm belief that the wor- 
ship of God is paramount to all other duties, I spurn the nar- 
row mind which is attached to a sect or party, to the exclusion 
of the rest of mankind. Can I not implore the Divine mercy ? 
Can I not praise that fountain of all excellence as sincerely 
with these people as with others? You will laugh and think 
I am jesting; but I assure you. my friend, I am serious. I am 
far from being among the number of those who set at naught 
the worship of the Deity, however much I may deplore the 
abominable prostitution of that religion which is pure and 
undefiled. Go thou and do likewise.'' 

In season and out of season, rich or poor, old or 
young, Ann Royall always found time to read. She 
writes to Matt : 
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'*You ask if I have books? Yes, I have read * Salmagundi, ' 
a very amusing book said to have been written by a Mr. Irving 
of New York, * Phillip's Speeches' and Lady Morgan's 
'France.' She is a woman of genius. I have also seen several 
new novels which, with the exception of Walter Scott's, I do 
not read. Insipid, frothy, nauseous stuff! I cannot endure 
them. I find these silly novels corrupt the morals of our fe- 
males and engender hardness of heart. Those most pleased 
with fictitious distress have hearts as hard as iron. If they 
are pleased with one who relieves fictitious distress the reality 
ought to please them much more, and everyone may be a real 
hero or heroine, with less trouble than reading or writing a 
romance. Let them just step into the highways, the streets, 
or the hovels of the widow and orphans. They need not look 
ill books for distress. I have seen pictures of real suffering 
which greatly exceeded the pen of any novel writer; and yet 
none heeds. Relieving these would be Godlike and would im- 
port a Heaven on earth. ' ' 

There was no other subject upon which Ann Eoyall 
felt so deeply as that of woman's inhumanity to woman. 
In reply to **Matt" she writes hotly: 

** You ask what I would have ladies do, take such women into 
their houses, associate with them ? 

**Yes, if they repent, I would not only take them into my 
house but into my bosom. I would wipe the tears from their 
eyes — I would soothe their sorrows and support them in the 
trying hour. I would divide my last morsel with them. For 
those who would not repent — if they were hungry I would feed 
them ; if they were naked I would clothe them ; and much more, 
if they were sick, I would minister unto them. I would ad- 
monish them, and I would then have done. What did our 
Saviour? I would not revile them. I would not persecute 
them. Good night. Pardon me for once more troubling you 
with a long letter. I was led on by my feelings." 

Mrs. Eoyall lived up to the creed of womanly charity 
that she preached. Long afterward her poor dwelling 
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in Washington served almost continuously as a refuge 
for repentant, and sometimes unrepentant, Magdalens. 
Often, too, Mrs. Royall's own reputation suffered 
thereby. Ann Royall never defended the system of 
human slavery. She would, however, have it abolished 
by enlightened public opinion instead of by force. 
After passing two lines of slave-dwellings belonging to 
General Jackson, **the best of masters,'' she writes: 

*'As I lingered behind the party thinking of my own negro 
children, the little things here flocked around me, and as they 
were looking up into my face, eager to be caressed, I discovered 
the traces of tears on some of their cheeks. The sight pierced 
me to the heart. Oh, Slavery, Slavery' ! Nothing can soften 
thee, thou art slavery, still! Is there no hope high Heaven f 

At last the suit to break William Royall's will was 
decided against his widow. Mrs. Royall was in Ala- 
bama when the bad news reached her. The world 
reeled. For the first time Ann Rovall almost lost hei* 
grip on life. Her health became seriously impaired. 
She came back to Virginia, her ultimate aim being to 
secure a widow's pension from Congress. She si>ent 
several months in Alexandria as the guest of a good 
man— the proprietor of the City Hotel there. Long 
afterward Mrs. Royall wrote gratefully of this bene- 
factor : 

**M. H. Clagett, the friend of the friendless, the pride of 
mankind. If I had a diadem to dispose of I know of no man 
at whose feet I would rather lay it than at his. I entered his 
house at ten o'clock at night, the 15th of December, 1823, 
without a cent in my pocket or a change of raiment, badly 
dressed. He took me in and kept me until the Gth of April 
following — not in a style in keeping with my appearance, but 
furnished me with an elegant parlor and bed-chamber and a 
servant to wait on me the whole winter.'* 
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During her stay at Clagett's, Mrs. Royall prepared 
for the press her first book, ** Sketches of History, Life 
and Manners in the United States." In April she went 
to Richmond to secure necessary paj^ers in connection 
with her petition for a pension. Slie arrived in Wash- 
ington by stage early one rainy morning in July. She 
was ill. She was penniless. She was friendless. 
She was fiftv-four vears old. But she had cour- 
age. With the agility of a girl she jumi>ed from 
the high coach ste}) to the ground. The goal of 
all her hopes, the cajntol, ** white as snow,'' loomed 
before her. Toward it she bent her steps. Almost 
at random, she knocked at the door of a house 
occupied by a family named Dorrett. With the honest 
directness which marked her whole life, Mrs. Royall 
told her storv to the kindlv woman who answered her 
knock. An indigent seeker of a jK^nsion has never been 
a rarity on Capitol Hill. The I^orretts took the stran- 
ger in (**kei)t me for six months without fee or re- 
ward," wrote Mrs. Royall later when rejoicing that she 
could at last repay them), fed her and loaned her pre- 
sentable clothing. Sally, a daughter of the house of 
Dorrett, was esi)ecially kind to the friendless woman. 
After a heartv breakfast, Mrs. Rovall started out to 
hunt up John Quincy Adams. She found him and very 
good, too, that so-called icelx»rg was to the plucky, little 
old woman. Adams i)aid in advance a subscription 
for her book, i)romised to assist her in the pension mat- 
ter and invited her to call on Mrs. Adams at their resi- 
dence on F Street. A little later Mrs. Royall sought 
out several prominent free-masons who received her 
with the noble kindness always shown by members of 
that order to the widow of a brother-mason. About 
this time the mysterious disai»j)earance of Morgan, a 
mason who professed to reveal some of the secrets of 



Porter: Life and Times of Ann RoyalL 15 

« 
masonry in a published book, had riven American 
society. Perhaps the thought occurred to some mason, 
possibly Clagett, that Mrs. EoyaJl, with her clever 
pen might be a valuable auxiliary to the threatened 
cause of masonry in the United States. At all 
events, she took an extended northern tour in 182-i- 
25 during which her expenses were paid by masons. 
A benefit was given for her in Chatham theater. New 
York, by masons. Ostensibly, during this trip, Mrs. 
Eoyall was gathering material for her second set of 
travels, the famous ** Black Book" series, but inci- 
dentally she did materially aid the cause she venerated 
~ masonry. In every one of her books and in every 
issue of her newspapers Mrs. Eoyall fights, and fights 
uncommonly well, for masonry. The United States 
through which Ann Eoyall traveled was a queer coun- 
try—a very far-away country it seems now. For any 
practical purpose electricity was not. From Portland, 
Maine, to Cincinnati, in distant Ohio, not a telegraph 
pole marred the landscape. In the majority of towns 
whale oil and the tallow-dip still held sway, although 
there was a good deal of talk, some of which Mrs. 
Eoyall chronicles amusingly, about a new illuminating 
agent called gas ** of which," she says, '* most people are 
deathly afraid." It was the golden age of the stage- 
coach. A few visionaries, however, dreamed of more 
rapid transit. A company called the Baltimore and 
Ohio was superintending strange doings upon which 
Mrs. Eoyall looked with contempt. She says : 

**We came to the railroad, near the river. The notion of 
putting a bridge over at this xx>int is the wildest idea for men 
in their senses ! Why, it will take all the iron there is in this 
country and Europe, and where the money to pay for it is to 
come from nobody knows ! ' * 
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The Erie Canal was the pride of the country. Not 
a single steamship regularly crossed the Atlantic, al- 
though the Savannah, a sailing vessel, aided by steam, 
had made the voyage from Liverpool to New York in 
the incredibly short space of twenty-six days. For 
months after this record-breaking passage American 
journals were loaded with editorials upon the subject 
of modern progress. A few spindles were turning in 
New England, but manufacturing generally was in its 
infancy. Stenography was an unpracticed art. There 
were no newspapers in the present-day sense of the 
word **news." No automobile devils rendered the 
public highways unsafe. There were, though, **fast" 
mail-coaches which vauntingly advertised their ability 
to transport passengers from Washington city to 
Philadelphia in thirty hoxirs. 

According to Mrs. Royall, in the year 1825, rich New 
Yorkers lived the simple life. She says: 

**The native citizens of New York are about the middling 
size, more stout than those of Philadelphia, differing little in 
complexion, a slight shade darker. Black hair and a full black 
eye are peculiar characteristics. They lay no claim to taste 
or refinement. Their attention to business which pours in on 
them like a flood, leaves them no time to cultivate the graces. 
They have, however, a sort of untaught nobility in their coun- 
tenances, and in all their movements. They are mild, cour- 
teous and benevolent, and above all people they have the least 
pride. That curse of the human family, if it exists at all in 
New York, is found in the lower order of her citizens; it is 
banished from the houses of the great and opulent. Their 
manners are truly republican, no eclat, hauteur or repelling 
stiffness, much of w^hich exists in Philadelphia and the boasted 
hospitality of the more southern towns. These are hospitable, 
i^ is true, but the poor man is made to feel the difference be- 
tween himself and his hospitable entertainers. Not so, in New 
York, as respects that sort of homage exacted from a fellow 
man. In New York all are upon a level. ' ' 
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To the ladies of New York, Mrs. Royall concedes 
style but deprecates their giving so much time to their 
personal adornment. She says : 

**The ladies of New York do not read. This is perhaps ow- 
ing to their numerous sources of amusement such as theaters, 
gardens, etc. The ladies of New York, however, have one ex- 
cellence peculiar to them — that is their elegant and graceful 
walk. This excellence is attributed to their smooth, paved 
Broadway, upon which they practice walking to a degree that 
has been crowned with success. ' ' 

In Boston, on the other hand, Mrs. Royall declares, 
**the human mind has reached perfection." She says : 

**The excellence of the Boston ladies is found in the im- 
provement of their minds, which gives ease to their manners, 
and an intelligence of countenance which forms a striking con- 
trast to the vacant stare of many of the ladies of New York." 

Mrs. Royall chose a yerj hard way of earning a liv- 
ing. She tramped around all day, in all weathers, tak- 
ing notes, holding interviews and acting as her own 
soliciting and delivery agent. Her books were written 
at night in dingy bedrooms of cheap taverns. Long 
after midnight her candle burned. The woman's 
energj% industry and j^erseverance were marvelous. 
Within a space of five years, while constantly travel- 
ing, she issued ten volumes of ** Travels in the United 
States'' and a very poor novel. The chief faults of her 
writing are too much detail, especially in regard to 
private injuries received by the author; amateurish- 
ness ; intolerance of intolerance ; too free use of names, 
even in an age when names were frankly published; 
hasty judgments based on feeling and exaggerated 
praise of friends. On the other hand, Mrs. Royall 's 
style possesses the merits of spirit; accuracy of de- 
scription; practicality; perfect clearness; a strong and 
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telling vocabulary; humor; an underlying ethical pur- 
pose; patriotic fervor, and liveness—a genuine person- 
ality makes itself felt on every page. Mrs. Eoyall's 
* * Travels, ' ' in spite of their blemishes, are to-day more 
readable than those of several more cultured women 
of, or near, her time— Frances Wright, Mrs. TroUope, 
Harriet Martineau and Margaret Fuller. 

To understand Ann EoyalPs character, to account 
for her writings, the reader must put himself, emotion- 
ally and intellectually, back into the age in which she 
lived. To do this he is forced to view, almost exclu- 
sively, the harsher side of a great religious faith to 
which the advancement of the United States— the ad- 
vancement of the world— owes a vast debt, namely, 
Calvinism or, as it was then loosely called in the United 
States, Evangelicalism. 

The best in that stem old Puritan faith survives in 
upright characters and useful churches and colleges of 
our own day. Its severer practices and teachings, mere 
outgrowths of monarchical despotism, have, thanks 
largely to natures of the Ann Eoyall type, fallen into 
deserved desuetude. Those fearful old doctrines made 
no man or woman spiritually content. They drove 
many men, women and even children insane. 

**Alas!" cries Ann Royall, *Svhen will the long catalogue 
be filled of the unfortunate victims of the impious and cruel 
dogmas of an implacable God, an omnipotent devil and an end- 
less hellf Never until those horrid dogmas are banished from 
the earth." 

In Ann Royall 's time the fight was on, almost to the 
death, between Evangelicalism and the twin heresies 
of Unitarianism and Universalism. In this unyielding 
conflict methods were used on both sides which, in 
calmer times would have been condemned by both sides 
as dishonorable and dishonoring. Writing in 1823 to 
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a classmate who had left Harvard, then the fountain- 
head of Unitarianism, to go to Andover, the stronghold 
of Evangelicalism, Ealph Waldo Emerson says : 

**I am delighted to hear that there is such a profound study- 
ing of German and Hebrew, Parkhurst and Jahn, and such 
other names as the memory aches to think of at Andover. 
Meantime, Unitarianism will not hide her honors. As many 
hard names are taken and as much theological mischief is 
planned at Cambridge as at Andover. By the time this gen- 
eration gets upon the stage, if the controversy will not have 
ceased, it will have run such a tide that we shall hardly be 
able to speak to one another, and there will be a guelph and 
ghibelline quarrel which cannot tell where the differences lie.** 

Into this fierce theological war Ann Royall plunged 
with all the ardor of her sympathetic, impetuous nature. 
Her chief concern was the alleged secret church and 
state party. Stationing herself under the very dome 
of the Capitol, Mrs. Royall, for thirty odd years, 
watched Congress as a cat watches a mousehole, to see 
that church and state lobbyists made no breaches in 
the Constitution of the United States. Unquestionably, 
Ann Royall did discover, expose and frustrate several 
well-laid plans to make innocent, sincere, self-denying 
missionaries in the West the unconscious tools of polit- 
ical ambition and corporate greed. Mrs. RoyalPs 
books, especially her ** Black Books," were filled with 
thrusts that hit their mark. She became widely hated. 
In Vermont an irate deacon knocked her down stairs. 
Her ankle was badly injured and she was laid up for 
a month in midwinter at Vergennes. She would have 
been verj^ lonely if it had not been for a young man 
named Brookes. **This amiable young man," she 
writes, ** never missed an evening of coming to see me. 
He read aloud to me from some amusing book, but 
chiefly Sterne." Verily, the Green mountains never 
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before nor since looked down ui>on so alien a sight as 
this amiable young man and supi>osedly Godless old 
Ann Royall chuckling together over '* Tristram 
Shandy."' 

Naturally, when Mrs. Royall entered a town, there 
was something of a furore in Calvinistic circles. 
When she went to Cincinnati, a clerical gentleman there 
wrote her a letter in which he said that thrcic thousand 
Christians of that town had protested against her ad- 
mittance. This minister offered to meet her in public 
debate. Mrs. Royall replies in characteristic fashion. 
After thanking him for his letter, she adds: 

*'I would rather see one j^ood action (and I presume God 
would, too) than to hear ten thousand good words. Three 
thousand rijrhteous people, with their (Jod on their side, should 
not be intimidated by a sintrh* old woman and one, to<j, who 
was reared in the woods amonirst the Indians without the bene- 
fits i>f education or any religion save that of the savages. Such 
ft ar demonstrates either that your (iod is not abh» to protect 
you or that you are not worthy of liis protection. I am one 
of tliose heathen you are so anxious to convt»rt. I never read 
thr Bil)le nor do I know the tenets of any sect. Now is the 
time to prove your profession. I am a licatht-n and liave come 
to your d<H»r. I have savctl you the troubh' and expense of 
travelinir. I am not an infidel, that is, I do n(»t say tlie Bible 
or the Christian reliirion is untrue. All I say is that I do not 
read the Bible and I will tell you why. I was raised, as I said. 
amoiiLr the heathen. wh»»re I learn«Ml nothiiii: but virtue and 
indt»pendence. \Vh»-n introdueed amonu' civilized people tiie 
Bible was plaeeil in my liamK: but before I hx^ked into it I 
wati.'hed the conduct iA' pi.H>ple wlio read it. and I found they 
committed nuirder, they n)b})rd. they stole, they irot drunk, 
betrayed their friends and were iruilty of all kinds of abomina- 
tions, and I was afraid to read the Bibb* b»st 1 miL'ht do so too. 
You say you would have no objections to a publii* dispute with 
me under proixT n^strietions. I don't know what you mean 
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by * proper restrictions.' But I would suppose that, armed as 
you are with mountains of tracts and Bibles, to say nothing of 
your sex, j'ou can be in no danger from an old woman. If 
you are afraid of one heathen how are you to convert millions? 
and who knows (as I hear you are very pious and holy) but 
you may convert me? This blessed event would be of infinite 
benefit to your cause.*' 

There is no denying the fact that for awhile after 
the astounding success of her *' Black Books" Mrs. 
Royall gave herself airs to a ridiculous extent. She 
was happily conscious of the flutter occasioned by her 
entrance into a public assembly or a private house. 
When a person did not at once recognize her she would 
say, with childlike naivete, **It is Mrs. Royall with 
whom you are talking." During this prosperous 
period money was coming in. But it soon went. 
Right and left she scattered it in response to real or fic- 
titious distress. One who studies Ann Royall's inter- 
esting personality can but smile to think how she would 
snort and run amuck through the labyrinthine red-tape 
of modem associated charity. While she was still a 
power, Mrs. Royall often forced rich men to give to the 
poor. For twelve months in Washington she was 
lionized. In view of all she had suffered before and 
of all she was to suffer afterward, few readers will 
begrudge Mrs. Royall her one short year of gratified 
vanity. Her fall was near. 

Mrs. Royall had a formidable host against her. All 
the Evangelical ministers of the country, except a few 
whose sense of humor was stronger than their the- 
ology, hated her with what they believed to be godly 
zeal. Their congregations, as a unit, abhorred her. 
Politicians whose elections depended on the influence 
of church members, and there were then few outside 
that category, w^ere tacitly pledged to discountenance 
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her. The anti-masons would gladly have torn her to 
pieces. A regiment of oflSce-holders in Washington 
resented her nosing through the departments fre- 
quently to discover their shortcomings as servants of 
the people. The money power, represented by the 
great United States bank and its stockholders, was 
solidly against her. Against that largest trust of her 
day plucky Ann Royall took up cudgels long before 
Andrew Jackson thought of attacking it. With the 
foolhardy daring of a free-lance, Mrs. Koyall laughed 
in the faces of her enemies. A\Tien her laughter began 
to be loudly echoed by a large minority of the reading 
public, the enemies got together and decided that 
** something must be done." Something was done- 
something so infamous that, in Mrs. Royall's own 
words, and they are none too strong, ^*all the waters 
of the Potomac can never wash out its baseness.'' In 
the year 1829, at the capital city of the nation whose 
birth she had witnessed, old Ann Royall was arrested, 
tried and convicted on the charge of being a common 
scold. As nearly as can be found out at this distance 
of time two of the chief instigators of the arrest were 
clergjTnen who figured, not greatly to their credit, in 
the Mrs. Eaton or Peggy O'Xeil scandal which broke 
up Jackson's cabinet. Pretext for concerted action 
was found in the unpleasant relations which existed 
between Mrs. Royall and a small Presbyterian con- 
gregation which worshipped, almost continuously night 
and day, in an engine house near her dwelling. Ann 
Royall is the only person ever tried in the United 
States on the charge of being a common scold. A 
formal complaint against her was entered. She was 
called before the District authorities and examined. 
No law being found by which the alleged offense could 
be punished, the case was dismissed. Then a mighty 
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howl went up from the prosecutors. Immense, though 
hidden, pressure was brought to bear on the judges. 
The result was such a scurrying around to find a law 
to convict as was never seen outside a comic opera. 
The formal report of Chief Justice Cranch to the Su- 
preme Court on the case of * * The United States against 
Ann Royall" is almost as funny as Mrs. Koyall's own 
account of this legal absurdity. The general under- 
standing of the English law, obsolete even in England 
long before the date of Mrs. Koyall's trial, was that 
ducking was the only legal punishment for the offense. 
Judge Cranch balked at ducking Mrs. Royall. There- 
fore the statutes were ransacked to find authority to 
impose a fine or imprisonment. The following is a 
specimen of arguments solemnly used by learned judges 
of the U. S. court in relation to an old woman who, 
verj' likely, had used her tongue intemperately when 
Capitol Hill boys threw stones at her windows. The 
report says: 

**Lord Coke declares *Trebucket or Castigatory, named in 
the statute 31st to 219, signifieth a cucking-stool; and trebuckle 
is properly a pitfall, or downfall, and in law signifieth a stool 
that falleth down into a pit of water, for the punishment of 
the party in it ; and chuck, or guck, in the Saxon tongue sig- 
nifieth to brawl (taken from cuckhaw, or guckhaw, a bird, qui 
odiose jurgat et rixatur) and ing, in that language water; 
because she was for her punishment soused in water; and 
others fetch it from c-u-c-k — queani pellex/' 

A discussion of great length followed this luminous 
citation. A model of a ducking-stool was made by the 
court's order at the navy yard and exhibited before 
their honors. More researches into English history 
and old English law followed. The upshot was that 
a law was finally patched up under which old Ann 
Royall, author of the * * Black Books, ' ' might be brought 
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to trial. As her lawyer, Mr. Cox, told her, ** Madam, 
yesterday there was no law to punish you. To-day, it 
seems, one has been found." 
Mrs. Rovall writes: 

**At length the trial came on. There were three counts in 
the indictment, 1 A public Nuisance, 2 A common Brawler, 3 
A common Scold. The first two charges were dismissed. The 
third was sustained and I made my courtesy before their Hon- 
ors, Judge Cranch, Thruston and the sweet ^lorsel. Judge 
Cranch was formerly described as resembling Judge ^larshall. 
This is incorrect. He is younger than the chief Justice, has 
a longer face with a good deal of the pumpkin in it (though 
my friend said the pumpkin was in his head). Let this be as 
it may, I was always partial to Judge Cranch because he was 
a Yankee and a Unitarian and a near relation of my friend, 
Ex-President Adams, whom I shall always remember with 
gratitude.'' 

At this point in her narrative, Mrs. Rovall breaks off 
to defend both Adams and Jackson, saying that **Pope 
Ely" was responsible for much of the recent cam- 
paign-lying. She resumes : 

** Judge Thruston is about the same age as Judge Cranch 
and harder featured. He is laughing-proof. He looks as 
though he had sat upon the rack all his life and lived on crab- 
apples. ' ' 

The court-house was packed to the doors, for this 
rejuvenescense of European medievalism— the trial of 
a common scold— awakened interest all over the United 
States. Fifteen witnesses were summoned by the 
prosecution, twelve of whom came. The chief witness 
against Mrs. Rovall was an employe of the govern- 
ment and a prominent member of the engine house 
congregation. Mr. AVatterston. Librarian of Congress, 
and Mr. Tims, door-keeper of the Senate, were among 
the witnesses. The three judges sat in as solemn and 
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dignified state as though a case of high treason de- 
manded their attention. Mrs. Royall says: 

**I shall make a proposition to my friends in Congress to 
have the whole scene painted and put in the rotunda of the 
Capitol with our national paintings, reserving a conspicuous 
place for myself. ' ' 

She gives a few graphic pen-pictures of witnesses : 

'*Mr. H. of the Senate came next. He looked like Satan's 
walking-stick. Mr. C is a good natured simpleton. His very 
countenance is a talisman to mirth. He said he hated to tell 
the worst thing I ever said. But the judge said, *We must 
have it, sir.' Mr. C. answered, *I was out walking with some 
ladies one day, and Mrs. Royall asked me if I was not ashamed 
to be seen walking with them old maidS. Well, perhaps they 
were old maids. No, they wasn't, for one of them was my 
sister.' " 

The bar of Washington, at that date, like the friends 
of the versatile Mr. Jingle in ** Pickwick," must have 
been easily amused for this colloquy set the court-room 
in a roar. 

The Librarian of Congress, it was remarked, 
** seemed uneasy on the stand." No wonder. Mr. 
Watterston was not a fool and he probably hated to 
appear like one. The old woman against whom he was 
testifying had more than once done him a good turn. 
Mrs. Royall says : 

**My friend, Watterston, followed. He is a learned man in 
Israel. He paid me many compliments alike honorable to him- 
self and to me. He said I called all Presbyterians cut-throats. 
I suppose he learned his speech out of the Sunday-school Union 
books." 

Many admirers of the Bard of Avon have regretted 
the weak expression on the face of the Stratford bust 
but it remained for Ann Royall to work that fatuous 
look into an effective simile. She savs : 
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**^Ir. D. is another walking-staflf. His hair is macaroni, 
his arms over five feet extended, his face pale, his nose hooked, 
with a gray goggle eye, and Shakespeare's smile." 

She writes of her own side : 

**I had but few witnesses, knowing how it would all end — 
Secretarv Eaton and a few ladies. Their testimonv was clear 
and unequivocal, and directly opposed to the testimony of the 
prosecution. Mr. Tims was true gold. He said he never 
knew me to slander but two people and that was when I said 
he and ^Ir. Watterston were the two cleverest and handsomest 
men in the city.'' 

The defendant made a short but spirited address to 
the jury— all Bladensburg men. Wholly against the 
evidence, the jury brought in a verdict of ** guilty." 
Mrs. Rovall was sentenced to pav a fine of ten dollars 
and required to keep the peace for one year. Security 
to the amount of two hundred dollars was demanded. 
Mrs. Royall summarizes the effect of the trial upon 
judges and prosecuting witnesses thus: 

**This verdict was pumpkin pie to Judge Cranch. The 
sweet ^lorsel licked out his tongue. Judge Thruston looked 
as* fierj' as Mount Etna, so displeased was he with the result. 
The sound Presbyterians gave thanks and I requested the 
Marshall, the next time I was tritMl, to summon twelve tom- 
cats instead of Bladensburg men." 

Although Mrs. Koyall showed herself game to the 
end of the farce, she was really mu(*h shaken by the 
trial. The ordeal was a great strain for a woman of 
her years. She was never (juite strong again. The 
ignominy .seared deep. Her enemies had won. Hence- 
forth Ann Koyall would go branded. But she was not 
left whollv alone on this hardest dav of her hard life. 
There was always a young man to stand by Ann Royall. 
AVhen, a little shakily, she stei)ped out of the dock, she 
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was met by two reporters from the Intelligencer y 
Thomas Dowling and a Mr. Donahue, who furnished 
her security. Of another young man on this dis- 
graceful day she says: 

**0f all human beings young Master Wallack was most 
attentive. This amiable youth hung over my chair the whole 
time with the affection of a son. With his head bent close 
t<> my ear he would whisper, ' What do you want, Mrs. Royall ! 
Tell me if you wish an>'thing and I will get it for you.' " 

In 1831 Mrs. Rovall decided to settle down in Wash- 
ington as a newspaper editor. The first copy of her 
first newspaper, Paul Pry (now one of the rarest 
^^ finds" of the American bibliophile) was issued De- 
cember 3, 1831. A part of its prospectus is worthy 
and dignified. The remainder, trying to be funny, 
runs into silliness. The editor of Paul Pry annoimces : 

**Our course will be a straightforward one as heretofore. 
The same firmness which has ever maintained our pen will be 
continued. To this end, let it be understood that we are of 
no party. We will neither oppose nor advocate any man for 
the Presidency. The welfare and happiness of our country 
is our politics. To promote this we shall oppose and expose 
all and every species of political evil, and religious fraud 
without fear, favor or affection. We shall patronize merit 
of whatever sect, country or politics. We shall advocate the 
liberty of the Press, the liberty of Speech and the liberty of 
Conscience. The enemies of these bulwarks of our common 
safety, as they have shown none, shall receive no mercy at 
our hands.'' 

The misleading name of her first paper harmed Mrs. 
Rovall enormouslv, both in the eves of her contem- 
poraries and of posterity, suggesting, as it does, i)er- 
sonal gossip of a totally different and less clean na- 
ture than the free and honest, though often tactless 
and ill-judged, criticism which Mrs. Koyall poured out 
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weekly. Furthermore, several vile sheets of a later 
date, notably the Faul Pry and Viper's Sting, of Bal- 
timore, in 1848, adopted the name. A careless public 
easily confused Mrs. Royall with these slanderous 
society publications. Even at the risk of wearj'ing 
repetition, the truth must be insisted upon that Ann 
Royairs bitter invective was never of a low character. 
She pried into no closets to discover family skeletons. 
She dealt not in innuendo. She never attacked women. 
She fought only men whom she honestly believed to 
be plotting to overthrow that government whose up- 
building had cost the blood and tears and treasure of 
two wars. 

When Mrs. Koyall launched her powder-laden little 
cockle-shells upon the rough sea of American journal- 
ism big craft were anchored at Washington. There 
were Duff Green's Telegraph which had recently de- 
serted Jackson to serve his enemy, Adams; the Globe, 
tlie most powerfully trenchant party organ, probably, 
which the United States has ever produced, under the 
superb management of that great editor, Francis P. 
Blair, assisted by Amos Kendall and John C. Rives; 
and the National Intelligeneer, under Gales and Seaton. 
The two men just mentioned were especially kind to 
Ann Royall during many years, and the one great blot 
on Paul Pnj is its editor's attempt to be witty at the 
expense of Mr. Gales whom, in imitation of a silly 
journalistic custom, she constantly referred to as 
**Josy" or *Mo-EE.'' She took care, though, to ex- 
plain that she was not fighting Mr. Gales personally 
but, instead, the i)olicy of his paper on the bank ques- 
tion. She savs: 

**I should be a traitor if I let my jrnititiule to Mr. Oales 
keep me from attacking' him as the author of sentiments whieh 
spell ruin for our eountr}/' 
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Toward the big papers Mrs. Royall's journals acted, 
much of the time, like stinging little gadflies. Her 
frequent assertion that she never meddled with politics 
had just about as much foundation in fact as Sir 
Anthony Absolute's claim that he was calm. The 
truth is, there was not a political battle fought in 
Washington for tliirty-one years about which Ann 
Royall did not have— or, rather, fingy her say. 

Although a painfully amateur little sheet Paul Pry 
mastered at least one' secret of newspaper success. It 
leanied to blow its own horn. In the last number (be- 
fore Paul Pry was merged into its really able successor, 
the Huntress, in 1836), the editor rehearses at length 
the services which her paper has rendered. She says : 

''Always in the van of the editorial corps and attacking 
the enemies of the country in their strongholds, Paul Pry 
dragged them into the open day and pointed them out to the 
people. Paul Pry was the first to sound the note of alarm 
that there were traitors in the camp. It was the first to pro- 
claim the abandonment of Reform by General Jackson. It 
was the first to discover and to challenge the organization of 
the Office Holders as a party, at the 4th of July celebration 
at Pittsburg and Brownsville in 1833. It was the first to 
discover and the first to challenge the Post Office frauds. It 
was the first that challenged the Indian land frauds of the 
great land companies, and the perfidy of the southern Jack- 
son men in selling the country to ^Ir. Van Buren and his 
ix)litical intriguers, to conceal those frauds. Paul Pry was 
the first to put a stop to the enormous swindling of a knot of 
* God's people/ as they impiously call themselves, trillions 
of dollars were swallowed up by this concern (thank God for 
removing two of them) under pretense of drawing money 
for corporation debts from Congress. Paul Pry was the first 
to trace these pious rogues to their den and drag them forth 
(may a speedy vengeance overtake them) to the light of day. 

**And it is to Paul Prv that the citizens of Washinsrton are 
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chiefly indebted for the last act of Congress in behalf of their 
Holland debt, by putting it out of the power of this pious B. 
to finger the cash. In return we are proud to acknowledge 
that the citizens of Washington have ever been the able, will- 
ing and untiring friends of Paul Pry. A thousand years of 
service of ten such papers rendered to such people could not 
nor would not repay them. ' ' 

From active dislike and prejudice in the beginning, 
Mrs. Royall gradually became deeply attached to this 
city. 

Editors of secular papers all over the country sus- 
tained a kind of ** Hail-fellow, well met" attitude 
toward Mrs. Royall, but the Evangelical press was 
solidly against her, of course. The following extract 
from the New England Religious Weekly shows that 
all the blackguarding did not come from Ann's side of 
the fighting-line. The Religious Weekly says: 

' **Ann Royall, Esq. — ^Mistress Ann Royall, author of the 
* Black Books' and sundry other blackguard publications, has 
forgotten her late conviction by a jury of the crime of being 
a common scold and public nuisance, and is now applying 
herself to her old vocation with all the virulence of a Meg 
Merrilies. The old hag publishes a weekly paper at Washing- 
ton, ycleped the *Paul Pry,' which is a strontr Jackson print 
and contains all the billingsgate and political filth extant." 

** Wonder in wliat part of the Bible he found that!" 
is Mrs. Royall 's comment upon this flattering notice 
of herself. 

Through the mistakes of her first paper ^Irs. Royall 
learned to edit her second one admirably. The 
Huntress (1836-1854) was for a long period an excel- 
lent and entertaining journal— always excepting, of 
course, editorial matter distasteful to persons holding 
strict Calvinistic views, to dishonest officials, and to 
anti-masons. No editor ever cherished a higher ideal 
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of what the press should be than Ann Royall. ''Edu- 
cation, the main pillar in the temple of Liberty," was 
the motto which she placed across the front page of the 
Huntress. Mrs. Royall's editorial utterances were 
often stolen. Even a late two volume historical work 
quotes a full editorial from Paul Pry with only the 
vague introduction, "A Washington paper of the time 

said ." The author of this historical work also 

quotes, with due and full acknowledgment, from the 
Globe and the Intelligencer of Washington. 

Verily, the ghost of bigotry walks long. Seventy- 
five years have passed and still an American historian 
fears, apparently, that he may detract from the dig- 
nity of his book by openly crediting the words that 
vivify his description to the woman who wrote them— 
a woman whose sole crime was that she cried out, 
screamed out, termagant-like, if you will, to those 
whom she honestly believed to be pharisees and money- 
changers, defiling the temple of Liberty— ''Away 
with ye, hypocrites and thieves!" 

During her long residence in Washington, Mrs. 
Royall lived in several different places on Capitol Hill, 
but her favorite dwelling, the one in which she died, 
was on B Street, two doors from Second— a spot now 
included within the grounds of the Library of Congress. 
Sally Stack, a widow, formerly Sally Dorrett, lived 
with Mrs. Royall. Of Sally, Mrs. Royall writes affec- 
tionately : 

**For seventeen years her fidelity, industry, and dispatch 
of business have never been surpassed. She is one of a thou- 
sand. Undaunted yet modest and humble. Fleet as a fawn, 
one moment you lose sight of her on 3d Street, and the next 
she will reappear from 12th or 13th. Again, she is off like 
a bird. She will face the fiercest storms whether of wind, 
rain or snow. Often have I been pained to see her come in 
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with a cheerful laugh, though wet to the skin, and all this 
without fee or reward." 

Of the hope deferred that maketh the heart sick, the 
two poverty-stricken women bore their full share. 
Again and again the pension bill that meant so much 
to both failed to pass. Mrs. Eoyall's claim became a 
joke in Congress— sometimes a cruel joke. One day 
a northern member, meeting the old lady in a corridor, 
said: 

**Ah, so glad to meet you, Mrs. Royall! Honorable Mr. S. 
wishes to speak with you. He is in Committee room 3." 

Instantly elated, Mrs. Royall hurried to the room 
indicated only to find Honorable Mr. S. asleep and 
snoring on a sofa. In other ways well-fed and better- 
vianded congressmen made merry at her expense. 
Once somebody nominated her for public printer— a 
joke that tickled the legislative sense of humor mightily. 
She became the ^*Miss Flite" of Congress. Old Ann 
Royall was probably one of the first j^ersons in the 
United States to whom the term ** crank" was applied. 
At last, when she was in her eightieth year, she received 
a lump sum of money in lieu of a i>ension. In the Con- 
gress which made this grant was a long, lank member 
who was always kind to the poor old woman. He 
hailed from Illinois, and his name was— Abraham Lin- 
coln. The law provided that other legal heirs than 
the wife should share in the allowance made by the 
government. In consequence, ]\Irs. Royall received 
little. She writes: 

**The heirs at law took half our commutation money and 
the remainder we owed to those who had trusted us, the dear 
people: Sally got seven and I had three dollars out of the 
twelve hundred.'' 

Of her closing years it is not necessary to speak in 
detail. Ann Royall's bitterly poor old age has con- 
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tributed a facetious paragraph to nearly every book 
that has been written about early Washington. Often 
she was forced to beg. But she never felt that she was 
begging. She believed that her little newspaper, of- 
fered in exchange, was a fair equivalent for what she 
received. In 1854, because of failing physical strength, 
she was obliged to contract the Htmtress to the size of 
a child 's paper. 

Few women eighty-five years old could fill even so 
small a newspaper as well as Mrs. Royall did. Fewer 
still, at so advanced an age, would start out with such 
resolute cheer. The leading editorial of the first num- 
ber in what she bravely called **a new series of the 
Huntress/' is full of hope. The main article is on the 
fugitive slave excitement in Boston when an attempt 
was made to remand the negro. Burns, to his owner, 
Captain Suttle. Again, Mrs. Royall declares that she 
does not object to abolition itself, but to the use that is 
made of it as a cloak for the state and church party. 
The second number contains an excellent pen-portrait 
of Franklin Pierce, then President of the United States, 

But the flickering physical strength of the aged 
woman could not long keep up with her unwaning brain 
energy. The summer of 1854 was intensely hot in 
Washington. July 2, Mrs. Royall issued the number 
of the Huntress which, although she did not know it, 
was to be her valedictory. After analyzing the Kan- 
sas-Nebraska Bill with all her old-time vigor of lan- 
guage, and saying a few words on the tariff (Ann 
Royall is, perhaps, the only American woman who ever 
understood all the ins and outs of any tariff legislation) 
she regrets that she missed hearing Dr. John Lord's 
recent historical lecture. In the last editorial she would 
ever write she savs : 
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'*We trust in Heaven for three things. First, that Mem- 
bers may give us the means to pay for this paper — perhaps 
three or four cents a Member — a few of them are behindhand 
in their subscriptions. Our printer is a poor man. We have 
only thirty-one cents in the world, and for the first time since 
we have resided in this city — thirty-one years — we were un- 
able to pay our last month's rent, only six dollars. Had not 
our landlord been one of the best of men we should have been 
stript by this time. But' we shall get that from our humble 
friends. Second, we pray that Washington may escape that 
dreadful scourge, the Cholera. Our third prayer is [and 
these were Ann Royall's last printed words] that the union 
of these states may be eternal.^' 

Quietly, almost painlessly, old Mrs. Royall died the 
first day of October, 1854. The world had run by her. 
Washington papers announced her death only by the 
following curt notice : 

** Yesterday morning, the first inst. Mrs. Ann Royall, at a 
very advanced age. Her funeral will take place this after- 
noon at three o'clock from her late residence on B Street, 
Capitol Hill, where her acquaintances are respectfully invited 
to attend without further notice." 

Next day the Intelligencer contained two columns 
reviewing the life and work of Madame De Sevign^. 
Of the able American woman whose whole life's thought 
was given to her country's welfare not one word was 
spoken. 

In the Congressional cemetery, surrounded by the 
cenotaphs of many of the statesmen who in life feared 
or courted her pen, almost within a stone's throw of 
the great white dome toward which her heart-strings 
and her brain-fibers were ever turning— Ann Royall, 
war-worn widow of a gallant officer of the American 
Revolution, lies forgotten in a sunken, unmarked 
grave. 
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Just a few words in conclusion. A man who reads 
everything he can lay his hands on relating to the 
development of the United States and who knows Mrs. 
Royall 's writings, well has said : 

** After all, when one studies the causes for which she stood 
one can't help feeling that the old lady was about right on 
every subject she tackled." 

There is much truth in that homely judgment. Sum- 
marized, the main causes for which Ann Royall fought 
were : Entire separation of church and state, in spirit 
and letter; exposure and punishment of corrupt offi- 
cials; sound money; public schools in all parts of the 
country, free from sectarian bias or control ; masonry ; 
justice to the Indians ; liberal immigration laws ; trans- 
portation of mails on Sunday ; internal improvements ; 
territorial expansion ; liberal appropriations for scien- 
tific investigation; equal and just tariff laws— no nulli- 
fication ; states rights in regard to the slavery question ; 
betterment of conditions of wage-earners ; free thought, 
free speech and a free press; good works instead of 
long prayers. 

How much Ann Royall really accomplished for any, 
or for all, these causes is a matter of secondary impor- 
tance. The significant fact is that, for more than thirty 
years, Ann Royall was a twicCy a strident voice, cry- 
ing out for national righteousness— at a time, too, when 
nearly all other American women of the pen were utter- 
ing themselves in sentimental verse or milk and water 
prose. 

Mrs. Royall 's manner of presenting her arguments 
against men, measures and institutions which, in her 
opinion, menaced Democracy was often abominably 
offensive. Anything more disagreeable than the earlier 
numbers of Paul Pry it would be hard to find in print. 
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Ann Royall sadly lacked the training of the schools. 
Her mental faculties has been sharpened by constant 
use, but they were never disciplined. She lacked poise 
and coherency. Her points were seldom arranged in a 
way to secure an effective climax. There is an undue 
proportion of chaff to wheat in all her writings. But 
the wheat is there. Even now, Mrs. RoyalPs diatribes 
concerning long dead issues hold a reader's attention. 
AVhen those issues were alive and burning curiosity 
was widespread, says one of her contemporaries, **to 
see what the irrepressible Mrs. Koyall would say next.^^ 
Everj' legislator of her era who kept his ear to the 
ground knew that Mrs. Koyall's influence was not to 
be despised. Her books and i)apers reached everj^ city, 
town and village of the United States. They were read 
alike bv friend and foe. Thev influenced that most im- 
portant class, in any age or country, the free-thinking 
minority of to-day, which is sure to become the major- 
ity of to-morrow. It is well to remember, also, that 
Ann Rovall worked bv sheer force of her individuality. 
She had neither youth, beauty nor grace to aid her. 

Mrs. Royall lacked spiritual insight, calm judgment^ 
culture and the tact that comes from habitual associa- 
tion with the gently-bred. In many respects she was 
the child of her time— a i)eriod of national swagger in 
the United States, of unsj)eakably bad art and man- 
ners, of j)rovincial thought and prejudice, of acrimoni- 
ous discussion and disagreeably insistent, though deep 
and sincere, patriotism. The significant thing about 
her— what makes her worth remembering— is the fact 
that, though typical of her time, she yet both in her 
private and i)ublic life often rose above the stand- 
ards and practice of her time. 

In her private life Ann Royall obeyo<l the precepts 
of the founder of that Christianitv which she was ac- 
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cused of denying. She visited those who were sick and 
in prison ; out of her scanty means, no less than in the 
days of her abundance, she fed the hungry and clothed 
the naked ; she gave shelter to the homeless widow and 
orphan and took the outcast Magdalen to her arms. 

Patriotism was the ruling passion of Ann RoyalPs 
life. A map of the United States filled the whole field 
of her mental vision. Bom into the horrors of border 
strife, she witnessed three wars and anxiously watched 
the black clouds gathering for a fourth. The loyal, 
proud aqd loving allegiance of a lifetime is expressed 
in her last yearning cry, **I pray that the Union of 
these States may be eternal!" 

The jeers of her enemies have pursued Ann Royall 
beyond the grave. Only one good word has been 
spoken for her by any modem writer. But that good 
word comes from a high source— from the accomplished 
scholar to whom, while other librarians come and other 
librarians go, the beautiful, great Library of Congress 
on Capitol Hill in Washington will ever remain a fitting 
and deserved monument— Ainsworth Spofford. 

In a valuable article on ** Early Journalism in Wash- 
ington," Dr. Spofford says of Mrs. Royall: 

**That she was regarded as a horrid creature by many is 
most true. But it is equally true that Ann Royall had many 
friends wherever she went, and that she was not without kind- 
liness and even charity. The world's judgment of erratic 
persons who become prominent in any age is apt to be severe. 
But a more impartial judgment holds in fair balance the good 
and the evil in human character, and refuses to condemn too 
harshly the struggling and industrious woman who, in a ruder 
age than ours, conquered adversity and ate her hard-earned 
bread in the sweat of her brow.*' 



TREE CULTURE, OR A SKETCH OF NURS- 
ERIES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

By JOHN A. SAUL. 
(Read before the Society, April 9, 1906.) 

In looking into the history of nurseries and nursery- 
men in the District of Columbia, I have been somewhat 
puzzled as to the extent to which I should carry my 
researches, and whether or not I should treat the sub- 
ject in its purely local aspect ; or should view it in its 
national and more comprehensive appearance. Fur- 
ther, the consideration of societies that have existed 
from time to time, and that still exist in this line of 
endeavor, should rightfully be incorporated in an 
article of this kind; but as I have found little informa- 
tion upon the subject, I can only incidentally refer to 
them; and merely touch upon other matters in so far 
as they relate to or were affected by the persons treated 
of in this paper. Therefore, whilst I have looked 
pretty thoroughly for data upon this subject, and will 
only advert to the well-known men who have flourished 
in the district; there are some, of course, that I will 
have to pass over, from the fact that little or nothing 
could be obtained relating to their history. It will, 
therefore, remain for some future searcher to fill in 
any gaps that may appear herein. 

In investigating this subject I have been able to find 
only three persons who carried on nurseries of any con- 
siderable extent, though several others were found who 
may have carried on the business in a limited way. 

These three men I will take up in their proper order. 
Major John Adlum may be considered the pioneer 
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nurseryman in the District of Columbia. He pur- 
chased three separate parcels of land, the first from 
John Heugh, called the * * Addition to the Rock of Dun- 
barton/* the deed of which was acknowledged Decem- 
ber 4, 1816, recorded Februarj- 22, 1817, containing 
forty-five acres; the second from Joseph Nourse, ac- 
knowledged June 11, 1819, recorded August 21, 1819, 
containing one acre and thirtj'-six perches; and the 
third from James Dunlop, acknowledged February 4, 
1820, recorded February 8, 1820, consisting of two 
tracts, one containing ninety-three acres and one quar- 
ter of an acre, called * * Part of the Addition to the Rock 
of Dunbarton'*; and the other eightj' acres and one 
quarter and four perches, called **Gizor/* Although 
these deeds refer to one of their boundaries as the road 
leading from ** Isaac Peirce^s Mill to Georgetown,** I 
was uncertain as to the exact location of the Adlum 
proi>ertv. \j\>on sy^eakiiig to Mr. Francis D. Shoe- 
maker, however, he said his father, Mr. Peirce Shoe- 
maker, had often spoken of Major Adlum, and I was 
directed to the proj^erty, which is the present site of 
the Bureau of Standards. The old Adlum house is 
near the southeast corner of the property, directly east 
of the Bureau of Standards, and therefore, at the south- 
west corner of Connecticut Avenue and Peirce Mill 
Road. It is at i)resent in a state of decay. 

Major Adlum does not api)ear to have had a general 
nurserj% but seems to have satisfied himself with grow- 
ing grai>es and making wine; being more of a vine- 
yardist or viticulturist. He cultivated the vine with 
marked success, and L. H. Bailey, in his ** Evolution 
of Our Native Fruits, ' ' sj^eaks of him as follows : 

''^[ajor Adlum occupies such a commanding place in our 
horticultural evolution that the reader will be glad of a sketch 
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of his personal history. Unfortunately his works have not 
attracted the attention of biographers and historians; and it 
is with more than common pleasure that I am able, through 
the aid of his granddaughter, Mrs, J. W. Henry, of Washing- 
ton, to draw a rapid picture of the man. John Adlum was 
the son of Joseph and Catherine Adlum, and was bom in 
York, Pennsylvania, April 29, 1759. At the age of 54, he 
married his cousin. Miss Margaret Adlum, daughter of John 
Adlum, of Frederickstown, Md. They had two children, 
Margaret C, afterwards Mrs. Cornelius Barber, of Washing- 
ton, D. C, and Anna Maria, afterwards Mrs. H. Dent. They 
lived several years near Havre de Grace, when Mr. Adlum 
moved to Montgomery County, Md., where he lived for a few 
years. His last change of residence was to *The Vineyard,' 
two miles from Georgetown, D. C, where he died March 1, 
1836. It was at *The Vineyard' that he first began the culti- 
vation of grapes. He was a soldier in the Revolution, a major 
in the Provisional Army during the administration of the 
elder Adams, and afterwards a brigadier general in the mili- 
tia of Pennsylvania. It is said of him, that, *as a scientific 
agriculturist, he had few superiors. He devoted almost the 
whole of his life to the acquisition and diffusion of useful in- 
formation. ' * In early life he was a great friend of Dr. Joseph 
Priestly, of Northumberland, and the knowledge he acquired 
of chemical science from that learned philosopher he applied 
with signal success to various agricultural operations.' His 
wife died at the residence of their daughter, !Mrs. Barber, 
July 16, 1852, at the age of 86. Major Adlum was also sur- 
veyor, and in 1789 he was directed by Surveyor-General 
Lukens to survey the reserved tracts of land at Presque Isle 
(Erie), Le Boeuf, etc. The same year he was appointed by 
the government, on the recommendation of William !Maclay, 
Benjamin Rush, Professor Nicholson, and Colonel Thomas 
Hartley, a commissioner for examining the navigation of the 
Susquehanna River, and subsequently with Benjamin Ritten- 
house, to examine the Schuylkill River. On the 27th of June, 
1791, he wrote to Governor Mifflin that he was at New Town 
with Colonel Timothy Pickering to meet the Oneida and 
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Onandaga Indians. They were on their way to Painted Post, 
where the meeting was to be held. In August of the same 
year, he wrote a letter from Fort Franklin, where he met 
Complanter and other chiefs on public business. He at one 
time lived at Muncy, and assisted in making an early map 
of Pennsylvania. On the 14th of April, 1795, he was ap- 
pointed by Governor Mifflin one of the first associate judges 
of Lycoming County, and resigned February 16, 1798, on 
account of contemplated change of residence. 

** Major Adlum has been described as being a tall, stout, 
muscular man, and very active in his movements. He had 
blue eyes, light hair, florid complexion, and a smooth-shaven 
face. He was very benevolent, and loved to aid the needy 
and unfortunate. The frontispiece portrait is reduced from 
an oil painting by Peel." 

Thus it will be seen that Bailey not only commends 
Major Adlum 's work in the highest terms, but gives 
him first place in his book. 

The Adlum property has in recent years been re- 
ferred to as the **Dent Property.'* 

Major Adlum appears to have written two works, at 
least that is the number I found in the Library of Con- 
gress, the first published in 1823, entitled **A Memoir 
on the Cultivation of the Vine in America, and the Best 
Mode of Making Wine. ' ' On the title-page of this book 
appears the autograph signature of James Madison, 
and it is likely the copy was presented to him by Major 
Adlum after the retirement of the President to his farm, 
which was in 1817. This book is valued so highly by the 
Library that it is kept in the oflSce and not in the stacks 
with the other books. This work, though small con- 
tains 142 pages, and goes fully into the cultivation of 
the grape for the table and wine, and gives not only hi:- 
own experience, but extracts from many other writers, 
foreign as well as American. 
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Appended to the above volume is ^a list of the 
grapes grown by Major Adlum, consisting of some 
twenty-two varieties. These he had numbered and 
most of them named. I will not go into the nomen- 
clature of these grai^es because the same would be too 
lengthy. I will, however, refer to what he calls 
* * Tokay "or * * No. 4, ' ' for this grape afterwards became 
the famous Catawba; it is really the grape that was 
brought to light by Adlum, and that entitles him to the 
imdying gratitude of all lovers of the grape. Bailey 
savs : 

*'The first great American grape was the Catawba, and it 
is still one of the four leading contemporaneous varieties of 
the fox-grape type, the others being Concord, Delaware, and 
Niagara." 

The historv of the Catawba, or as he then called it 
** Tokay," is thus given by Adlum, where, in speaking 
of the amount of grapes that can be grown on an acre, 
he refers to the amount of grai)es growing on the vine 
from which he obtained the first cuttings of ** Tokay," 
and on pages 109, 110 and 111 says: 

**Mrs. Scholl, who keeps a public house at Clarksburgh, 
Montgomery' Co., Md., has a grape vine in her garden, which 
I pruned (for the sake of the cuttings) in Feb. 1819, and 
about the 10th of September, the same year, I went to see the 
fruit, as I had heard a great deal about the (quantity and 
quality of it. Most of the grapes were then ripe, and there 
happened to be several ladies and gentlemen there at the time, 
travelling for health or pleasure." . . . 

Also in si)eaking of the arbor of J. Johnston, Esqr., 
near Fredericktown, Md., he says: 

**This is the same grape as at Mrs. SchoU's. A German 
priest, who saw Mrs. SchoU's vine in full bearing and ripe, 
pronounced them the true * Tokay,' and said he saw the same 
kind growing in Tokay, in IIungar>'." . . . 




Saul: Nurseries in the District of Columbia. 43 

At the end of this work Major Adlum says : 
**I have several other kinds of grapes, which have not yet 
produced fruit, and as the labels were lost before I had an 
opportunity of marking them properly, I do not know how to 
name them. 

**As I find a demand for grapes increasing, I intend to get 
every variety of good grapes I can procure in this and other 
countries, to suit the states north and south of this.'' 

The next work by Adlum was published in 1826, 
under the title of ** Adlum on Making Wine." This 
work on the art of making wine is a small pamphlet, 
contains some thirty-six i>ages, and goes quite fully 
into the various steps attendant upon wine making. 
He advocates making wine from native grapes; and 
points out the great quantity of wild grapes annually 
growing over the whole face of the country, which could 
be easily utilized. He concludes his little work by dedi- 
cating it **to my fair countrywomen" . . . , and urges 
upon them the making of wine, saying : 

**I recommend these numbers to my countrywomen with 
the more earnestness and confidence, because I hope that 
through their good sense and industry in making wine at 
home, a great reformation may be effected in the prevailing 
taste and habits of the other sex throughout the union. I do 
not mean to expatiate on the pleasures or the healthful prop- 
erties of pure and good wine — though they are by no means 
inconsiderable. It is recommended to female patronage by 
higher considerations. It is a fact well attested, that the 
nations among whom the use of wine is general, are in general 
free from the disgusting vice of intoxication. That this vice 
is too frequent in our country is undeniable. How many 
families are made wretched by its fatal empire over men, who 
would otherwise be respectable ! If the husband, whose want 
of foresight and resolution has made him a victim of its in- 
sidious approaches, is not quite brutalized by it, he will be 
inspired with regret, and reclaimed, on receiving from the 
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hands of his wife a beverage at once more wholesome and 
more pleasantly exhilarating than the noxious one, to which 
he has been accustomed to sacrifice his own respectability, and 
what should be still dearer, the happiness of his family. 

**That liquid fire, the use of which is unhappily so frequent 
among us, destroys both the body and the mind; benumbing 
all the faculties, and inspiring ferocious, gloomy, and vicious 
ideas; making men stupid and indolent, troublesome neigh- 
bors, bad husbands, and restless and quarrelsome companions. 
The use of it a vice in itself, prepares the mind for other 
vices, at which the individual when uncorrupted, would have 
revolted with horror. On the contrary, wine, moderately en- 
joyed, leaves a man cheerful, capable of attending to business, 
happy in himself, and benevolent to others; it renders him a 
kind neighbor, an ardently affectionate husband, and a good 
tempered, pleasant companion, and it prepares his heart for 
the happy and virtuous influence of woman. 

*'But the practice I am endeavoring to recommend, that of 
preparing homemade wine, is attended with this further ad- 
vantage, which in itself equals and indeed includes all others: 
— It will lead men to seek for their pleasure at home, in the 
bosom of their families, whore is to be found that content, 
comfort and true happiness: which can only be given to man 
by female virtue, and domestic affection." 

The painj^hlet also contains a page or so on the art 
of making currant wine. 

A second edition of the work of 182.'? was published 
in 1S28. The Lil)rary of Congress contains no copy; 
but Mr. Francis 1). Shoemaker located a copy in his 
library. This edition is considerably larger than the 
first, and contains 179 pages. A catalogue or list of 
twenty-seven graiK»s is ai>i)ended to it ; the first of which 
is the Catawba, he having changed the name from 
*'Tokav." It is thus descril)ed: 

**Xo. 1, Catawba. This I l(H>k upon as one of the best wine 
grapes in the I'nited States: and I say th<* very best. It is a 
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very tolerable table grape. Those that ripen in the sun are 
of a deep purple color ; where they are partially shaded, they 
are of a lilac color ; and where they ripen wholly in the shade, 
and are perfectly ripe, they are white, rich, sweet and vinous. 
When they are colored, they have somewhat of a musky taste, 
resembling the Frontignac. They are very great and certain 
bearers — and it will produce a greater variety of good wines 
than any other known grape — from Tokay and Champaign, 
down to Sauteme." 

A copy of a letter received from Thomas Jefferson, 
dated * * Montieello, April 11, 1823,'* acknowledging 
receipt of two bottles of wines, with comments thereon, 
is inserted in this edition. 

The following advertisement ai>i:)ears in the Daily 
National Intelligencer of January 25, 1825, and in many 
subsequent publications : 

''To the citizens of the United States who are disposed to 
encourage a new article of agriculture and probably of com- 
merce. 

"Having for a nmnber of years past been in the practice 
of cultivating the vine and making wine from the various 
kinds of grapes indigenous to our countrj% and being desirous 
to diffuse that knowledge as far as possible, I have thought 
it best to solicit the patronage of my countrymen generally, 
as I am very certain that this business will be at least as profit- 
able, if not more so, than any other article of agriculture, even 
when the greater part of the wine sells as low as twenty-five 
cents per gallon (25c. per gal.), which I suppose will be the 
price of the meanest kinds of it. But until the cultivation 
becomes general, and the wine is plenty, it will not sell for 
less than one dollar per gallon ($1 per gal.). Even now. in 
the old wine countries, the best wines sell at from one to three 
dollars per gallon ($1 to $3 per gal.), and there is no doubt 
that as good wines can be made in this country as the World 
can produce. 

**I, therefore, respectfully solicit those who are disposed to 
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encourage this business, to purchase one or more dozens by 
way of trial, or, if they are unwilling to do that, they may, 
by calling on me, have an opportunity of tasting it and judg- 
ing for themselves. For, although it may not exactly have 
the flavor of the foreign wines, such as they have been in the 
habit of drinking, I flatter myself it will be drank, by those 
who are clear of prejudice, with more satisfaction, and cer- 
tainly with much more safety. 

**I will sell my wine at from six to seven dollars per dozen 
bottles, and will deliver it at any place in the City of Wash- 
ington or Georgetown ; and, at the additional charge of thirty- 
seven cents, I will pack the bottles in a neat box, so that the 
wine can be carried in safety to any distance, either by land 
or water. 

**I have, also, some thousands of the cuttings of the wine 
grapes and others to dispose of at reasonable prices, and any 
letters, free of postage, will be duly attended to. George- 
town, D. C, Jan. 25, 1825, John Adlum.'' 

Bailey also calls attention to the fact that Adlum was 
the first to have the idea of experiment stations. It 
seems that Adlum tried to interest the President in a 
scheme to obtain for him a i)ortion of the jmblic ground 
in this city for the pur]>ose of an exi)erimental farm, 
but failed. In reference to this Adlum savs : 

**My application was, however, rejected, and I have been 
obliged to prosecute the undertaking myself, without assist- 
ance and without patnmajre, and this I have done to the full 
extent of my very limited means. ... As I am advancing in 
years and know not when I may be called hence, I am solicit- 
ous that the information I have acrpiired shall not die with 



me. 



In speaking of this Bailey says: 

**I*oor Adlum I It is a pathetic story of a man struggling 
on in advance of his time, supported only by the confidence 
that his lal)ors would sr»me day come to a full fruition. Let 
us twine a wreath of the frairile Adlumia, and renew his mem- 
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oiy when every returning vintage grows purple in the autumn 
sun!" 

This reference by Bailey to Adlumia, is to the Alle- 
gheny vine or smoke vine, referred to in his work, and 
which was named for Adlum by the botanist Bafin- 
esque. 

It should also be remembered that Nicholas Long- 
worth, of Cincinnati, Ohio, who was so successful with 
the Catawba, obtained his first cuttings of the same 
from Adlum. 

The next nurseryman to be considered is Joshua 
Peirce. Mr. Peirce conducted the first general nursery 
in the District. It was located on Bock Creek, the 
land of which he received from his father, Isaac Pierce, 
by deed acknowledged October 10, 1823, and recorded 
October 17, 1823. The consideration named therein is 
** natural love and affection." It was described as 
beginning at the mouth of Piney Branch, and running 
north. It contained eighty-two acres, two roods, and 
twenty-eight perches. The house still stands, and be- 
ing of stone, is still in a good state of presentation. 
It is located at the northwest comer of Klingle Boad 
and Bock Creek, or Beach Driveway. Before its trans- 
fer to the government it was the home of Peirce 
Klingle, a nephew of Joshua Peirce *s wife. Joshua 
Peirce also owned a number of squares in the upper 
part of the city, which he utilized by raising nursery 
stock on them. 

The square bounded by B and S and 14th and 15th 
streets, was owned by him; and the Washington Hos- 
pital for Foundlings upon said square exists to-day 
as a monument to his beneficence. This square is said 
to be about the center of his city property, which at 
one time is said to have contained about fifty-four 
acres. 
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Joshua Peirce was bom in Philadelphia about the 
year 1795, the exact date I have not been able to ascer- 
tain. On his vault in Rock Creek Cemetery is the fol- 
lowing : * * Joshua Peirce, April 11, 1869, aged 74 years ; 
Susan A. Peirce, Jan. 10, 1861, aged 67 years." He 
married Miss Susan A. Coates of Philadelphia, Pa.; 
but died childless. Isaac Peirce, his father, came from 
Pennsylvania and purchased several thousand acres of 
land in the valley of Rock Creek, some time prior to 
the last century. 

The following notice appeared in the Daily National 
Intelligencer, of April 12, 1869: 

** Death of an Old Citizen. 

**Mr. Joshua Peirce, one of the oldest citizens of Washing- 
ton, died yesterday afternoon at his residence at Linnaean 
Hill, near the city, in the seventy-fifth year of his age. Mr. 
Peirce was well-known to our citizens generally, having for 
many years been engaged in the propagation of rare trees 
and plants, and was the owner of a square of ground near the 
State Department, which he used as a branch of his nursery 
at Linnaean Hill." 

Mr. Peirce is described by his grandnephew, Mr. 
Francis D. Shoemaker, as being below medium height 
and stout. He was educated in Philadelphia and 
Rockville, Md.; and had a classical education. His 
pictures disclose an intelligent and benevolent face, 
traits which were well attested by his life. His pic- 
turesque home and the surrounding landscape even at 
this time are witnesses to his artistic temperament. 
Upon the old nursery, and in the vicinity thereof, are 
still many evergreen and deciduous trees that were 
planted by him. The old driveway to the house has 
sugar maples along the same ; and there are to be seen 
white pines, Norway spruces, silver maples, silver firs, 
and box. The old house is covered with English ivy. 
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In the garden of the Peirce Shoemaker property, 
are many shrubs and evergreens, such as American 
arborvitae, American holly, spiraeas, deutzias, sweet 
shrubs, purple beeches and the like. Opposite the 
house were three gigantic white pines; one only now 
remains, age and the elements have destroyed the 
others. For years they were the admiration of every 
one. South of the Shoemaker home, on what the 
family had christened ** Ginger Hill," is an enormous 
white pine still standing, though somewhat injured. I 
have been informed by the family that Abner Peirce, a 
brother of Joshua, brought the same with him from 
Pennsylvania, as a small seedling, in his saddle-bag. 
It must, therefore, be extremely old. Along the creek 
between the Peirce nursery and the mill, are to be 
found the bald cypress, American larch, purple beech 
and silver maple. These unquestionably came from 
the Peirce nursery. 

Mr. Peirce issued a catalogue of trees; but I have 
not been able to obtain a copy of the same. The adver- 
tisements carried in the Daily National Intelligencer 
give some idea of the variety and extent of his stock. 
The following advertisement appeared in the Daily 
Naiional Intelligencer of March 7, 1825, and subse- 
quently : 

*' Fruit and Ornamental Trees. 

**The subscriber tenders his thanks to the citizens of the 
District, and the adjoining states, for the patronage his estab- 
lishment has already received, and respectfully solicits its 
continuance, pledging himself to use every exertion to merit 

it. 

'*He has now on hand a choice collection of Fruit Trees, 
consisting of Apple, Peach, Pear, Nectarine, Apricot, Plum, 
and Cherry Trees; with a variety of Garden Fruit, such as 
Currant, Gooseberry, and Raspberry Bushes, etc. A large 

4 
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collection of Evergreen and other Ornamental Forest Trees, 
among which are European and American Balm of Gilead, 
Fir, White or Weymouth Pine; Norway, Black, Red and 
Hemlock Spruce Fir; Juniper and Arbor Vitae, Larch, Lin- 
den, Sugar Maple, Locust, Button Wood, Lombardy, Athe- 
nian, and Tulip Poplar Trees; with a variety of others, suit- 
able for streets and lawns ; Grapes native and foreign. Vines 
and Creepers, for walls and arbors; Ornamental Flowering 
Shrubs, Rose Bushes; Green House Trees and Plants, Bulb- 
ous-rooted and other hardy Plants. 

**Also a large quantity of the Pyracantha, or Evergreen 
Thorn, and Main's American Hedging Thorn, which will be 
sold at reduced prices to persons disposed to plant largely. 

** Catalogues of the above articles, with prices affixed, can 
be had of the subscriber, at the Nursery, of Mr. Thomas Lever- 
ing, near the Post Office in Washington ; of Mr. Edward M. 
Linthicum, Cor. of Bridge and High Sts., Georgetown ; or of 
the following persons, who, as agents, will receive and for- 
ward orders : Mr. Abraham Coates, Philadelphia ; Mr. Robert 
Sinclair, Baltimore; Dr. William Fitcher, Fredericktown, 
Md. ; Mr. John Bradock, Rockville ; Mr. Thomas Swann, An- 
napolis; Mr. John Shaw, Leesburg, Va. 

**A11 orders from a distance, inclosing cash, or referring 
to some person near, who will become responsible for the pay- 
ment, will meet with prompt attention. 

** Signed, Joshua Peirce, 
**Linnaean Hill, Near Washington." 



Mr. Peirce was a member of the American Pomo- 
logical Society, his name appearing in the ** Proceed- 
ings" of the same for 1856, and on subsequent dates. 

Mr. Peirce also grew and sold plants, as is shown not 
only by his advertisements ; but by the further fact that 
directly in front of his dwelling is the ruin of an old 
greenhouse ; and I have no doubt he grew his share of 
Camellias and the like, that were so rare in his time. 

Nearly all the old out-houses and barns on his 
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nursery, are of stone, and some of the dates they bear 
are more than a century old. 

Mr. Peirce was very wealthy at the time of his death; 
and his philanthropic nature was not only shown by 
the hospital, hereinbefore referred to, founded by him; 
but by the further fact that he remembered most of his 
employees in his will. 

The third and last person to be considered in con- 
nection with this history, is John Saul. Because of 
my relationship to the subject of this sketch, I trust I 
will be pardoned for any statements that partake to 
any extent of a personal nature. I will, nevertheless, 
treat the same as I see it, giving only the facts as they 
appear. 

Mr. Saul was engaged in the nursery business in this 
District for more than forty-five years. He came to 
Washington May 5, 1851, and died at his nursery on 
the 7th Street Koad, May 11, 1897. The circumstances 
of his coming to Washington were about as follows: 
His eldest brother, Andrew, had ])receded him to this 
country, coming in the spring of 1839, under engage- 
ment with A. J. Downing, as manager of his nurseries, 
at Newburgh, X. Y. After remaining with Mr. Down- 
ing some years, Andrew ])urchased the property; Mr. 
Downing having attained prominence as a writer on 
horticultural and other subjects, gave his entire atten- 
tion to the same, and found it impossible to continue 
the nurser>\ .lolm thus met the Downings through 
Andrew. 

Some notes in the nature of a diary kept by John 
Saul, narrating the principal incidents in his life, refer 
to Barnabas Saul, his grandfather, as coming to County 
Cork from Cashel in Tipperary. He also s])eaks of 
bis father, James Saul, as having been born March 4, 
1779, at Carey's Wood, Castlemartyr, County Cork, 
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Ireland, and dying in the same place March 4, 1869. 
His mother was Mary Hennessy, daughter of David 
Hennessy, and was born near Cloyne, County Cork, in 
1790, and died March 12, 1880. She was buried in the 
same place as his father^ as were also his grandparents. 
He always spoke of his family as noted for longevity, 
his grandparents as well as his parents reaching great 
ages. He said he remembered well his grandparents 
on the Saul side and that they approximated ninety 
years. He often related to me an incident of his last 
visit to Ireland, when he called upon one of his uncles, 
a Hennessy, and met the old gentleman, who was a 
farmer, and at that time ninety-four years of age, 
driving home his cows. 

All of our family still have in our possession books 
containing the autograph signature of James Saul, in 
which the same appears Sail, and in some both ways. 
It seems he had changed it to Sail but went back to 
Saul before his death. My father explained this by 
saying, that as the family were of Norman-Irish de- 
scent, the right name was De Salle, and that Saul and 
Sail were merely corruptions of the same. Mr. Saul 
alwavs referred to Clonmel as the home of the Sauls ; 
and in a graveyard in said town the family can still 
be traced for five hundred years. 

Mr. Saul was of distinguished appearance, and was 
spoken of even in his old age as a strikingly handsome 
man. He gave his height and weight to me, as five 
feet ten and one-half inches, one hundred and ninety 
pounds. He appeared, however, to be much larger, 
due probably to the fact that his shoulders were broad 
and his head large. He had a high full forehead, blue 
eyes, light complexion, inclined to florid, clear cut 
features, with a nose above the average and inclined to 
Roman, and a strong mouth and chin. He was of a 
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calm, retiring, dignified nature. I never knew him to 
use profane language at any time. He was practically 
a teetotaler, and never used tobacco in any form. 

John Saul first saw the light of day in the same 
place as his father, Carey's Wood, December 25, 1819, 
and as before stated, died at his nursery. May 11, 
1897, and was buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery. I will 
only sketch briefly his movements before coming to this 
country. He was educated by a greatuncle, a Mr. Hen- 
nessy, and a Mr. 'Dowd, both country schoolmasters. 
He speaks of going with the family to East Cowes 
Castle in May, 1836, of assisting his father in the 
gardens until March, 1841 ; of then going to the Durd- 
ham Down Nurseries, Bristol, and remaining some 
weeks; then to Llantarnam Abbev as foreman two 
years ; then back to Durdham Down Nurseries, March, 
1843, and after a year was offered and accepted the 
management of the nurseries; which position he says 
he filled much to his own '* pleasure and satisfaction" 
as well as his *' employers up to February, 1851, when 
I left to move to America." He continues: 

**I was married to Rosina M. Lawley, Sept. 24, 1850, in 
the Catholic Church, Pierrepont Place, Bath, England. My 
wife (Rosina M. Saul), my brother William, and myself sailed 
from Liverpool, England, Febniarj^ 11, 1851, in the steam- 
ship *City of Glasgow,' and after a tempestuous voyage of 
nineteen days arrived in Philadelphia, where my brother 
Andrew met us, — remained two days in Philadelphia, when 
we proceeded to New York and Newburgh. We remained in 
the latter place until May, when I proceeded to Washington 
in company with the late A. J. Downing, arriving in Wash- 
ington May 5, 1851, where I took charge of the improvement 
of Public Grounds, — The Mall, Smithsonian Grounds, Square 
South of President's, Lafayette Square. Whilst thus occu- 
pied under Mr. Downing, and in conjunction with W. D. 
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Brackenridge, we planted the Smithsonian Grounds, Lafay 
ette Square, etc. I remained in this position until the Spring 
of 1853. A. J. Downing having been drowned in the Hudson 
River in the Summer of 1852, and the appropriation of Con- 
gress becoming exhausted, the improvement ceased, — and I 
left Government employ.'* . . . 

After speaking of a trip to England and his return 
in December, 1853, he concludes : 

** Since which time I have been a permanent resident of 
Washington. I rented on my arrival a house on the corner 
of H and 7th Streets N. W., where I resided and carried on 
the seed business to the Spring of 1866. On April 10th of 
that year I purchased the residence, 621 7th St., opposite Pat- 
ent Office. This I pulled down in the Autumn of 1873, and 
rebuilt the store, now standing, Nov. 1875.** 

From some of his books, as also from his catalogues, 
it appears that the business was started in 1852. He 
at one time occupied the square bounded by Sixth 
and Seventh and and P streets, N. AV., which he 
utilized as a nursery. It was rented from W. W. Cor- 
coran, and Mr. Corcoran, I am told, offered it to him 
for ten thousand dollars. About this time Mr. Saul 
laid out and beautified the country residence of Mr. 
Corcoran, known as **Harewood," which afterwards 
became the Soldiers' Home. 

In May, 1854, he purchased of Richard Wallach, 
what was known as ** Maple Grove Farm," on the 
Seventh Street Road, the same containing eighty acres. 
The deed for the property was acknowledged May 22, 
1854, and recorded June 15, 1854. This he utilized as 
a nursery until his growing business necessitated the 
purchase of more land. May 1, 1872, he purchased a 
farm at Brightwood, from John H. McChesney, et aL, 
the deed for which was acknowledged May 23, and 
recorded May 27, 1872. This property contained 
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thirty-five acres and forty one-hundredths. It was 
known as the *' Girl's Portion.'' He afterwards pur- 
chased an additional strip, which made it about forty 
acres. He thus had one hundred and twenty acres in 
all. Upon this land he grew practically every tree 
adapted to the climate. The upper or Brightwood 
farm, was of a light loamy soil, and being adapted to 
apples and peaches, he grew the same on it by the 
thousands. His lower nursery, which also contained 
many peach, pear and apple trees, was nevertheless 
devoted mainly to ornamental trees, both evergreen 
and deciduous. He not only grew all the large ever- 
greens, such as Norway spruces, balsam firs, European 
silver fir, Nordmann fir, hemlock spruce, Japanese and 
Chinese arborvifce, all kinds of pines, and all kinds of 
Japanese maples and shrubs, but every variety of 
small fruit. 

Mr. Saul published eight catalogues, the principal 
ones being No. 1, ** A Descriptive Catalogue of Fruits" ; 
No. 3, '^AMiolesale Catalogue of Fruit, Evergreen and 
Ornamental Trees, Shrubs, Roses, and Greenhouse 
Plants," and No. 6 a '* Descriptive Catalogue of 
Plants." His No. 6 catalogue contained usually over 
one himdred pages; and his Xo. 1 over fifty. A rough 
estimate I made of No. 1 shows 276 varieties of apples ; 
282 varieties of pears; 85 varieties of cherries; 83 
varieties of plums; 164 varieties of peaches; and 150 
varieties of grai)es. Besides these all the small fruits 
are thoroughly covered. 

Mr. Saul produced many new plants and trees. Of 
plants pelargoniums, begonias and primulas were the 
principal. I notice in his No. 1 catalogue two apples, 
one peach, and one currant, bearing his name. A list 
of i)remiums he took at various places and times, ap- 
pears in his catalogues. 
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Mr. Saul was a writer all his life on horticultural 
matters. Being a man of good education and well 
read, and having a comprehensive knowledge of horti- 
culture, it is easy to understand that he would write 
intelligently and entertainingly on such matters. He 
was a regular contributor to The Horticulturist, begin- 
ning in 1851, and continuing many years. This work 
was originally edited by A. J. Downing. He was also 
the District correspondent for Downing 's '* Fruits and 
Fruit Trees of America,'' and receives due credit in 
the same. Both he and Andrew were members of the 
American Pomological Society; and John appears on 
many of its conunittees. He was also a member of the 
Society of American Florists. 

It should also be remembered that he was a member 
of the Parking Commission from the time of its crea- 
tion to his death ; and was its chaii*man at his death. 

Mr. Saul also had twenty greenhouses; and em- 
ployed in his busy season about fifty men. Whilst his 
business was principally in the states, he purchased 
and sold plants in all parts of the world. 

In a little work entitled * * District of Columbia, ' ' by 
David Baillie Warden, Paris, 1816, appears a refer- 
ence to a Mr. Maine, a native of Scotland, who had a 
nursery about two miles above Georgetown, where he 
grew grapes, fruit and other trees. In 1807 he is said 
to have published a work entitled, ** Directions for the 
transplantation and management of young thorn, or 
other hedge plants, preparative to their being set in 
hedges, with some practical obser\'ations on the method 
of plain hedging, etc." He is referred to as being 
unsuccessful, and meeting with many misfortunes and 
trials. 

Mr. William Cammack, the well-known florist, at one 
time carried on a nursery on the square bounded by Q 
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and R, and Thirteenth and Fourteentli streets, N. W. 
He purchased the ground in 1841, and for a period of 
about ten years, from 1844 to 1854, utilized the ground 
for a general nursery, growing apples, pears and 
peaches, as well as shade trees and shrubs. 

The only other persons I was able to find were the 
following: In Boyd's Directory for 1858, appears the 
name of W. Downes, nurseryman, N street South, Cor. 
3rd W. I could find nothing further of him. In Boyd 's 
Directory for 1862 appears the name of Charles J. Uhl- 
mann, N. Capitol, Cor. Boundary, ** Grapevine Nurs- 
eries." Mr. Rudolph Eichhom told me he knew Mr. 
XJhlmann as a fine architect; but he did not know of 
him as a nurseryman. Mr. George Savage also ap- 
pears as a nurseryman, at 294 Fifth Street, West, in 
Boyd's of 1860 I assume this is the Mr. Savage who 
kept a hardware store on Seventh Street, and that I 
can recall very well as a great temperance advocate. 
He used to harangue the people from the steps of the 
Patent Office; and as a small boy I often listened to 
him. 

I also noticed the following in the Daily National 
Intelligencer of March 20, 1830. 

** Grape CrTT:xNGs. 

**A large quantity of cuttings of the finest grapes for sale 
at the Vineyard of the subscriber, residing near the Navy 
Hospital, and about three quarters of a mile east of the 
Capitol. **Adam Lindsay." 

The only societies I have been able to locate are the 
following: 

**The Columbian Horticultural Society" appears to 
have been organized August 21, 1833. A constitution 
was drawn up, and officers elected. It was stated that 
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the object of the society ** shall be to encourage, pro- 
mote and improve horticulture in all its branches." 
Premiums were to be offered for any improvements in 
horticulture and the names of the persons making the 

same recorded in the journals of the society. Its 
officers were: 

**Col. N. Towson, President; Virgil Maxey, Vice-President 
for Washington City; Josiah Cales, Jun., Vice-President for 
Washington County; Richard B. Mason, Vice-President for 
Alexandria County; (Two vacancies, those for Alexandria 
City); Wm. Hewitt, Treasurer; George Watterston, Corre- 
sponding Secretary; William Hickey, Recording Secretary. 
Councillors: Messrs. C. K. Gardiner, Francis Lowndes, Adam 
Lindsay, Nathaniel Frye, Jun., W. W. Seaton, Alexander Mc- 
Williams, Robert Barnard, John P. Ingle, R. S. Coxe, George 
Bomford, Joshua Peirce, John A. Smith, C. B. King, J. S. 
Gunnell, John Boyle, and William Rich. 

**By order of the Society. 

**W. Hickey, 

'^ Recording Secretary.*' 

The next society, a copy of the constitution of which 
appears in the Library of Congress, is the following: 

**The Washington Horticultural Society." It was 
instituted April 15, 1857, with 115 members, and the 
following officers: 

**W. W. Corcoran, President; Wm. B. Magruder, First 
Vice-President; George W. Riggs, Second Vice-President; 
Darius Clagett, Third Vice-President ; Wm. Cammack, Treas- 
urer; John Saul, Corresponding Secretary; William Hughes, 
Recording Secretary.'' 

The preamble to the Constitution was as follows : 

** Whereas, experience has proved that the association of 
individuals and the formation of societies for the purpose of 
encouraging horticulture and its kindred sciences, by improv- 
ing the growth of plants, vegetables, trees, fruits, and flowers, 
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and of introducing into our Country' new species and varie- 
ties: For the accomplishment of this end the undersigned 
do unite and form themselves as one body, for the mutual 
benefit of each other, binding ourselves, one to another, in 
form and manner following:'' . . . 

The Potomac Fruit Growers Association was organ- 
ized September 14, 1868, with thirteen members. 

The first notice I have been able to find of a meeting 
is in the Evening Star of September 27, 1868, which 
contains the following: 

**The Potomac Fruit Growers Association. The second 
meeting of this association was held at the residence of Judge 
Bramhall, at Falls Church, Fairfax County, Virginia, on 
Wednesday evening, and was largely attended by gentlemen 
from Washington and the neighboring counties of Alexandria 
and Loudon, as well as the different sections of Fairfax. The 
features of the meeting was a brief but eloquent speech from 
Judge Bramhall, on taking the chair, the report of Col. Frank 
J. Bramhall on the constitution: and interesting remarks by 
Mr. Sanderson of California/' . . . 

It was said that the remainder of the officers of the 
association were elected at the meeting, and were as 
follows : 

** President, Charles II. Bramhall; First Vice-President. 
Robert A. Phillips; Second Vice-President, John L. Koon . 
Recording Secretary, Dr. P. Ilogan; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Col. Frank J. Bramhall; Treasurer, Dr. Lester Lloyd; 
Financial Secretary, Philip flyers; Curator, Mr. McCormick; 
Executive Committee, Judge Bramhall, Mr. Phillips, Mr. 
Koon, Dr. Ilogan, Dr. Lloyd, Col. Chamberlain, Major Hine, 
and Captain York.'' 

A fair was held by tlie association September 23, 24, 
25 and 26, 1879, at Masonic Temple, and upon the com- 
mittees of the various departments such names as Wm. 
Saunders, John Saul, Stacy H. Snowden, P. H. Troth, 
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N. W. Pierson, D. 0. Munson, J. R. Gray, J. Hoffman 
Smith, Hiram Pitts, S. A. H. McKim, George F. Need- 
ham, and many others apj>ear. Mr. Saul received a 
diploma dated September 27, 1879, for the best collec- 
tion of pears, plants, etc. 

The association was reorganized in 1890, and became 
the Potomac Literarj' Club, and it is at present known 
by that name, being now purely literary in its nature. 

There was also what was called *'The Potomac Side 
Naturalists' Club,'' for the purpose of studying the 
flora and fauna of the vicinity. The only reference, 
however, I found to this was in Field and Forest for 
June, 1875, which published its proceedings. 

**The District of Columbia Horticultural Society" 
appeairs to be the next society of this kind. It was 
organized March 30, 1878. A copy of the premiums, 
etc., offered by the society at its first annual exhibition 
was found in the Library of Congress. This exhibi- 
tion was held on the 21st, 22d, 23d, and 24th of Septem- 
ber, 1880, at Masonic Temple. The object of the 
society was said to be ** to encourage horticulture in all 
its branches." A list of the members does not appear, 
but the officers of the society in 1880 were as follows: 
President, John Saul ; first vice-president, Thomas W. 
Fowler ; second vice-president, • Chalkey Gillingham ; 
third vice-president, Z. M. P. King; recording secre- 
tar>% Warrington Gillingham; corresponding secretary, 
Daniel S. Curtiss; treasurer, John T. C. Clark. Execu- 
tive committee: President, recording secretary, corre- 
sponding secretary', and treasurer, ex-officio; David I. 
Saimders, L. V. Dovilliers, Simeon Swindells, John G. 
Judd, and Michael Esch. 

The general nature of the exhibits may be judged 
from the following classes upon which premiums were 
awarded. The schedule of i>remiums and committees 
for awarding i»remiums were as follows: 
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** Department 1. 
** Class 1, Plants and Flowers. 
** Exhibited by Professional Florists. 

** Committee : John T. C. Clark, Thomas W. Fowler, and 
Mrs. Harriet X. Nute. ' ' 

Seventy-two collections or plants were designated for 
which diplomas were offered. 

** Class 2, Plants and Flowers. 

** Exhibited by Amateur Florists." 

Same as in Class 1, but to compete with exhibits in 
this class onlv. 

** Committee: John Saul, David I. Saunders, and Simeon 
Swindells. 
* * Class 3, Cut Flowers. 

** Committee: Charles A. Ball, Mrs. Marj- V. Quinn, and 
Mrs. W. M. Easby-Smith. 
**28 Diplomas. 
** Class 4, Floral Designs. 

** Committee: James K. Kerr, Wm. Gait, and Mrs. Jane 
Farnham. 

**26 Diplomas. 
** Department 2. 
** Class 1, Fruits. 
All to be grown by Exhibitors. 

Committee: Wm. Saunders, Daniel S. Curtiss, and L. V. 
Dovilliers. 

**49 Diplomas for collections or specimens. 
Department 3. 
Class 1, Vegetables. 
To be grown by Exhibitors. 
** Committee: Edmund Cammack. John Slater and Chalkey 
Gillingham. 
**33 Diplomas were offered in these collections." 

These are all the societies I have been able to locate, 
though I am verj' sure there were some others. 

A card in the Library of Congress has the follow- 
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ing: ** Botanical Society; Florula Columbiensis ; or A 
List of Plants found in the District of Columbia, dur- 
ing the years 1817-18. 14 pp. S"". Washington. J. 
Gideon, p. 1819." 

There was also what was known as the ** Agricultural 
Sodety," which met at the Smithsonian annually. 
IVom about 1853, I noticed this in the Washington 
directories, and it continued for many years. It was 
of a national character. Its ofl&cers were : Marshall P. 
Wilder, president, Boston ; Joseph C. G. Kennedy, cor- 
responding secretary; Wm. Selden, treasurer, Wash- 
ington; W. S. King, recording secretary, Rhode Island. 

In conclusion, it may be said, that in the past there 
appears to have been more activity in the District, both 
in nurseries and in societies relating to horticulture, 
than is present at this writing. However, the District 
certainly contributed more than its share in the last 
century to this line of industry. The work of the quiet 
and indefatigable nurserymen of the District has cer- 
tainly not been in vain. What untold good has accrued 
to this country by the work of their hands it is impos- 
sible to say. Horticulture in their time was very dif- 
ferent from what it is now. The lessons taught in the 
Old World did not apply here— climatic conditions 
were different; but with the materials at hand, by ex- 
perimentation, by blending the old forms with the new, 
they evolved new types suited to our climate. The 
nurserymen made this land what it is to-day, the great- 
est fruit country on the face of the globe. They showed 
the way ; and the advancement of the future will be by 
imperceptible degrees ; and not by radical changes such 
as they brought about. A glance at the statistics of 
the horticulture of this country would astonish any one 
not familiar with the facts. 



A RAMBLE ALONG THE BOUNDARY STONES 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA WITH 

A CAMERA. 

By FRED E. WOODWARD. 
(Read before the Society, May 14, 1906.) 

It will surprise many to know that the District of 
Columbia, the seat of the National Government, often 
called the **Ten Miles Square," is not at present, and 
was not, even at the outset, exactly ten miles square. 
Accurate measurements made by the U. S. Coast Sur- 
vey, fixing definitely the position of the original bound- 
ary stones, show that while the district was approxi- 
mately a rectangle whose four sides were ten miles in 
length, it was not exactly so, as each line is somewhat 
more than ten miles long. To be exact, the northwest- 
ern and southeastern lines exceed ten statute miles bv 
63 feet and 70.5 feet respectively ; and the northeastern 
and southwestern lines also exceed ten statute miles 
by 263.1 feet and 230.6 feet respectively. 

These irregularities throw the north corner of the 
district 116.2 feet to the west of the meridian of the 
south or original stone, and also throw the west corner 
138.6 farther to the north than the east comer. A 
closer examination shows that the distances between 
the successive stones vary considerably from exact 
miles, and in no single instance can a milestone be 
found placed at exactly a distance of one mile from its 
neighbor. The nearest approach to an exact mile is 
between Nos. 1 and 2 on the southwest line, near Ben- 
nings, and between Nos. 7 and 8 on the northwest line, 
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near Chevy Chase Circle, each of which measures 5,279 
feet, or one foot short of a mile. 

These errors in measurement amount to as much as 
40 feet over a mile in one instance and to 138 feet short, 
in another of the various intervals, and these discrepan- 
cies apply to those spaces which are supposed to 
be exact miles and not to certain spaces which were 
intended to be either more or less than a mile, and are 
so marked. 

It is still further discovered that many of the stones 
are out of alignment and that the original lines limit 
ing the territory are not at the proper angles. For 
instance, the southeastern line, which was intended to 
bear north 45° east, or true N. E., is actually north 
45° 1' 45.6" east, or nearly two minutes out of the way, 
while the southwestern line which was intended to bear 
45" west, or true N. W., is actually north 44° 59' 24.6" 
west, or nearly one-half minute out of the way. 

The District of Columbia was established bv an Act 
of Congress dated July 16, 1790. It was first called 
the Territory of Colupnbia, although a reporter from 
Alexandria, Virginia, in sending a report of the laying 
of the original cornerstone, April 15, 1791, to the 
Massachusetts Spy made use of the words, ** United 
Columbia.'' An earlv use of the words, ** District of 
Columbia," api)ears in the U. S. Gazette, published in 
Philadelphia, January 4, 1792. Xo mention of either 
of these titles, however, api)ears on any of the boundary 
stones, the Federal territor>' being marked in ever>' 
instance by the words, ** Jurisdiction of the United 
States." 

The sur\'eys for the seat of the Federal Government 
were made (under the jx^rsonal direction of General 
Washington, who was a practical surveyor) by Major 
Pierre Charles L 'Enfant, a young Frenchman of un- 
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doubted talent and skill, but so impulsive and self- 
willed that an open rupture between himself and the 
authorities took place and led to his early retirement. 
Prominent among his assistants were Major Andrew 
Ellieott of Ellicott's Mills, Maryland, who became in a 
few months L 'Enfant 's successor; Lieutenant Isaac 
Roberdeau, who was dismissed by reason of his par- 
ticipation in the historic demolition of the residence 
of Daniel Carroll in New Jersey Avenue, S. E., in 1792 ; 
Nicholas and Charles King, the Count de Graff and 
Benjamin Banneker, the celebrated negro mathema- 
tician and astronomer of Ellieott 's Mills, Maryland. 

Major Andrew Ellieott was a practical engineer of 
great ability, robust and athletic; possessed of moral 
qualities far above the average. His whole career 
seems to have been consistent and straightforward, and 
he was rewarded by the continued friendship and con- 
fidence of those in authority, serving the growing re- 
public in many places of importance. His map of the 
District, made in 1793, or thereabouts, which was prac- 
tically Major L 'Enfant 's modified and changed in a 
few minor details, is a most valuable one and has been 
many times reprinted. * 

Benjamin Banneker was a free negro, who had al- 
ready attracted the attention of Washington and Jef 
ferson by his wonderful mathematical ability. He was 
a protege of Major Ellieott (and earlier still of his 
father, Joseph Ellieott, of Ellieott 's Mills, Maryland, a 
pioneer who constructed in 1769 a wonderful astronom- 
ical clock, which played twenty-four musical tunes, 
and was the wonder of the community). Banneker 's 
knowledge of the exact sciences was remarkable, and 
he was able on more than one occasion to point out 
errors in the *' Nautical Almanac," which had hitherto 
passed unnoticed. In 1791 he was in the prime of his 

5 
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life, about forty years of age, active and energetic, of 
noble and imposing appearance. His broadcloth coat, 
though of ancient cut, was of good material and adorned 
with antique metal buttons. Later in life, he is de- 
scribed as having a venerable face and an abundance 
of white hair, which caused him to become an object of 
much interest. His services in the work of laying out 
the federal territory have always been spoken of in 
terms of praise. 

Completion of the Survey. 

Major Ellicott, in a report made to the Commission- 
ers of the District dated January 1, 1793, says : 

**It is with singular satisfaction that I announce the com- 
pletion of the four lines comprehending the Territory of 
Columbia. These lines are now opened and cleared forty feet 
wide: — that is twenty feet on each side of the lines limiting 
the Territory and in order to perpetuate the work I have set 
up square milestones, marked progressively from the begin- 
ning on Jones' Point to the west corner, thence to the north 
corner, thence to the east, thence to the place of beginning, 
except as to a few places where the miles terminated on a 
declivity or in the water, in such cases the stones are placed 
on the nearest firm ground and the true distance in miles and 
poles is marked on them. 

**0n the sides facing the Territory is inscribed * Jurisdic- 
tion of the United States,' on the opposite sides the name of 
the state, Virginia or Maryland, and on the fourth side is 
inscribed the year and the present position of the magnetic 
needle at the place." 

This last statement seems to be slightly inaccurate, 
as in no one instance can be found the year and the 
magnetic variation on one and the same side, they being 
invariably on opposite sides. Thus, if we call the Dis- 
trict side of the stone No. 1, the date appears on No. 2, 
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The results of this work, it is his privilege to present 
at this time. 

It is a matter of regret that equally good pictures 
could not be secured of every stone, but atmospheric 
conditions and the declining sun proved in some in- 
stances uncertain quantities and several poor pictures 
are the result. 

A large number of friends have SQr\^ed as compan- 
ions in these countrj^ rambles, some of whose pictures 
are shown, and occasionally pictures were made of 
natives to the manor bom, as in the case of Albert and 
George Washington, colored, near N. E. No. 9. 

A summary shows that fourteen of the stones are in 
good condition, six of the stones are in very poor state 
of preservation and should be replaced in the near 
future by perfect stones. One is worn totally smooth, 
another stands in the waters of the Potomac, and two 
lean badly. Ten of them are more or less worn and 
scarred bv the hand of time or battered bv the hand of 
man, as might be exi>ected after their solitary vigil of 
sixscore vears. 

Eight of the stones are in the dense woods and at the 
present time quite difficult to find, though the rapid 
growth of building oi)erations towards the outer limits 
of the District during the past two years bids fair to 
soon eliminate all woods and leave only the open fields. 

Three of the stones are practically in the roadside, 
one of these on the Walker road near Silver Hill, Mary- 
land, being destitute of every vestige of lettering. 

Eight of the stones are in cultivated fields or gardens 
and four more are in the open ground or pasture land. 

Three of the stones were set intentionally at inter- 
vals greater or less than one mile, and bear on the stone 
the exact distance marked in miles and ]>oles. 

Fourteen of these stones in the state of Virginia were 
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The stone is in the woods, leans slightly, is somewhat 
chipped on the comers, but otherwise is in good con- 
dition. 

It is called on recent maps the Little Falls Boundary 
Stone and is easily reached from the District line sta- 
tion of the Cabin John Bridge Car8, by following a 
private road leading towards the river, for about lOlj 
yards, thence in a northerly direction, about half that 
distance. 

It is one and a quarter miles from Glen Echo, and 
two and a half from Cabin John Bridge. 

The date is 1792 on this as on all of the stones on 
the Maryland border. 

Northwest No. 5 is hidden away in the fastnesses of 
an ancient wood not far from the inlet of the receiving 
reservoir of the water supply of the City of Wash- 
ington. 

The inspiration which comes with true communion 
with nature entered into our hearts here, as we 
searched through wooded dells over bracken and fern, 
under oak and ehestnut.with the smell of the pine in 
our nostrils mingled with tlie aroma of wild flowers. 

As are all the others, this one is marked on the side 
toward the District in large and deep capital letters, 
"Jurisdiction of the United States," followed by the 
word miles and the progressive number, which in this 
case is 5. 

On the opposite side is the word "Maryland" and 
beneath it a figure 1, which evidently means the end 
of the first mile in Maryland. 

The stone our picture shows is erect, in fair condi- 
tion except that it is scarred by the bullets of soldiers 
or sportsmen. Forts Mansfield and Simmons, earth- 
works erected for the defense of Washington during 
the Civil War were both within a short distance of this 
stone. 
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In a deep ravine, near the reservoir we came upon 
the old spring house, through which a most refreshing 
stream of water was flowing. 

The Girls' Reform School of the District of Colnm- 
bia is but a short distance east of the stone, on the site 
of Battery Vermont. 

Northwest No. 6 is about one mile northwest of the 
village of Tenallytown in open and cleared ground, in 
consequence of which it is so badly battered and bruised 
that scarcely any part of the inscription can be read. 

It is on the northwest side of a newly cut road which 
follows the District line and is here called "Boundary 
Avenue." Several houses, all newly built, are within 
a short distance and new streets are being opened in 
every direction. The subdivision is called "American 
University Park" although it is more than a mile from 
the site of the university. Fort Bayard, one of the 
chain of defense forts of the national capital, was 
almost within a stone's throw of this stone. It should 
be replaced at once by a new one and steps taken to 
prevent injury in the future. Here the left of the line 
rested during the Battle of Fort Stevens, July 11 and 
12, 1864. 

Northwest No. 7 is in open ground less than a quar- 
ter of a mile west of the ChevA- Chase circle, but has 
suffered very little from the ravages of time. Our 
picture shows it to be firm, upright, the lettering being 
clear cut and deep and its edges good. The variation 
of the magnetic compass at this place, in 1792 was 
0°-59' East and this is marked on the fourth side of the 
stone— as well as the number 3 on the Maryland side, 
meaning 3 miles from the Potomac. 

This stone is on the grounds of the Bannockburn 
Golf Club and only a short distance from the club 
house. It is also a near neighbor to the little club 
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house of the English Cricket Club. It is one of the 
stones classed as in good condition. Fort Reno was 
about one half mile southwest of this stone. 

Northwest No. 8 is nearly a mile eastward from 
Chevy Chase and deep in the woods. No other portion 
of the ten miles square presents more nearly the ap]>ear- 
ance of primeval forests than does the country adjacent 
to this and the following stone. Remote from roads, 
where few travellers venture, yet bordering almost 
on the beautiful settlement of Chevy Chase on the one 
side and the Rock Creek National Park on the other, 
this stone is a fit memento of the early days of the 
republic. It is in fair condition, and erect though moss 
grown. To this secluded spot have now come the sur- 
veyors with transit and steel tape and they, followed 
by the axe men, have carved a broad lane through the 
massive woods and "Boundary Avenue" with various 
intersecting streets will soon be its near neighbors, and 
houses and people will congregate, in its vicinity. 

Too soon, alasl will the change come for the true 
lover of nature, which ushers in the days of "boom 
sub-divisions," garish cottages and doubtful joys, and 
drives him still further afield if he wishes to commune 
with nature. 

Northwest No. 9 is the banner stone for obscurity. 
It was a hot summer day when our party of five entered 
Rock Creek Park from the Silver Spring side and 
passed to the end of Daniel's road. Though early, 
the heat was somewhat oppressive and we trudged over 
many miles of dusty roadway finding ourselves, accord- 
ing to our maps, which we consulted often, about one 
third of a mile distant through a trackless woods. Few 
travellers enter here, but in a little open glade near a 
diminutive stone quarry, we found the truant. \Yood3 
on every hand, giant oaks, swarthy pines, waving 
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poplars and gums whose branches always interlaced 
and beneath our feet the branching fern and cruel 
blackberry vine whose briars stop and stab. It is in 
poor condition, leaning slightly, scarred and chipped, 
its corners rounded and the symmetry of a cut stone 
sadly marred. The hillside slopes gently to the north 
and in its solitude, where no sound from the world 
penetrates, it stands in fading grandeur. One fourth 
of a mile beyond swirls the charming little Rock Creek, 
one of the original belles of the District, winding its 
devious way through the entire length of the Book 
Creek National Park to finally drop into the lovely 
Potomac. 

The North Corner, 

Northwest No. 10 or the North Comer stands erect 
in an open field, which is alternately a cornfield or a 
pasture. It has suffered much from the depredations 
of careless visitors as well as the storms of the entire 
nineteenth century and chipped corners and battered 
faces tell the story. 

Though far from tlie travelled road it is easy of 
access to one who possesses the key, and tlie walk 
through the wayside path, fragrant with blossoms of 
spring time and chestnuts laden with the spoils of 
autumn or underneath a cluster of century old oaks, 
marks a day to be remembered. This stone stands 
three feet out of the ground and is the extreme north- 
em point of the District. 

As will be seen by examination of the pictures the 
inscription "Jurisdiction of the United States" is 
written perpendicularly on the inside of both faces of 
the stone and the word "Maryland" on the outside 
of both. The eastern comer stone is similarly marked. 
This stone is on the land of Chester A. Snow, not far 



74 



Records of the Columbia H'utorlcal Society. 



from the Woodside Station of tlte MetrojioHtan Branch 
of the B. & 0. R. K. 

In the churchyard of the Grace Episcopal Church in 
Woodside, may be seen a handsome granite shaft 
erected to the memory of seventeen unknown Con- 
federate soldiers who were killed in the battle of Fort 
Stevens. Here occurred the only battle of the Civil 
War within tlie limits of the District and the crumbling 
ruins of the headquarters of General Early were to 
be seen a few years ago in the Huyck Woods near the 
comer stone. 

Strenuous days were those for the dwellers of Mont- 
gomery County, when an anned foe came down the 
Seventh Street road as far as Piney Branch road, 
almost beneath the guns of Fort Stevens; when farms 
were raided, live stock carried off and wives and 
daughters impressed into service as cooks for hungry 
soldiers, dressed in both the blue and the gray. 

Having compassed the Marjiand part of the line 
lying to the northwest of the District we turn now at 
right angles and enter ujwu the northeast line, No. 1 
of which stands or rather leans at a decided angle, in 
a cultivated field belonging to Hon. Blair Lee, on the 
estate owned and occupied by Francis P. Blair. It is 
in fair condition and when visited was embedded in a 
luxuriant crop of cow-peas, which plainly show in the 
picture. Curious enough the stone cutter used tlie sin- 
gular form for the mile number, marking it *'Mile 1," 
instead of "Miles 1," as on other similar stones. 

This point was the central one in the battle of Fort 
Stevens and Hon. Montgomerj' Blair's house, one 
fourth of a mile north of the spot was burned by the 
raiders on July 12, 1864. 

Silver Spring on the Seventh Street road is one of 
the landmarks of this section, being a beautiful spring 
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N. E. No. 4 is in fine condition, erect and firm and 
stands in a thin strip of woods on the land belonging 
to the heirs of the Miller estate. It is 136 feet north- 
east of the Sargent road nearly a mile from its jtme- 
tion with the Bunker Hill road. On one side is the 
cleared land of the Miller estate and on the other side 
the thick woods of Mr. D. Herder. The stone stands 
in the line fence. 

One mile west of tliis upon a beautiful hill 302 feet 
high, in solitary grandeur, .'stands Fort Totten, origi- 
nally called Fort Towson, in an almost perfect state 
of preservation. The view from the ramparts of the 
old fort, once seen is one long to be remembered. At 
this spot the right of the line rested during the battle 
of Fort Stevens. 

N. E. No. h is about one fourth of a mile from any 
travelled road and stands in the edge of a truck garden 
owned by Mr. Lewis Strckfus on a part of the old 
Klein estate. It is southwest from the Queen's Chapel 
road, near the point where the C. & P. Telephone 
Company have established a repair station for long dis- 
tance work. As will he seen from onr illustration, 
which also shows Mr. Strckfus' daughter, Katy, the 
stone leans at an angle of 45 degrees; otherwise this 
stone is in good condition and the inscription is easily 
read. One wonders when and how, under the existing 
conditions, this massive stone more than two feet under 
ground, should thus change its position. One of the 
old residents assured us from his personal observation 
that for at least thirty years it had been in that same 
position. 

More than likely some tremendons storm of years 
gone by, like that which destroyed Minot's Ledge 
Lighthouse in 1851 or the great Septoml)er gale of 18G9, 
swelled the little ditch on the edge of which it stands, 
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to a powerful, rushing stream, and in its course, 
washed awaj' enough of the sand to topple the stone. 

N. E, No. G stands in a little wooded nook about fifty 
feet from the Brentwood road, midway between Rives 
Station on the B. & 0. E. E. and Ranier Heights on the 
City and Suburban Electric Road. This was the 
second stone in Marj'iand originally placed at an in- 
terval greater than a mile, but as the end of the meas- 
ured mile fell in the little stream flowing into the 
Eastern Branch the surveyors measured forward ten 
rods to the farther bank of the stream where firm 
ground was reached, and it is marked 6 Miles— 10 
Poles. 

This stone is in an ideal location and remains in a 
comparatively good condition which is somewhat re- 
markable when we consider that it is at the tcai/side of 
one of the oldest thoroughfares between this eitj' and 
Bladensburg, this road having been estahlished before 
the city of Washington was laid out. 

West of this stone is old Fort Saratoga of Civil War 
memory and nearer to it the new towns of Woodridge 
and Langdon, Wintlirop Heights, and Mt. Kanier. 
Easterly lies the famous Bladensburg duelHng ground 
and to the south adjoining the B. & O. K. R. are the 
foundations of what was once the bronze foundrj- of 
Clark Mills, the sculptor, 

N. E. No. 7 as shown in our picture is one of the 
finest stones in the whole Maryland line, yet the stone 
contains a had seam extending at least a foot down 
from the top. The method of cutting out tlie stone 
with the upper part sawed and finished and the base 
rough, is clearly shown by our picture. 

We believe that very few persons have even seen this 
stone. Marcus Baker says: "It is nearly a mile from 
the Bladensburg road and difficult to find without a 
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gnule." On Thomas 3. Fibber's recent real estate 
map of the r>i!4tnrl. all of tbe hoondary .atones ar« 
ind)cat«<l by the letters B.S.. followed bv the nmnber. 
exeept thia one. A long jnearch. contimied for a part 
of two days, revealed to t» the stone, in the line of a 
barbed wire fenre. in a thirk bnt not dense woods, aboat 
three fonrths of a mile eaat of the Reform School. We 
found the stone by following compass bearings from 
No. 6, crossing the Bladensbnrg road, elimbing the hill 
to and thrODgh old Fort Lincoln and !-till keeping oar 
compass directions, soathwest. plnnging into the woods 
and deep ravines. It is on land of the United States 
government used by the Reform School, near the bank 
of the Eastern Branch. Xear this stone may be seen 
Battery Jameson and two smaller earth batteries. 

X. K. N'o. 8 stands in a bramble field at Kenilwor^ 
in the rear of a now famous (1905) pool room, which 
has 80 stirred op the citizens of that place. The elec- 
tric cars which traverse the Bladensburg road, stop at 
tbe District line, and at this point a private road leads 
to the northwest. This road is on the boundary line 
and the stone may be found 300 feet northwest of the 
Bladensburg road, on the Voorhees place, making an 
equilateral triangle with two sizable oak trees. Though 
near a eomficld the stone is surrounded by wild grape 
vines, bracken and fern, briars, etc., making a tangled 
mass more than three feet high, which at this season 
of the year almost conceals the stone. The stone is 
partially covered by rei>eated plowing or washing.? of 
dirt, only about 12 or 14 inches being above the ground. 
One mile southwest from the stone are the Licking 
Banks of the Eastern Branch, and about the same dia- 
tinicp the Benniiig's Race Track. We were entertained 
by tiie doorkeeper of the pool room, who assured ua 
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with a convincing smile that this was not a pool room, 
but a branch of the ' ' Mar>'land Telegraph Office. ' ' 

The stone is dated 1792, as are all of the Maryland 
stones, and the magnetic variation is 0° 24' east. 

N. E. No. 9 was found after a long walk and in an 
unexi>eeted place. It is literally by the roadside, being 
in a fringe of trees and bushes not more than five or 
six feet wide, between a field and the public road, here 
called the Regent road. It is one mile from the electric 
cars at the Benning's Race Track and not far from 
the village known as Burrville. The nearby inhabit- 
ants are all colored. As will he seen from one picture, 
a cherry tree of generous size has grown up against the 
District side of the stone so closely as to hide its face 
entirely and more than fourteen inches of the stone 
have been covered either by accident or design, so that 
only about ten inches of it is out of the ground. Our 
colored guides rejoiced in the time-hallowed name of 
Washington. 

This stone should he reset after removing the cherry 
tree which threatens to throw it out of place. 

East Corner. 
The east corner stone, like the north corner stone, is 
larger than the intermediate ones, and differently 
marked. In the others the line crosses the center, one 
half of each stone being in Maryland and the other 
half in the District of Columbia. At the corners, how- 
ever, only one fourth of the stone is included in the 
District, and the words, Jurisdiction of the United 
States, written perpendicularly, are on the inside sec- 
tion of the stone. It stands on a level marsh, and is 
easily seen from a distance, being about 500 feet south 
of the District Line Station of the Electric and Steam 
E. R. at Chesapeake Beach Junction, and about 200 
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feet distant from the embankment of the Chesapeake 
Beaeh railroad. 

It stands erect and the inscription is easily read. 
Ht-re also the march of improvement is well under way 
and Boimdai-j' Boulevard has been cut through the 
woods and forests, nearly the whole distance from this 
corner to the first mile stone on the S. E, line. Streets 
are being carved out, street signs erected and houses 
going up on every hand. "61st Street East" signs 
stare us iu the face, as we remember reading signs 
indicating "49th Street West," near Murdoch Mill 
road, on the other side of the city, thus making a spread 
of 110 squares in the District. The ground on which 
the stone stands is owned by Mr. J. W. Lee, a colored 
man. 

S. E. No. 1 marks the beginning of the last line of 
sur\'ey of the ten miles square which ends at Jones' 
Point Lighthouse, in Alexandria, Virginia. It stands 
in the midst of thick woods and is in fair condition, 
leaning slightly. Its nearness to a large tree more 
than twenty inches in diameter, which shows in our 
picture, is unfortunate. We note that the stoue cutter 
used the plural form, Miles 1 instead of Mile 1, as on 
the N. E. No. 1, on the estate of the Hon. Blair Lee on 
the Seventh Street road. 

The stone is chipped and shattered, especially on the 
edges, some of tlie letters being missing. It stands on 
the Marshall estate, one half mile south of Central 
Avenue, and not far from a new sub-division in which 
in July, 1905, a dozen new houses were being con- 
structed. It is 4fX) feet from the edge of the woods in 
either direction. 

S. E. No. 2 stands erect and is in fine condition. It 
is on the Trimble property, south of the Bowen road, 
or as it was called in early days, the Ferry Eoad to 
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Upper Marlboro. The Ridge Road, which terminates 
near this poiat, if extended 350 feet, would strike the 
stone. It stands in the midst of a pasture covered with 
scrub oak and bushes. It is the regulation two feet 
out of the ground and, as the picture shows, very 
little defaced. It is remote from dwellings and not far 
from a private road running south from the Bowen 
Road. One singular fact was noted at this place, viz., 
a fine broken stone road was being constructed by the 
authorities of Maryland and Prince George County 
on the Bowen Road beyond the District line. Else- 
where in our travels we have found the District roads 
in good condition, usually macadamized or gravelled, 
and succeeded by a poor country road — here tiie condi- 
tions are reversed. 

It is dated 1792 and the variation of the magnetic 
compass is 0"^ 4' East. 

S. E. Ko. 3 is unique and stands on the slope of an 
open valley overlooking Oson Run. It is thirty-seven 
inches finished, and six inches rough, or forty-three 
inches in all out of the ground. It stands in a garden, 
east of the suit, or as it was formerly called, the Suit- 
land Road. It is leaning slightly and the inscription 
is partially defaced by the action of the eleujents. The 
date is 17'J2 and tlie variation of the magnetic compass 
0° 8' West. We are at a loss to know why this abnor- 
mal stone was ijlaced here. It may be that this was 
intended for the west corner, near Falls Church, Vir- 
ginia, and that the stone cutter made a mistake in let- 
tering. This seems probable from the fact that the 
stone at the west comer is only twenty-four inches out 
of the ground, the same design as the intenuediate 
stones. 

A few rods north, of the stone on the level top of a 
small plateau is an old farmhouse, on the estate of I. M. 
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and H. Young, having wide double porches, supported 
ou cedar posts, immense outside chimneys and numer- 
ous out-buildings, nearly all of which have fallen to 
decay. The house and ail its surroundings appear to 
be contemporary with the stone. The view from the 
front of this house. Iwtween two eentury-old oaks, and 
a younger but stili venerable walnut tree, shows the 
valley of Oxon Eim dotted with farms and forests, 
houses and out-buildings, and forms indeed a beautiful 
picture. 

At this point we notice by the roadside two granite 
stone post "markers," intended to mark the spot where 
the District line crosses the public street. They are sis 
inches square and marked on the top with ihe letters 
MD. and D. C. 

S. E, No. 4 stands erect at the side of the Walker 
Boad, called on the older maps the Naylor Boad. 

It is about twenty inches out of the ground, and were 
it not for its general resemblance to the other mile 
stones would hardly be taken for a boundary stone. It 
is about one eighth of a mile northwest from Oxon Bun 
and remote from any house. Tbis stone should be 
replaced at onoe. as it is rounded, battered and chipped 
on every side, so that few fragments of the lettering 
remain. 

An old resident informed the writer that he was 
familiar with the location during the Civil War and is 
sure that many of the soldiers used it as a target. 
Forts Davis, Baker, Wagner and Eicketts are all very 
near it, and Fort Stanton was only a mile distant. 

Marcus Baker, in his interesting pai>er on the Bound- 
ary Monuments of the District of Columbia, says: 
"The wheels of passing vehicles have ground off every 
vestige of lettering." 

The wheels of passing vehicles may have rubbed off 
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the lettering on the side towards the street, but could 
hardly have done so on the remoter sides. 

R. E. No. 5, like the three preceding, is in the valley 
of Oson Run, hut on the south side and about 500 feet 
therefrom. 

A long tramp in either direction is neoesRary to reach 
this stone, which is on the farm of Mr. J. H. Thomp- 
son, teased at present to Mr. Pumphrey and woriied by 
him as a truck-garden. This year, 11K)5, it stands in 
a potato field, and our picture, which shows the datC; 
1792, and the word Maryland, also shows quite a large 
piece chipped from the top. It is on the edge of a 
large cultivated marsh, witiiin 150 feet of Mr. Pum- 
phrey's house. Only eighteen inches of the stone re- 
main above ground, but the earth appears to be heaped 
up around it by the plough or by the hand of the 
fanner. It is in fairly good condition, and the varia- 
tion of the magnetic needle was 0° 21' East. 

S. E. No. 6, which is probably the best one of the 
entire number in regard to condition, stands on an ele- 
vated plateau of large extent, about 300 feet soutlieasi 
from the AVheeler Road. Here, as in several other 
locations, the condition of the road surface shows 
where the care of the District ends, and the care of the 
state of Maryland begins, the former being almost in- 
variably good and the latter only fair. It is superbly 
erect, edges good, lettering distinct iftd nestles under 
the protecting branches of a little sassafras tree. 

The land is owned by Mr. Burr, and the house, ■which 
is about 600 feet northwesterly from the stone, is occu- 
pied by Mr. Barber, a truck farmer. An old wind-mill 
stands midway between the house and the stone. 

S. E. No. 7 once stood, but now is absolutely baried, 
at the side of the Livingston Road, on Uie west bank 
of a small stream flowing into Oxon Run. Only about 
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two inciies of the tip is visible, the remainder being 
buried, partly by washings from the stream aiid partly 
by the raising of the grade of the Li\nngstoii Koad. 

A grocerj"^ store kept by Archie Weir and a little 
group of houses are within a few hundred feet of the 
stone on the District side, and the attractive residence 
and dairj' farm of Mr. Powell about twice that distance 
on the Maryland side, and a saloon is now (1906) 
witliin twenty feet. This stone should be raised at 
once, so as to be two feet above ground. Its condition 
could not be ascertained without a great deal of dig- 
ging, but it seems probable that the earth packed 
around it has preserved it in good condition. 

S. E. No. 8 is one the sight of which rewards only 
the earnest seeker, and means a long walk in order to 
reach it. It is erect and in good condition, thoroughly 
hidden in a swampy thicket and about half buried in 
the earth in the edge of a dense woods. It is near to, 
and almost in sight of, the Potomac, opjrosite tlie cen- 
tral part of Alexandria. There are no roads, the near- 
est being the old Giesboro Road, which ends abruptly 
on the hillside, more tlian one fourth of a mile from 
the stone. The new buildings of the District of Colum- 
bia Poor-House, now being constructed (1905) are 
about one fourth mile nortliwest and between the stone 
and Shepherd's Landing. Mr. Harry B, Sweeny, who 
operates a fine truck-farm near the poor-house, very 
kindly directed us to the stone, after our unaided ef- 
forts had failed. The accuracy of our use of tlie com- 
pass in searching for the stone may he seen from the 
fact that we were within twenty feet of the stone, when 
we abandoned the search and hunted up Mr. Sweeny. 
Our little compass may be seen in the picture on the 
top of the stone. The date is 1792 and the magnetic 
variation is 0° 34' East. 
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S. E. No. 9 is the last stone in Maryland and is in 
the waters of the Potomac River on a point below the 
mouth of Oxon Run. It is the landing for Fox 's Ferry, 
or in the olden times, "The Lower Ferry," to Uppei 
Marlboro and is opposite the central part of Alexan- 
dria, Virginia. The distance is twenty-nine rods short 
of nine miles, and the stone is marked "8 M. 291 P." 
It leans slightly and is in fair condition, although its 
location is poor, as it is now in the water. No doubt, 
when it was placed it was ou firm ground, but the grad- 
ual encroachment of the river, and the crumbling away 
of the river's banks have left the stone in a precarious 
position. 

The old bam shown in our picture is, with the old 
house, falling into decay, and the very few passengers 
who cross the river by way of Fox's Ferry are the only 
persons who see the last boundary stone of the original 
District. 

Our trip to this point was made in the row boat of 
a hennit named Burrage, who lives on the river's 
bank in a little hut about six feet square, and ferries 
the workmen over from Alexandria to tlieir daily work 
on the government poor-houses. Mr. Bun-age was in 
an anecdotal vein and we greatly enjoyed a voyage in 
his boat, which left us in Alexandria. 

This stone should be reset upon firm ground at once. 

The SotiTH Cobwer. 

The Boath corner i.s said to be built into the wall of 
a diminutive lighthouse on Jones' Point, below Alex- 
andria, Va. It cannot be .seen and only its approxi- 
mate location is iK>inted out— at the top of a flight of 
steps leading from the shore to the doorway of the 
lightJuouse. 

The west comer stone, near Falls Church, Virginia, 
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is but two feet high instead of three feet as in the 
case of the north and east comer stones, and bears 
upon its sloping surface the words "West Corner." 
This is the only stone, bearing a similar mark. It is 
seriously broken, a large piece having been split from 
the top and lying on the ground near by. 

Although this stone is no longer a boundarj- stone it 
is not devoid of interest and it marks the extreme 
western point of the District as it was originally laid 
out. 

Briefly, the line separating the District of Columbia 
from Maryland may be described as a line beginning 
on the bank of the Potomac about one half mile above 
the chain bridge, passing over the Receiving Reser- 
voir, through American University Park, Chevy Chase 
Circle, Pinehurst, across the upper end of Rock Creek 
Park to the North Comer near Woodside, Md. ; thence 
at right angles through the midst of the town of 
Takoma Park, northeast of Brookland over Mt. Rainer 
and Fort Lincoln on the hill near the Reform School, 
across the Eastern Branch and its marshes, through 
Kenilworth to the Eastern Corner, not far from the 
railroad station of Chesapeake Beach Junction, the 
end of the electric ear line; thence at right angles over 
a succession of hills and woods on the high ridge back 
of the Boweu road, down the valley of the Oxon run, 
crossing the plateau on whicit is tlie Wheeler road, 
thence into the valley of Oxon run again, to the Poto- 
mac, opposite the lower part of Alexandria, Va, 

Important as these ancient boundarj' stones are to 
the historian or antiquan.-, they are singulai'ly unpro- 
tected and should at once be safeguarded against 
further injury or damage other than the necessary ex- 
posure to the elements. Such protection might be 
afforded by a small enclosure about five feet square 
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and five feet high, suitably made of wrought iron of 
approved national design, to be placed around each 
stone. In some such manner, may these earlier monu- 
ments of the history of the District of Columbia be pre- 
served for those who come after us. 



DIARY OF MRS. \7ILLIAM THORNTON, 

1800-1863.^ 

pBEFATOBY Note. 
Id 1904, Mr. J. Henley Smith, a member of this So- 
ciety, presented to the Library of Congress a number of 
manuscripts, diaries, journals, and correspondence of 
Dr. "William Thornton and members of his family. 
Among these records was a long series of journals kept 
by Mrs. William Thornton, while residing in Washing- 
ton, and extending from 1800 to 1863. The connection 
between the Smith and the Thornton families was close 
and long continued, and the frequent mention of mem- 
bers in these journals bears testimony to the friendly 
and affectionate relations existing between them. "What 
is now printed is the first diary of the series, and is the 
most full in events. As time passed the daily entries 
became more brief, more personal, and were finally 
compressed in a single line, telling little else than the 
expenses of living. The writing changes also, beginning 
in a firm even hand, and ending in a writing that is de- 
ciphered with difficulty. As a continuous record of 
the times this series of journals is unique. 

' Oopioiis notes of the journal were mnde by Mrs. Jnannie Tree 
Rivea which were read at the meeting of the Society held Novem- 
ber 13, IBOG. Subsequently a complete copy of the contents of the 
journal covering the first year was made at the expense of the Society, 
and IB printed here with no ebangps either verbal or otherwise. 

After tile date of tlie last entry, the journal ehara,('t«r of the nianu- 
ecript books chanjfes and it becomes mainly a mere record of houxehold 
expenses and other matters of current interest in the household. For 
this reason the publication of the journal ceases with the close of the 
first year. — Commiltee on Pubticatitm. 
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The writer of this jouraal was Anua Maria Brodeau, 
daughter of Ann Brodeau of Philadelphia. In 1790 
she married "William Thornton, of Tortola, a graduate 
of the University of Edinburgh, and possessed of 
scientific and artistic tastes which later enabled him to 
practise medicine, design the Capitol at Washington 
and become interested in the earlier attempts at navi- 
gation by steam, and notably the inventions of the ill- 
fated John Fitch. Dr. Thornton was actively em-, 
ployed as a Commissioner in the first years of the 
Federal City, and his agency drew round him nearly 
all the leading men who were visitors to the federal dis- 
trict at that time. This is one of the features that make 
Mrs. Thornton's notes of value. Brief as they are 
they give a definite picture of the situation of the people 
and buildings as they then were, aud present a sketch 
of tlie social condition. As she says, it is more a record 
of what her husband did, than of lier own acts. A visit 
to Mount Vernon, the beginnings of a theatre, the races, 
and the first coming of the President and Congress are 
important incidents of the record, and it is easy from 
the daily notes to recognize the inchoate condition of 
the " city " in 1800. 

WoRTHiNOioN C. Ford. 

February 26, 1007. 



City of Washington— Territory op Columbia — State 
op Maryland. — 

January 1800— City of Washington. 
Wednesday Jan. 1"* —A gloomy Day— with the ap- 
pearance of snow.— Mr. T— Peter called and sit awhile 
—took a Letter from D^ Thornton down to M"" Law 
to take to M* Vernon to M' Laurence Lewis inclosing 
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a Letter from M'' Makenzie at Phila" with an unpaid 
ticket in tlie Canal Lotterj' which had been in Phil* 
some months for collection, D'' T— n in the evening 
wrote to M'' Makenzie ; & to M"" Benj" Lownes to send 
a Ton of Hay —Finished nine Shirts.— 

Thursday— 2"^ —A very fine clear Day.— if Law 
called on his way to M' Vernon— We set out to go to our 
farm- went as far as George Town & found the roads 
80 bad we returned.- Before we set out rented a room 

in our frame House on Square 33— to M" @ the 

rate of £10 p' annum— she to quit it whenever we can 
rent the whole. — Gave M'' Sandiford Notice that he 
could not have his lialf of it after tlie present quarter 
(from Christmas Day till the 25 March) at the same 
rate as heretofore. Sent Joe up to the farm in the 
afternoon for a horse. 

Friday 3^^ Fine day-M^ T- Peter called here & 
brought a letter to D^ T— n from Col. Lear,— mention- 
ing that M" Washington had consented to give up the 
Body of her late husband to be placed in a Monument 
intended to be erected by the Congress in the Capitol. 
And requesting information respecting the General's 
two houses, building near the Capitol, the money paid 
to the undertaker of them having all gone thro' my 
husband's hands, he having Superintended them as a 
friend. — 

Saturday— 4"' — Fine morning— about twelveO'clock 
the wind rose.— Bleak & cold the remainder of the Day. 
—Ordered the Carriage to go to Capitol when M' 
Scott sent for D'' T — n to go to the Commis" Office.— 
Part of the Ton of hay arrived— price $25 i>^ Ton— as 
soon as it was lofted — went to see M" T— Peter, who 
with her Daughter Eleanor were very sick.— Went 
after Dinner to the General 's Houses one of which is 
nearly finished— they are divided so as to let as one 
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or two houaes,— Went thence to the Capitol, where we 
staid for some time by a fire in a room where they were 
glazing the windows— while D'' T— n laid out an Oval, 
round which is to be the communication to the Gallery 
of the Senate Room.— On our return D"" T— received 
a Letter from an old acquaintance (W. C. Gardiner at 
Dover) wishing to know if he could raeet with encour- 
agement here as a Minister & Tutor in a school. — The 
City is yet too young for a minister to live & too near 
George Town for a school at present. — 

Sunday b^^ Mr. R. Forrest called after breakfast- 
Staid till our manager came from the farm with whom 
D'' T— continued conversing till near Dinner time. — 
after dinner D"" T— went down to see M'' Law& Barry, 
& Mama & I went to see M''* Dorsey— found there M' 
Waring, Laird, Davison, John Mason and D'' Worthiug- 
ton who had all called to see M^ D on his return from 
Annapolis where he had been as Senator in the State 
Legislature— Some of them were proposing to go to 
the great Falls, twelve miles from G. Town to see what 
state the works are in, & to know what is necessary to 
be done first as the Potomak Company obtained a loan 
from the State and they mean to proceed with the Canal 
Locks &c as fast as possible.— The Commissioners of 
the City of Washington also obtained a loan from the 
State to the amount of fifty thousand Dollars.- 

Mondoy &-^ Gloomy cold morning— Snowed for 
about three hours in the middle of the Day. — Went after 
breakfast to visit M" Deblois — on the way stopped 
at the Capitol to get M'' Clephan to put a glass into an 
oval picture frame. — Saw at M""* D— her mother & 
sister M" & Miss Dalton sat there some time & re- 
turned by dinner time In the afternoon copied a little 
I)ieee from " Joseph Halfijeuny's Gothic Ornaments of 
the Cathedral of York,"— many of which are very cu- 
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rious & many very beautiful.— D' T— attended the 
Commissioners Office till Dinner time,— in the After- 
noon wrote to Gen' Marshall M. C— to request him 
to propose to the House to pass a secret vote that M""*' 
Washington at her decease might be laid in the same 
tomb with the General— As it would Console her with 
respect to the removal of the Corpse to which she had 
consented.- Wrote to M"" W™ Winstanley respecting 
his request to obtain a velvet suit of the late Genu's 
deaths, as he wished to paint a whole length picture 
of him. — Also to Me** Yunt & Brown (printers) re- 
specting a vacancy which he thought might suit M' 
Gardiner. 

Tuesday, 7^^ A beautiful clear Day— After break- 
fast paid M^* Eay a morning Visit.— found her & M' 
R. both ver>' poorly with violent Colds.— M' T. John- 
son Jun"" was there, he mentioned that M"" Shaw the 
president's Secretary had been at his father's house 
some days on bis return from M* Vernon & was much 
pleased with the City— Major Jackson also had been 
there & thought there was no doubt but that Congress 
would adjourn to come here.— The Commisssr ree"* a 
letter from the SecretJ" of the Navy (M'' Stoddert) 
mentioning that the president's time being expired in 
the house he now occupies that he intends removing 
his furniture here in June.— After dinner we Walked 
to take a look at M'' Tayloe's house which begins to 
make a handsome appearance.— On our return overtook 
M"" John Gantt who with M'' ttob* King Sen'' came & 
took tea with us. In the Evening D'' T— received a 
Note from M"" T. Ringgold requesting him to send for 
his brother's jjerusal the pedigree & performances of 
his imported Horse [Clifden) & two Mares.- M"" King 
staid till late.— 

Wednesday—S^^ A gloomy cold Day— froze in the 
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house last night. M' Law called Ijefore we came down 
stairs to see if D' T— would go to M' Vernon witli 
him. He staid till D'' T— got an answer from M' 
Ringgold as he had invited him with his brother to 
Dinner.— M"" I R— d was sick therefore they could not 
come.— M"" T— Peter called while they were prejiaring 
to set off. — M"" & M" Derniott came to get a deed 
acknowledged. D"" T— having the power of a Magis- 
trate in the City. About noon — M'' Law and D'' T— 
set off. — I sent "Joe," to M'* E. Forrest to borrow 
a new Gown to look at & to M'' Clephau to get another 
Glass, as I broke the one he put in before, with a 
touch, as soon as I brought it home.— Employed myself 
in Copying from tlte (Gothic ornaments)— and cutting 
pieces respecting General Washington out of the news- 
papers, to put together in a Book.— The rest of the 
Hay came. 

Thursday -9^^- A very fine Day-Clear & Cold. The 
Potomak frozen over.— M"" R. Forrest Walked up from 
his house, invited us to go home with him to dinner, 
which we declined being engaged in Work. He came 
up again in the Afternoon with his Wife, drank tea & 
spent the Evening with us. — Our Carriage took them 
home— they reside beyond the Capitol about a mile & 
^ from us.— Mrs p_ sjjeiit some days in George Town 
lately where she heard a great deal of the impossibility 
of accommodating the Congress in the vicinity of the 
Capitol, but they speak as they wish— We hope dif- 
ferently. 

Friday 10^^ A cold day likely to Snow. — S[>ent the 
afternoon with M""* T. Peter. — Engaged to send tlie 
Carriage for her the nest day & to go with her to the 
Capitol the General's Houses &e— a letter for D"" T — 
from D'' Dawson. — 

Saturday 11^'' A very fine Day & the roads very 
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good. M" Peter sent word sbe could not ride with ns 
to day being obliged to go to see Miss Scott who is very 
il].— Mama & I went to George Town called on M'' J. 
Ma>on& M" W: Bowie who were not at home. — Called 
at M" JohnMjn's who had rode oat with M" Ma.'^on — 
Saw M" Helen, M" Johnson Sen'' & Jud' & Miss Har- 
riot.— M' Templeman b^ran this morning to dig a cel- 
lar adjoining to the boai<e we occupy. — Drank Tea at 
M" Foirests— ahont an honr after onr Betnm D' T — 
came home from M* Vernon.- He came op with M' 
Oreenteaf and dined in Alexandria at M' T. Porter's.— 

Sunday 12*^— A very fine day, as pleasant as a 
Spring day. After breakfast M' T. Peter called & 
mentioned that his wife was at home; we therefore 
sent the Carriage for her. I. & D"" T— . accompanied 
them to the Capitol, the General's and M"" Law's houses 
— the latter being locked we entered by the kitchen 
Window & went all over it — It is a very pleasant roomy 
house but the Oval drawing room is spoiled by the low- 
ness of the Ceiling, £ two Xiches, which destroy the 
shape of the Room. — M"" and M" Peter dined with us 
& returned home early in the afternoon some of her 
Children not being well. — In the evening D' T— wrote 
to M' Gardiner inclosing his letter to & and the answer 
from the printers Balti"* respecting a vacancy in a 
School.— 

Monday IS^""- A very beautiful Day.— Went to visit 
M** Piercy— took a letter from M"" Lear to M"" Pieroy 
respecting a supply of sugar for M""' Washington — 
M' P. with the aid of some friends, has built a very 
excellent Hugar house eight stories high on the Eastern 
BrHHoh and carries on the refinery to a large extent.— 
About two Oclock D^ T— came from the Office— M"" 
Threlkeld & M"" Edelen came with him, the latter staid 
to Dinner. — In the Evening M'' Middleton came in he 
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mentioned that be did not think W Blodget's two 
houses {one of which we were to Iiave the refusal of) 
would go on, as his Son had since he went to Phil^ 
di-awn on M"" Harbaugh for $600 of the money he had 
raised to from selling Wood, & which he had meant to 
appropriate to purchasing Scantling &c— M'' M. was 
employed to make the Window Sashes &c— bespoke of 
him a small pine Table & a pair of frames for window 
Blinds. I wrote a letter to M"" W H Blodget request- 
ing him to purchase for me Pizarro & the Secret & the 
Music of the Ode or Monody performed in memory of 
the late Washington. 

Tuesday 14*'' Another beautiful Day.— After break- 
fast M" Dorsey with her aunt Miss Lynn & three of 
her Children came to see us & request us to accompany 
thera to see the Capitol &c,— M" Brodeau & I went 
with them & returned about one Oclock— They went 
home— We with my husband after Dressing went to 
Dinner at M'' Marbury's (Navy Agent) living in 
George Town.— Dined there besides us M' & M" 
Munroe, M' Wbetcroff, Miss Burnes from the City, 
M' Wayman & two M' Johns- Saw there a Miss 
Thomas from Annapolis who is on a visit to M" 
Marbury, a pretty pleasing Girl.— Came to tea two Miss 
Smiths with their two Brothers & Miss Tutill.-Staid 
till about nine Oclock till the moon rose, the hills being 
very steep & bad in George Town. — They had a fiddler 
& the young Ladies danced till one of the Violin strings 
broke. In conversation with M"" Marbury respecting 
M' Blodgets [houses] he said he meant to contract in 
a few days with M"" Harbaugh for Timber to the 
amount of $4000.— So that I hope the houses will go 
on. even if M"" B. has drawn as before said. 

Wednesday 15'"'— Another Spring Day.— While we 
were preparing to go [to] the farm M* T. Peter & M^ 
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R. Forrest called— M'' F. brought a note from bis 
brother-in-law M' N. Craufurd to D^ T— for the two 
Chinese pigs he had promised Judge Washington some 
time ago. — He gave the Serv* a Note to M''" Bevines 
for them, he having got them from her iu escliange for 
common ones of equal Size.— About noon set off for 
the farm.— About two Oelock arrived at the farm where 
we have not beeu since the 26. Nov 1799.— Mama & 
Dr X— trimmed their Grape Vines.— 

Thursday IG*""— A beautiful day— M'' Digges, up- 
wards of 70 years of age walked from his farai. at least 
a mile [aud] a half, to see us. — Hired a Negro Lad of 
him named Nic @ £18 p"" annum beside cloathiug. — He 
walked home tho' we offered him a horse or the Car- 
riage.— I pasted some of the pieces respecting Gen^ 
Washington in a Book,— and worked at a little piece 
on Satin which has been begun a long time, and after 
walked to see the new piece of post & rail fence as- 
sisting to enclose the new orchard which D'' T— is 
going to plant, with trees of his own grafting from the 
best fruits he could collect.— 

Fridaif 17''' A pleasant morning, grew cold about 
noon. D'' T— began to plant the orchard. — In the 
afternoon went to visit M'' & M""* Digges to whom we 
had sent in the morning— The old man had great diffi- 
culty to get home.— Began to rain before we set off— 
we returned in a storm of wind & rain.— Saw there 
the Miss Blakes, from the Eastern Shore great nieces 
to M" Digges— very beautiful & charming girls ap- 
parently—There was also M"" Chamberlaine a visitor 
to them.— They had been in the moraing to see the 
bridge at the little Falls of Potomak. 

Saturdaif—\^^^ A very windy night— Clear, cold 
dav. Wrote a letter to Col : Thomason, Tortola — D'' 
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T— engaged in planting Trees — Read & worked in 
the EvS- 

Sunday 19— A cold windy Day.— I wrote to M" 
Maria Tlioraason S'- Croix a long letter in answer to 
one received from her the latter [part] of Dec' 1799.— 
In the Afternoon D"" T— engaged vrith M'' R. L. Beall, 
living on part of M'' Polock's farm, to make a post & 
rail fence on the Boad @ 2/6 p'' pannel 5 Rails high.— 
Read "Peter Markoe's" Patriot Chief" a Trajidy— & 
in Carver's Travels in America.- 

Monday, 20^'' Very cold Day — Rose pretty early 
& after breakfast set off for town— fonnd the roads 
about half the way very bad.— Got home about eleven 
Odoek.— Joe went to town & bronght 30 Bnsh: of 
Coals. — D'' T — wrote out the account of the money 
he received & paid for Genera! Washington 's Houses, — 

Tuesday, 21— Sent Joe very early in the raoniing to 
M^" Blagdin for his account of the money he had re- 
ceived for the same Houses, which he inclosed with 
his own to Col : Lear— the Executors meeting at this 
time at M"; Vernon.- Sent a little Terrier dog to M'' 
Law, who returned yesterday from M' Vernon.- D'' 
T— was at the Office in the morning, in the evening he 
wrote to Rf Maury, American Consul at Liverpool, 
respecting a Crate of Wedgewood Ware, & some Knives 
& Forks, which we sent to him for, thro' our friend M' 
Lear in March — 1799 & which have not yet arrived 
Wrote also to M'^ Chorley, on whom his Father-in-law 
had some mouths since empowered him to draw for a 
thousand pounds Sterling; acknowledging his letter 
mentioning that his Bills would be paid— & repeating 
his desire to have the next remittance sent out in Irish 
Linens.- Sent these Letters with one to his Aunt Jane 
Thornton at Lancaster, EngW to M'' W"" Robh to be 
forwarded by the Barque John & Jane from Baltimore. 
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Wednesday, 22d-Cold & Windy-D"- T— at the 
OiEce all the mornmg.— In the afternoon sent Joe up 
to the Farm to fetch a horse, as he intended to go the 
next day to M'' Digges at Warburton.— He began a 
letter to C Dawson Si was interrupted by a visit from 
Parson Jloscrop who had just come from Jl'' Fair- 
fax's in Virgin* to whom he was about selling City 
Lots & wished to know something concerning Divisions 
Titles &c— Having resided in the part of England 
where D' T — was educated they had a great deal of 
Conversation respecting old acquaintances, he staid 
pretty late.— 

Thursdai, 23-1 A Beautiful day-M"' Peter called 
as D' T— was preparing to net out with M"" Brent to 
M'' Digges & mentioned that he thought he was in 
Alexandria — They therefore declined going— but agreed 
to go to see il*" P. Fitzhugh — They set out about noon 
after D"^ T— finished his Letter to D' Dawson & wrote 
one to his Father-in-law.— After Dinner Mama & I 
went to George Town to a few stores, and then to see 
M" Dorsey— Found there M^ Nichola.s King — en- 
gaged in Drawings & calculations resxiecting the Locks 
&c at the Great Falls afterwards M"" Laird & M' J. 
Mason came in, they with M'' Dorsey are appointed 
by the Potomak Company as a Board to set in George 
Town to attend to their business— M"" King living near 
us & having walked offered him a seat in our Carriage 
which he accepted.— Got home safe— the night very 
dark.— 

Friday, 24'^''— Not very cold— rather gloomy— Sent 
to ask M''* Dorsey to accompany us to M''^ Lairds — 
when Joe returned sent him to the Capitol to enquire 
if the grate bespoke of the blacksmith there was done 
& to take home M"" Kearney's Books of "Gothic Orna- 
mentB."— After dinner went to George Town— took up 
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M" Dorsey her aunt & little Maria & went thence to 
M'' Laird's.— Drank tea there, & saw a handsome set 
of curtains— Looking Glasses &c they had just received 
from Scotland. — While there sent the letters for Tor- 
tola inclosed to M"' Mackenzie, to M"" John Plater going 
to Philas— As we returned home, met my husband near 
M"" Peter's House, he bad just come from M^ Fitz- 
hugh's & was on his way to meet M"' John Tayloe at 
the Union Tavern, who had sent a note to request him 
to ride in. as he was obliged to leave town very early 
in the morning for Annapolis— D'' T— came home 
about 9 Oclock.— 

Saturday, 25.-Very cold & Windy.-M^ R. Forrest 
called, and as he wished to stay till the Northern Mail 
came in, invited him to dinner, D"" T— went about 
noon to M'' Scott's, to ask bis opinion concei-ning some 
land in Bottetourt County, Virginia, wbicb M"" Fitz- 
hugh offered for half his imported Horse (Clifden), 
he advised him not to accept it.— He staid [to] dinner 
there & did not return till Evening— Kead the News- 
papers, worked &e. 

Sitndai/f 26— Cold & clear— Before we were up re- 
ceived an invitation to take a family dinner with M'' 
Forrest, Set off about noon, called to see M""^ Law — 
M'' Law had gone with James Barry to M"" Fitzhugh's 
— sat there a while, invited ber to come & si^end the 
next day with us with her fine little daughter Eliza — 
but she declined being too much engaged in preparing 
furniture &v for their house, to go out.— Went thence 
to M"" Forrest's nothing particular occurred, returned 
home about seven in the evening— Read aloud in an 
Eurojiean Magazine till D"" T— fell asleep— went to 
bed earlier than usual.— 

Monday. 27.— A Cloudy day— rained a little. — Went 
to a shop in New Jersey avenue, to look for some black 
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Chintz.— A poor little Store— there are too few inhabi- 
tants for any business to he carried on extensively,— 
Wont thence to see M""* Ray who has been very ill in 
Childbed— Had a little girl which died in a few hours. 
—She is much to be jiitied having no female relation 
or intimate friend to be with her, — I)"" T, iu the after- 
noon sent Joe with the Rockingham filly (four years 
old this spring) to W Fitzhugh, who is going to keep 
her to raise the foals she produces 'till they are three 
yeai's old, & then sell them to, or buy them of D'' T. 
as they may agree. He wrote to Wy Edelen who ap- 
plied for the Horse Ciifden— & by his Servant sent 
home some books (racing Calendar) borrowed of M'' 
Lyies— over the Eastern Branch of Potomak Began 
a letter to Major Rivardi, Commanding at Fort Niag- 
ara.— il"" Forrest called on his return from O, Town- 
staid pretty late.— 

Tue.>3day 28"' Very cold and windy.— D"" T— at the 
Office in the morning,— M*" Templeman came in the 
afternoon, drank tea with tis & set pretty late— He has 
begun a house adjoining the one we occupy on Sq: 253 
and means to have it ready he says by the time Con- 
gress come. 

Wednesday 29.— Cold & clear froze in the house the 
last night— b-- T— at the Office with M^ "White.- M' 
T. Peter called — D'' T— came home about noon with 
M'' Polock and two Strangers M'' Warren & M"^ Peter 
Uoney, the latter brought a letter of introduction from 
D"" Bollnian who was here in the Summer of 1790.— He 
is the Gentleman, who tried to rescue Gen' La Fayette 
from his imprisonment in Gennany— He now lives in 
Phila" & is lately maiTJed to Miss E N'ixon— These Gen- 
tlemen were on their way to Charleston— & did not 
make any stay. M'' Polock in\'ited D'' T. to dine with 
them at his house— which he declined.— He went after 
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dinner to M** Scott's, who was too sick to attend the 
OflSee— & had some letter to communicate. He went 
thence to M^ Polock's— M** & M^« M &c being there 
staid late tho' M** P & the Gentleman went with 
Miss Hannah Polock, to a Ball in George Town.— 
Mama engaged in making some baby Cloaths for a 
dutch Woman who served us three years & whose 
daughter & son (Children) we now have— who was 
married some time ago to a Carpenter & lives in the 
City.— I was employed in altering & making circles on 
a map to shew the distances from the Capitol and 
President's House after one which D^ T— had done 
at the OflSce— In the evening I was netting on a Shawl. 
-M^ Middleton brought home a little table & D^ T's 
rulers.— 

Thursday 30^^— Very cold— froze in the House last 
night.— M^ AVhite called before we had breakfasted.— 
D*- T— went to the Office- M** R^ Forrest called.- After 
dinner D^ T— began a letter to M"^ Stoddert Secretary 
of the Navy, in answer to one from him requesting him 
to induce his Colleagues to lay out a garden & other 
necessary out Offices to the President's House.— This 
is a difficult work without they had large funds to make 
every thing accord with the Building.— D"" T.— was 
interrupted by M** Densloy— i)laisterer— who wants to 
be emi)loyed on the President's House.— And after- 
wards M** Middleton.— 

Friday Sl®*^ Jany Snow & high wind all day— D** 
T— wrote his letter to M*" Stoddert and enclosed a 
ground plan of the President's House, of which I made 
a Coi>y before he sent it. — A dreadful day— Saw No- 
body- Engaged in reading, working, &c The news- 
papers contained the account of the revolution of 
affairs in France in which General Bonai)arte with the 
Abbe Sieves & Roger Ducos were made Consuls— &c— 
&c- 
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iSaturday Feb.>" 1*^— a fine day. The ground cov- 
ered with the deepest Snow we have ever seen here (in 

5 yrH)— river frozen over.— D' T— drawing a plan of 
a house to build one day or other on Sq; 171. — While 
we were at dinner the Taylor brought home a new 
Great Coat— drab Cloth, cut steel Buttons & white 
velvet Cape.— After dinner he went to George Town 
to join a Committee of whom he had been appointed 
one, to arrange a plan to shew due respect to the mem- 
ory of the late Gen' Washington on the 22"* of this 
month, the day appointed by the President of the tl. 
S.— John Adams— to he obsen-ed as a day of mourn- 
ing throughout the Union. 

Sunday 2'' A fine Morning cloudy in the afternoon 
— The weather being so bad tliere was no meeting. 
Many Sleighs passed by— D' T— engaged in drawing 
at his plan for a House— in the afternoon he walked 
out & brought home with him Mess" O'Reilly, Hoban, 

6 Johnson — the latter staid [to] tea.— I read an Amer- 
ican Tale called the "Foresters" — and in a French 
Work entitled "L'Honneiir Frantjois— ou Histoire des 
Virtus et des exploits de notre Nation." — 

Monday 3 Feb?— Snow, Bain, Wind & Sleet. 

Tuesday 4^'' Saturday's ifail came in to day.— 
Tuesday D^ T- went to tlie Office W Scott too sick 
to attend. — M"" R** Forrest called— In the afternoon 
old M"" King came and set the Evening— I began to 
copy on a larger Scale the elevation & ground plan of 
the House.— M'' Middleton sent home a Ruler, Frames 
for the Window blinds— and a thread winder.— 

Wednesday 5. Fine day. M'' Brent called to ask 
the loan of our Carriage for [the] Miss .Johnsons to 
go [to] the Ball in the Evening at Tunnicliff 's Tavern. 
— D' T— at work all day on the East Elevation of the 
Capitol.— I assisted a little 'till Evening then worked 
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at my netting'— The two M' Kings Jun' stepped in to 
look at the plans— M"" White came to Tea.— Had to 
lend our Horses as well as Carriage, the pair M"" Brent 
procnred not being accustomed to draw together would 
not answer.— 

Thursday Gti-— Cold & windy. D» T— went after 
breakfast to M*" Scott's— Mama & I set out to go to 
George Town hut found it so cold & the roads so bad 
that we went no farther tlian M"" Polocks— Saw there 
M" Jackson who had been to the Ball with them.— 
Miss Guin & Miss Cecilia Brown came in with M' R** 
Johns. "When we returned found the Waggon & the 
Manager come down from our farm— brought Wood 
&e— And two pigs to send to M" Bumes for the two 
we had for Judge Washington— There were 30 Ladies 
at the Ball.— D"" Thornton went from M' Scott's after 
dinner, to M"" Polock's— and came home about nine 
Oclock. — 

Friday 7^^ Cold & clear. After breakfast W Fitz- 
hugh called on his way to George Town, returned about 
two Oclock and dined with us— In the moniing D'' T — 
was engaged in working at his plan of the Capitol — 
afternoon went with M"" Fitzhugh, & took our horses 
to take away M'' F's— Chariot from the Carriage 
Maker's where it had been to be repaired— & the night 
before (the carriage being painted & nearly finished) 
some one got into the Shop & cut the lining & very 
much defaced the Carriage— He had a blacksmith taken 
U]>on suspicion. — WTiile they were gone M' Macarty 
Fitzhugh came here to enquire for his Brother— he sat 
some time & then went to M"" Polock's where we heard 
they were — They afterwards went from here to M'' 
Law's to lodge. 

Saturday 8"' Cold & gloomy froze in the House 
over night Began to Snow about Sun Set.— After 
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breakfast— D"" T— called in M'' O'Reillywho waspass- 
iug — they walked together to the Capitol & then with 
M' Gfeorge Calvert to XI' Law's— Saw tliere young M' 
Wliarton & a United Irishiuan (M' Hayes) — In the 
afternoon M"" Marhury called with Cap^ Tingey who 
brought a letter from M' Stoddert. Wliile they were 
here M'' Fitzhugh called on his way home— and M'' 
W"" Brent— D^ T— received p"" jwst a letter from M'' 
Blodget and one from Gen' Marshall in answer to the 
one he wrote him some time since.— In the morning a 
boy came from the fann & brought Butter apjiles &c 
and a veal which is very poor & altogether not worth 
more than fonr Dollars.— 

Sunday 9 Very cold. D' T— engaged on his plan 
of the Capitol— About dinner time called in M'' Nich- 
olas King who was passing to shew his work & ask 
his opinion.— M'' Bay called— In the Afternoon M"" 
White came & took tea & set some time- 
Monday lO'h-Cold fine Day. P' T- at the Office 
in the morning— After dinner saw M'' Hayes going by 
he called him in, he staid to tea — M" Dorsey, her Aunt, 
& two Children came in a Sleigh.— XI"" Forrest called 
in the morning— invited bim and his AVife to dinner 
tomorrow After M'' Hayes & M""^ Dorsey were gone, 
& we had just got seated to work, read &c— a sleigh 
went bye, on its return we looked out to see who were 
in it— there were six young Ladies & one Gentleman- 
they all came in & set a little while — They were the 
Miss Polocks & their Brother, Miss Scott & Brown, 
Miss Lee & Miss Burnes.- Came in afterwards M' 
Brent & M"- R* Muuro.-D' T- wrote to XI^ Stribling 
respecting (Clifden) hy M'' White, who called to tell 
us he should set off for AVincbester next morning.— 
He sent a servant np to the fann to fetch down the 
young English mare.— I invited M"' & M" Law & M"" 
Hayes to dinner. 
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Tuesday ll'*" Clear & cold freezes in the house every 
night. D'' T— welit in the Carriage to M'' Young's 
& thence to fetch M^ & M^^ Forrest— if Law & M' 
Hayes came before they returned— iP" Law wrote an 
excuse, being much engaged in preparing to move into 
their new house— M"" Hayes is an agreeable young man, 
has been in France &c. & two years in tliis Country 
having travelled from Nova Scotia hence,— He men- 
tioned in conversation two striking freneh expressions 
— Sjjeaking of a Man with a voracious appetite they 
say "il a un dent cruel" and speaking of a person 
being in France during the reign of terror & Robes- 
pierre they say "il etait la dans le temps."— M^ Scott 
having sent this morning to request my husband to 
meet him and form a Board at his house tomorrow & 
to stay to dinner— We sent word that we would si>end 
the afternoon there. — We prevailed on M'' & M""^ For- 
rest to stay all night that they might acpompany us 
to M"" Scott's— They & M'' Seott living so far ai>art 
as to make it inconvenient, for us to send for them 
the same afternoon that we were to go.— 

Wednesday lath Very cold.- After breakfast D' 
T— went to M^" Scott's— & M"" R** Forrest went to 
town.— He did not return till Evening— He staid to 
meet the George Town & City Committees which united 
to determine on some plan for the 22'' Feby— We did 
not return till after ten Oclock from M' Scott's— the 
roads being very much covered with Snow, a foot deep, 
we staid till the Moon rose.- On our return we found 
"My Forrest waiting at our house— He & M''" F— 
agreed to stay all night.— D'' T. received a letter from 
H' Tayloe & one from M'' Blodget.— 

Thursday 13 Cold & gloomy Froze in the house. 
Took M' & M" F— home, & then called to see II" 
Dalton— The road after leaving the Capitol towards 
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the Eastern Branch, was hardly tracked & very deep 
of Snow.— Left D"" T— at home— to write Letters — 
but he was interrupted by M'' Hoban — He wrote after- 
wards to Col: Lear— and received a Letter from Maj'' 
Kivardi.— In the afternoon & Evening drew on hia 
Plan of the Capitol and I read in Volney's Travels in 
Egypt & SjTia, in French. — A Boy came from the farm 
to get orders for rye & Shorts for the Stock, the Hay 
being nearly gone.— D"" T. wrote a letter to M"" Crau- 
furd by M''- Forrest, agreeing to purchase a Negro man 
(Daniel) his Wife & child— for 500 Doll^^ 

Friday— 14*1' Rain & Sleet cleared about one Oelock. 
Engaged in Working, drawing &c.— D'' T— received 
a letter from M' Ringgold with a copy of one from his 
Brother mentioning that he wishes to take Clifden.— 
He went in the afternoon to M"" Tench Ringgold's— 
and agreed to let his Brother take the Horse on certain 
Terms— Called and took tea at M'' Polocks on his re- 
turn—brought with him tickets of invitation to a Ball 
on Monday next at Tunnicliffe's— M"" Polock k M'' 
'BA Forrest to be Managers— Did not go to the last, 
nor do I intend to go this Winter— being in Mouraing 
for my husband's Mother who departed this life Oct' 
18 17y9 in Tortola— I also do not think it right to 
have Balls so near the day appointed for a day of 
Mourning.— M'' Brent called in the evening with some 
public Letters sent by M"* Scott for D"" T— 's peinisal. 
— He drank tea with us & I tried to entertain him by 
shewing him Watt's and Sandby's views of Seats in 
England &c with which he could not but be pleased- 
He went before D' T— came home. D'' T— received 
by the packet to New York, a letter from his Aunt 
Jane Thornton at Lancaster Eng^ 

Saturday 15*'' Cold river Shut all this Month & a 
few days before.— M'' Brent called to get the Letters, 
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he left for D'' T— to alter if he pleased, to take up 
agaiu to M"- Scott-M'' R^ Forrest called-D"- T- 
went up to M^ Scott's and returned to Dinner, He re- 
ceived by the Mail a letter from M"" Stoddert & one 
from M'' W"" Gardiner. I wrote a note to Miss Scott 
to borrow some Music & to enquire how she was (as 
she was sick the day we were there) which M"" Brent 
took with him.— After dinner M'' Hoban called to con- 
sult about the Capitals of the pillars to be put in the 
Senate Chamber.— The cart came from the Farm with 
some AVood &c — sent it over the Eastern Branch, ten 
miles to fetch Daniel's AVife & Child. — After dinner 
D' T— went to M'' Bumes' to see M'' Oakly.— M"* 
Forrest called in tJie Evening on his way home.— D'' 
T— wrote to M'' Tayloe at Annapolis— by M' Tho» 
Munroe who is sent on public business by the Commis- 
sioners.— Desired him to make enquiries of the Treas- 
urer & "Land OfiScer" concerning the lIou.se in George 
Town which is occupied by M"* Semnies tavern keeper 
—that he may write to his Brother-in-law in S^^ Croix 
respecting it, as it belongs to his Wife & her brother.— 
Sunday 16 Fine clear day— cold. About noon the 
Manager came down.— The hay ,iu.st gone, & the Straw 
will only last about a month— We have tuenfif-ihree 
horses — 17 at this time at the Farm— one lent to M"" 
Brent— one sent to M"" Fitzhugh to keep on Share.'^- 
Clifden- now here to be sent to M'' Sam Kinggold— 
Driver now at the farm to be sent to M' Tayloe 's in 
Virginia to run— a p"" Carriage horses here, & one of 
the English Mares. A young Jack M"" Young lias 
taken— three Jennies at the Farm.— 1 hope we shall 
have more provisions this year. — M"" Law called— 
shewed us a copy of a letter written by a Member of 
Congress to M'' White, to know if he could procure 
lodgings in one house for the Vice President (M' 
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Jefferson) & nine Members of Congress — M"" Law bas 
offered one (wliioh is not yet begun) that will be ready 
—they to finrl a tenant & fix the rent. — M'' Law, is 
fixed in his new bouse & is quite pleased with it— D'' 
T— went with bim to wait on Captain Tingey who 
stays in George Town— After dinner I wrote out the 
pedigree & necessary papers respecting Clifden for 
M'' Ringgold.— 

Monday 17. Fine day— bad roads.— M*" Forrest, 
M"* Dalton, M' Law k Hayes called in the morning, D'' 
Thornton went to dine at M'' Temiileman 's by invita- 
tion-were there General Forrest— Lingan, Plater, 
Worthington &c. &o.— on his return called to see M'' 
Ringgold who was at il"" Henry Forrest's, to speak to 
him resjiectlng the horse Clifden which was delivered 
to him to-day— Received a Letter from yi^ W"' Cooke 
Balti" mentioning that the bill drawn on Cborley of 
Liverpool in bis fav""- had returned protested for non- 
acceptance— M"" '\Va;^nan called on his way to the Ball 
and said be had a letter for D"" T— & that he would 
call tomorrow. — The cart returned about sunset with 
the woman & child.— 

Tuesday 18 Fine day but still cold. Could not go 
to George Town, as our Servant Woman went home on 
Saturday & is not returned, & the woman that came 
yesterday knows nothing. — Sent Joe to the farm to 
fetch down Driver. — M' Wallace came for the years 
wages (3fi$) due for the mulatto woman Iris.— which 
I paid.— D"" T— went to meeting at M"^ Scott's. — M"" 
Forrest called— while he was here, three men came to 
ask to see the plan of the Capitol.— The Manage came 
from the fann, brought butter & cream.— He came to get 
axes.- D"" T— dined at JI'' Scott's with Gen' Forrest 
& M' Hugh Thomson from Baltimore— The Bills drawn 
in faV of J. H. Stone were paid. — 
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Wednesday 19'^'' very cold.— The ice in the river 
10 or 12 Inches thick,— Mama & I went to George Town 
to a few stores— p*! M'' Cox part of his account — p^ 
D"" Magruder.- on the way met our Waggon coming 
down with Corn While we were away Mi" Fitzhngh 
called & sat with D"" T— some time.— After dinner Joe 
took in Driver to George Town to be shod.— Read, 
worked &e. — D"" T— not well.— 

Tliursday 20th Fine day.-After breakfast M' Fitz- 
hugh & Peter & M' K-* Forrest called— D^ T— went 
with tlieni to M"" Law's to Dinuer.— M" Fitzhugh & 
Miss Thornton are at M"" Law's— besides theui dined 
there Cap* Tingey, M"" Marbuiy, M'' Brent M' Young 
&e (\ a Ton of Hay cauje) 

Friday SI"*' Cold— bad roads. — Mama & I went to 
George Town to see M" Dorsey and M''* Helen, who 
is just recovering from laying-in, she stays at her 
father's— has a son & has been very ill.— IMien we 
came home found M'' Law with D"" T— he had business 
this way & bad taken an early dinner. While he was 
here received by the Stage two Patinet veils from Phila 
—one for Mama the other for me.— Mama received a 
Letter from M" Mackenzie. M"" Peter came in after 
dinner.- As he was going to mount bis horse, it took 
fright it threw him into the Mud— The Servants were 
so long cleaning his Great Coat, that evening came on, 
& D"" T— invited [him] to stay all night, his family 
being absent at Mount Vernon.- In the evening Cap' 
Tingey and M'' Ray came in & set some time.— 

Saturday 2'2'i of FebJ' A very fine day — but very 
bad roads — Rose pretty early intending to go to M' 
McCormick's Church in New Jersey avenue — After 
breakfast JK Peter departed to join his family in 
Alexandria. M'' & M" Forrest stopiied on their way 
to George Town. W F. mentioned that M"^ John 
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Plater had desired Iiini to recjuest D' T— to attend at 
2 Odock to join the procession as Commissioner of the 
City of Washington— they said they were going to 
Chapel we concluded to join them there. We got 
there pretty late, but time enough to hear part of 
the Service & the Oration, spoken by M"" Walsh one 
of the College Boys— & a short piece of poetry by 
another, Master LjTich of New York.— About noon we 
returned home to dinner, & returned immediately after 
to George Town, where D"" T— stopped at the bridge 
& we proeeeded to the Church where after a prayer & 
hymn, M"" Balch delivered a funeral Sermon— The 
people of the City & George Town joined, to shew their 
respect to the late Gen' Washington— hut the society 
is too small for them to equal in ponip the other Cities, 
but they did their best— there were about 1000 people 
assembled at the Church. 

Sunday 23'' Fine Day— M' Tench Ringgold came 
in the Morning— wants to purchase half one of the 
English Mares— D'" T— wrote to his Father & brother- 
in-law I copied the letter to his father-in-law, & he 
inclosed them all to M'" Robb of Baltimore to be for- 
warded by different opportunities— Sent them by M"" 
Henry P^orrest of George Town— At same time sent in 
a note to invite M"" Marbury to Dinner on tuesday with 
some more Gentlemen. — M'' & M" R'' Forrest called 
& drank tea with us on their way home from George 
Town.- 

Monday 24 Fine day roads very bad D^ T— went 
to M"" Scott's — from there to M"" Young's to dinner. 
—Did not Stay late.— 

Tuesday 25''i' Mild day river opening Engaged all 
the morning in arranging things for Dinner— D' T — 
wrote to M' Blodget in answer to a letter requesting 
bis opinion concerning a monument to be erected some 
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future day in the Capitol Between two & three Oclock 
the Gentlemen came to dinner viz— Mess" Marbury, 
Templeman, Tingey, Polock, Lee, Law, Kob' Brent, 
Ril Forrest— They seemed to be all in good humour- 
After dinner at D"" T's request I played two or three 
Songs the piano forte being in the dining room, and 
then withdrew.- They all went about dai-k except M'' 
Poloek whom D'' T— accompanied to M''^ Burne's to 
see M'' Oakly I suppose.— I wished much to invite M" 
Law and Fitzhugh, but most of the Gentlemen having 
Wives, could not invite some without appearing to 
slight others.— M"" Fitzhugh & M^ Young were asked 
but did not come.- 

Wednesday 26. A very fine Day. — D' T— took 
his letter to M"" Blodget to the Post Office and staid 
at the Commissioners Office 'till dinner— Went in tbe 
afternoon to M"" Law's— to pay them a visit in their 
new house, & to see M" Fitzhugh who had been sick— 
Invited them to dine with us tomorrow, but M" Law 
said she was too much engaged in arranging her house, 
& M"'" F. meant to go home. — M^^^ Law invited us to 
dine with them on Friday, but we did not give a posi- 
tive ans''— We came home early the roads being bad. — 
Bead in tbe "Worlddisplayed"acollection or Abridge- 
ment of Voyages & Travels.— Borrowed of JI"" Law 
"Johnson's Lives of the Poets."— 

Thursday 27"^'' Gloomy day— M'' Forrest called— 
M'' Munroe called to enquire from M'' Gantt what rent 
Dr T— would ask for bis house in George Town.— He 
wrote a Note to M"" Gantt offering to sell it him not 
wishing to rent. M'' G— met the Servant with the 
Note & called here D^ T— ot!Eered to let bim tbe house 
for eighty pounds clear of Taxes & Ground rent, pro- 
vided he would agree to remove at two months notice 
if he Sells it, it ought otherwise to be $300— but he is 
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deteniiined to sell it as soon as possible.— He said he 
wou'd send an answer tomorrow.— D"" T — called in 
M^ Cleplmu the i)alitter &c to desire him to lav aside 
some of tlie largest & best Glas-s at the Capitol for 
him, as he intends to purchase some of the Commiss''* 
— D*' T. received a Note from M"" Law inclosing a 
rough Sketch of a plan for his Stables &e behind his 
House which is five Stories behind & three before, 
which D'' T— promised to lay down for bini, as he 
had suggested the ideas— The Stables & Carriage house 
are to be built at the bottom of the lot & the whole yard 
to be covered over at one Story height, & gravelled 
over, so as to have a tlat terrass from the Kitchen 
Story all over to the exteinity of the lot.- 1 wrote a 
note to M''^ Law excusing our dining with them tomor- 
row—the weather apj>earing very threatening— Sent it 
to the Post Office to go by tiieir Servant.— D' T — 
engaged in the Evening drawing M'' Law's plan.— 

Friday 28 A bad day— rain, Sleet & Wind.— M"- 
Munroe sent to know if D"" T— would go up to M^" 
Scott's— the day was so bad he desired M"" Munroe to 
send up to see if the Gentlemen who were to meet 
them had come — M'' Scott sent word that Gen' Forrest 
& Lingan were there so that 1)'' T & M'' Munroe went 
up about one Ocloek.— These two Gentlemen are to be 
security with the Commiss''^ to the Governor & Council 
of Maryland for the loan obtained from the State— and 
they had appointed to day to meet to jirepare the Nec- 
essary papers to send to Annapolis by M' W'" Brent 
one of the Commiss''" Clerks.- D'' T— did not i-etuni 
'till dark— the Evening very bad— Rain turned to 
Snow & by nine or ten at night the Ground was cor- 
ered— The stage which generally comes I>etween one & 
two O'clock did not come 'till the Evening.— 

March 1»^ Cold & Windy— Saturday D' T— wrote by 
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j£r ^ym Bient to Annatvolis to M"^ Tayloe and to M' 
Callaghau to request him to enter a Caveat against any 
claim M^^ Semmes might make to M'' Bourke's house 
which he bad escheated in consequence of the owner 
not having paid any attention to it or claimed the rent 
for five years.— AVe read & worked the remainder [of 
the day] — M'' Forrest called going to & returning from 
George Town. — The stage did not come till about nine 
at night. — This little Journal is rather an account of 
my husband's transactions than mine, but there is so 
little variety in our life that I have nothing worth re- 
cording, & this may rather be called a memorandum 
than a Journal.— 

.Sunday 2*' fine day overhead— but cold. Saw no 
one all day— D"" T^ wrote to M"" Stoddert, Secretary 
of the Navy— and among other things spoke very 
highly of his friend Major Rivardi & recommended him 
to the attention of the Government— in whose service 
he has been three or four years, having received an 
appointment in the Army from the late President 
AVashington.— Read the remainder of the Day. — 

Monday 3'* Milder— cold & windy in the evening. — 
D"^ T— went to M"" Scott's— staid [to] Dinner- came 
borne, drank tea, wrote a letter to Mi" George Turner 
(late Judge) in answer to one received by the post- 
mentioning that a person in Phi'' will probably pur- 
chase a lot which he possesses in Pennsylvania avenue 
— Dr T— wrote that he should have it for 700$ which 
is a little less than 16 Cents a square foot.— D"" T— 
then went to M''^ Burnes to meet M"" Polock, Munroe, 
AVhetcroft &c. — In the morning M'' Forrest & M'' Law 
called— No news but of failures— many of the prin- 
cipal bouses in Baltimore have stopiied & some in 
Philadelphia. M"" Forrest called again in the Evening 
on his way home.— We are just about half way from 
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the Capitol to George Town— and see liim every day, I 

Tuesday 4"' Clear & cold— very bad roads D'' T- 
set off about ten 0<-lopk for M'' Vernon Seut Joe up | 
to tlie fann on Driver— I drew ou my Screen all day- 
read in the Evening,— after M' Forrest went who took ] 
tea with us.— 

Wednesday 5 Fine clear day Nothing particular — 
as few Gentlemen love ecrubbing, rubbing &c took ad- 
vantage of D"" T's absence to have the parlors &c well 
cleaned. M"^ Ray and M' Forrest called in & took tea 
with us— Read the Newspapers & in "The World dis- ' 
played," which is a very entertaining Work, being a J 
collection & abridgement of Travels & Voyages.— 

Thursday (> Very cold & windy After breakfast I | 
sent to M'' King for the Plats of the Squares in which 
we have lots, all of which I copied.— After dinner M' i 
lirent called with two letters for V>' T— having just j 
rotunied from Annapolis.— 

Friilny 7"' Clear & Cold— Overcast in the afternoon. 
—The rondtt having dried a little, walked to see M" 
Miuiroe, whom we invited to come & see us in the After- 
uoon-then walked to Mons' de Meynard's store & I 
bought II few things.- M' Peter & M'' Ringgold called 
—they went to the Stable to see the horses. M' Peter 
said he should return to M' Vernon tomorrow & that 
he expected that IV T— would be up to day— he came 
in a great hurrj- having heard that his father was dan- 
gerously ill, but found him only indisposed. — In the 
afternoon M" Munroe ctmie M^ Forrest came while 
we were at tea — M"" Munroe calle<l and said that he & 
M' Wliotcroft weiv too nmch engaged to come & spend 
the Evening— M'" M— went home with him.— IV T- 
did not rome.— 

Saturday H^'' Raw 4: Cold Began to snow about 3 ' 
Oclyck The Cart came from the farm with some Wood ' 



Diary of Mrs. Thornton. 



I'S 



&c sent up meat for the Manager &c—X)^ T— came 
home about two Oclock—eom plained of a sore throat — 
havLag been out all friday morning with M'' Lewis to 
see the situation on which he is going to build on the 11* 
Vernon Ksfate— and to mark the trees he ought to cut 
down &c A\Tiile at M'^ Vernon he purchased at the 
Sale which was on the b^^ 2 She Asses for $180 pay- 
able in three months.— Received by the Mail a letter 
from D"" Dawson in Tortola.— Snowed all the after- 
noon.— He bespoke at M"- Vernon some fish for the 
Public & retjuested M' Anderson to bring up at same 
time the two small Kegs of Brandy presented by M" 
Washington— the General having intended it before 
his death.— 

Sunday 9^^ Sleat & Rain all night and till noon to- 
day cleared up mild & thawing. — D"" T— very poorly 
all day with a bad cold. — In the afternoon M"" Forrest 
walked up— Said he should set off for Baltimore to- 
morrow— D'' T— requested him to jiurchase for him 
M"" Knox's (of Frederic) prize Essay on Education.— 
Fine moon light Evening. — 

Monday lOt-'i Fineelearday thawing.- D'' T— rather 
better— M'' Munroe called — and old M'' King— after 
breakfast D"" T— went to M' Scott's to make a Board 

— M"" AVliite not having eome back yet from Winches- 
ter where is the residence of his family.— M' White 
came home about noon.— D'' T— did not return from 
Mf Scott's 'till after tea time. — 

Tuesday lit"- Clear & cold !)■■ T— wrote a letter to 
M'" R"! Forrest in Baltimore requesting him to speak to 
M'' Paterson respecting the Asses he wished to sell him 

— and one to M'' Forman in answer to one from him 
enquiring respecting a Mare which he wished to pur- 
chase— D"' T— had not the one he wanted but offered 
some of his. — He lives near AVarwich in this State— 
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Worked at my Screen, at which IX T— assisted me, 
while I read.— John the Gardner came down to go to 
M' Lear for his money— E)* T. had brought it & paid 
hiiri.— 

Wednesday 12"" Fine day roads ver>' bad While 
we were at breakfast a boy brought a Note from M'' 
Daniel Carroll of Duddiugton, (living in the City an 
original and large proprietor) ref^uesting O' T— as 
lie had promised, to give him some ideas for the plan 
of two liousetj whifh he & his brother are going to 
begin immediately on Sq G86 on the Capitol Hill.— 
While IK T— was engaged in drawing, Judge Wash- 
ington (who came from M' Vernon last. & is on his 
way to New York) called & asked him to ride with him 
to the Capitol. — While he was here a boy came from 
the fann with the 3 y old Sorrel filly which IK T— has 
exchanged with M"" Tayloe— He then wrote a note to 
M"" O'Reilly to know when he can have his boy to go 
with Driver to M"" Tayloe's. — D"" T— and Judge Wash- 
ington returned about three Oclock— the latter went to 
M"" Scott's where his Wife is— She is neice to M' Scott. 
D' T— engaged in the Afternoon in drawing the plans 
for M"" Carroll— I painting on ray Screen- D"" T— re- 
ceived a letter from Richard Wells of Phiia'' on public 
business, which he sent to M"" ^\■hite, & invited him 
to come to tea which lie did,— At night D'' T. wrote a 
letter, pass &c necessary for Joe to go with Driver & 
gave liiin directions. 

Thnrsduy 13"' Fine mild day Joe set off early 
this morning to accompany Randall M'' O'Reilly's boy 
(wliom \y T— engaged, letting M'' O'H— have another 
during his absence) to stay at M"" Tayloe's Mount Airj- 
Virginia, to train Driver.- He took also the SoitcI 
filly; is to go as far as Neabfico near Dumfries & return 
to morrow — lie rode one of the Carriage Mares. — He 



Diary of Mrs. Thornton. 



117 



took a letter from M' Tayloe to the Manager of his 
Iron Works at Neabsco directing him to send a man 
with Randall to his seat. Took with thera Corn, bread 
& meat, to save tavern expenses.— After breakfast D'' 
T— went to the Office— I worked on my Screen — Mama 
quilting.— P' T— wrote a letter to M"" Lewis, to request 
him to purchase some provisions on his account for 
the two Asses he bought at M' Vernon, as he could not 
make it convenient to send for them immediately.— 
One reason is the badness of the roads, & as we are 
obliged to buy provender here, it is as easy to get it 
there Hill the weatlier is finer. — D"" T— worked all the 
afternoon at M"" Carroll's jilans— I read.— ■ 

Friday U^i' A Wann& beautiful day D-" T— after 
breakfast went to the Office— returned a little after with 
M"" Carroll — to see the designs with which he was much 
pleased.— M"" James who is lately gone to live near our 
fann called, about making post & rail fences— sent by 
him a note to M"" Turner our Manager.— D"" T— then 
went to the Capitol— returned to Dinner.- M' Law 
came in the afternoon, drank tea with us In the Even- 
ing we had some oy.ster & D"" T— wanted M' Law to 
stay 'till the moon rose, he waited in expectation of 
it some time, and went about 9 Oclock finding it would 
be much later rising than he supposed.— After he went 
Joe retunied from Virginia- said they had liked to 
have been lost in Pohick run on the other side of Alex- 
andria—Saw a horse near the Shore that had been 
drowned there. 

Saturday 15"' Cloudy and drizzly.— D'' T— at home 
all day— read, worked, drew &c D' T — received a 
letter from M'' Forrest in answer to the one he wrote 
him resjieeting tlie as.ses.- 

Sunday 16'*" A very fine day— warm. While I was 
dressing after breakfast, two of the Boys came from 
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the farm, & brought the oldest english Mare which is 
in foal, & is to be kept here some time. They brought 
Com, vegetables, butter &c. — When I came down stairs 
found M'' Lovel here, he is come to live in our neigh- 
borhood, is going to build, & carry on the brick making 
on a large scale. — Mama & I walked to see M" Knapp 
wlio we heard was at M"" Munroe's but they had all 
rode out with Miss Bumes. — Soon after we returned 
t!ie two Miss Polocks came in with M"" Rob* Muuroe.— 
After they went & as we were going to dinner a M' 
Powers came, he owns a horse called Punch which he 
has just brought here. After dinner, we rode out, stopt 
at Tunniciiff's Tabern on Capitol Hill, looked at the 
famous horse, left D"" T— there with M'' Peter and 
then went to M" Forrest's who was not at home, left 
there intending to go to see M" Daltou, but met M" 
Forrest walking with her brother, took her up, returned 
home & drank tea with her. M"" Forrest had returned 
from Baltimore & went this morning to MarllKiro'. — 
Went from M" F's to take up D"" T— from M'' Law's 
on our return lionie. I)"" T— went there to see M"^ Lear, 
who stopt this morning for a few minutes on his way 
from M*- Vernon,— 

Monday 17"' Very fine warm day.— After breakfast, 
M-- PMtzhugh ealled.-D'- T- went to the Office, & we 
went to George Town — stojjt at the Silversmiths, paid 
a small Bill, & left a breast pin to be mended — Went 
thence to see M™ Dorsey. She was busy directing the 
Gardener, & was going to have peas & potatoes planted 
immediately.— Returned about two Oclock to Dinner.- 
After dinner D"" T— rode down to M"" Law's, & Mama 
& I went to M""^ Munroe's to ask M"* M. to go with us 
to shew us lot N" 5. Sq: 233— which is the one M^ 
M'Elwee wants instead of the one in Sq: 379.— Then 
went to look at the inside of the executive Office, walked 
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to the other which was begun last fall, then returned 
home.— D'' T— did not return till pretty late, the night 
was so dark he could hardly see except by the flashes 
of lightening.— Left at M"" Law's, Col Lear and M"' Fitz- 
hugh & his Sister.— He invited the Gent" to dinner— in 
the morning had invited Cap"^ Tingey. Thunder & 
lightening & rain in the Evening.— 

Tuesday 18'^'' Warm damp Foggy, drizzly day— In 
the evening Thunder lightening & rain D"" T— at the 
office ail the nioniing- Received a letter of an old date 
from his father-in-law & one from D"" Dawson, both via 
Norf old.— Dined witli us Col. Lear, &!■■ Law, M' WTiite 
& Cap"; Tingey— They went after tea— D'' T. wrote to 
M"" M'Elwee that he might have the lot for 20 Cents p'' 
Square foot,- Wrote to M"" Lownes at Bladensburg for 
more Hay.— 

Wednesday 19 AVindy cool day.— After breakfast D'' 
T— went to the Office— M"" R*^ Forrest called, mentioned 
that he thought M' Patterson would take the asses,— 
M"" F left a note directed to him from M"^ Bladwell, 
which be received wliile in Baltimore, requesting him 
to tell D'' T— that he was acquainted with his Brother- 
in-law in S"; Croix, that be should sail shortly from 
New York k would take letters.— About one Oclock M'' 
Knaff called to see us after his return from Virginia, 
where with his Wife, he had been for five months, on 
a visit to M"" &. Mrs Holt, M" Knapp's Sister.- He 
staid at D"" T 's invitation & took a family dinner with 
us— & afterward-s rode went with him first to M"" For- 
rest's—A then to M"" Law's where they staid to tea, 
and about dark D"" T. came home. — 

Thursday 20"' Fine clear moderate day After 
breakfast we walked with D'' T— to the ground behind 
the President's House, which he is going to have in- 
closed & laid out for a garden— it is at present in great 
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confusion, having on it old brick kilns, pits to contain 
Water used by the brick makers, rubbish &c &c.— The 
Commis" have agreed to have a few hands employed 
on this, & D^ T— is going to direct it, for he says, if 
he does not undertake it, it will not be done at all. — 
Which I would let it be.— Found old M^ King there 
surveying— We left D^ T— with him & came home.— 
About noon he came home & brought some Ladies & 
Gentlemen (who had been riding to view the City & 
public buildings)— to see the planof the Capitol— They 
were M^ & M'*» Heath from the Eastern Shore, M^ & 
M^^ John Addison & her Sister— We were not ac- 
quainted with them.— After they went M^*' Munroe 
called— we engaged to go to M'*^ Knapp's & take her 
with us.— D^ T— went when the Company went to the 
President's Sciuare, he returned about two Oclock with 
M^ Pierce a miller— D** T— asked him to set down to 
dinner but he declined.— Just as he went out M^ Lewis 
stopped at the door— D^ T— invited him in & he staid 
[to] dinner.— While we were at dinner M^ Tench Ring- 
gold came in.— After dinner Mama & I— went to M" 
Munroe 's, waited till the Carriage came, & then went 
to M^® Knapp's. D^ T— walked there as soon as the 
gentlemen left him.— We came home about dark.— D' 
T— invited M^ Lewis, to join M^ Lear & M** Law at 
dinner here tomorrow, M^ Lear & Dalton having called 
in the morning D^ T— invited them for to-day but as 
they were engaged mentioned the next day.— A load 
of Hay came.— 

Friday 21s<^ Rainy— day In the evening Lighten- 
ing & thunder M^ Dalton sent word that the weather 
would prevent his coming to dinner.— M^ Law's ser- 
vant passing bye we called & inquired if the Gentle- 
ment sent any Message, as they did not & looked likely 
to clear about noon, we prepared dinner— but it rained 
harder about two Oclock & they did not come. 
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Saturday 22'' Cloudy, and Windy.— In the after- 
noon M'' King called with the platt of the President's 
Square, for D"" T's consideration. M"" Young's serv*- 
brought a letter from Bishop Carroll at Baltimore re- 
questing Di" T— to draw a plan for a Catholic Church 
which is to be built in Baltimore, they have already 
several plans but do not like any of them. — After 
breakfast D' T — set ont to go to M'' Young's to see 
if the Gentlemen (Rev' M'' Buston j wlio was the bearer 
of Bishop Carroll's letter & to whom he refers him for 
information reaiiecting the Church be there— and then 
to go [to] the Capitol.— Mesa'*" Law, Lear & I^wis 
stop]ied at the door, on their way to and from George 
Town— Mentioned that the rain prevented them from 
dining here, & Wanted D"" T— to dine at M'' Law's.— 
!)■■ T— sent home his horse by M"" Hoban, directing it 
to be sent to M'' Law's at five O'clock,— M"" Forrest 
called in the morning.— Our kitchen inundated— it is 
underground, there is a dry well in it but it does not 
carry off the Water fast enough.— As soon as D"" T— 
came home he went to see M"' White— brought home 
with him M"" Powers who drank tea and went away 
about ten Ocloek.— 

Sunday 23'' Cold & Windy After breakfast D' 
T— went to see M*" Nicholas King who is very sick.— 
Boy came from the farm — sent an order to M"" Dunlop 
for a ton of hay.— U'' T— while out went to M" Bumes, 
returned to dinner.— He wrote to Bishop Carroll men- 
tioning that he did not see M'' Buston, as he had been 
gone some days, and re<iuesting information with re- 
spect to the asiiect, extent &c of the church they mean 
to build. — M'' & Hr** Forrest walked up to tea, M' 
Digges of Warburton called — In the evening we walked 
]>art of the way home with M"" & M" F, our Servant 
being too jmorly to get the Carriage.— 



^ 
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Monday 24<^^ Fine dav but windy M'^ Charles 
Lownes called with an account that the note drawn on 
M*"- Chorley of Liverpool in favor of M^ Stone is pro- 
tested—this is very extraordinary as M^ Chorley wrote 
to D^* T— as well as Col Thomason that his bills should 
be honored.— They say there are such quantities of 
Sugar in Liverpool that they cannot be sold.— D' T— 
thinks he will not have to pay damages as M^ Stone 
would not give a receipt in full but retained the power 
of issuing an execution in case the Bills were not paid. 
-After dinner D^ T— went to town to [see] M^ Gantt 
(lawyer) & some other Gentlemen on the above subject. 
—In the morning we set out intending to go to M^^ 
Polock's, & after having almost walked there, saw some 
ladies, whom we took for the Miss Polocks, and re- 
turned home.— M^ Forrest came in the .Evening & 
drank tea with us— D^ T —did not come home 'till 
after dark.— 

Tuesdav 25. Fine mild day.- M^ Forrest called 
after breakfast— he went with us to take a walk. — 
When we returned found the waggon come from the 
farm with Corn.— After dinner D^ T— went to town 
to take a letter & paj^ers, to M^ Gantt who is going to 
Baltimore, explaining the case with respect to the Bills 
he drew.— M^ Gantt is of opinion he cannot be made 
to pay the damages.— D^ T— came home about ten 
Oclock having been at M^ Ringgold's & M^ Polock's— 
He has sold half his English mare to M*" Tench Ring- 
gold for 120 Guineas to be paid before Dec^ the pay- 
ment including a note at four months from M^ Phil 
Fitzhugh to M'* Ringgold.— M^ Ringgold to keep the 
Mare & D^ T— to have half the Foals.— 

Wednesday 26 Fine day— M*" Lear called to see us, 
on his way to M^ Vernon.— After breakfast D^ T— 
went to the OflSce— Mama and I— went to George Town 
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—called at M"" Hanson's he paid Mama the dividend on 
15 Shares in the Bank of Columbia, also ou M" Rob- 
inson's four Shares,— On our way home called to see 
the Miss Polocks.— Agreed to go with them tomorrow 
to visit M''^ Jackson. M"" Scott received a letter from 
M' Paterson at Balti'' mentioning that he would take 
the Asses D"" T— offered him provided lie would de- 
liver them there free of expence & not before the 1*' 
of May.— vVfter dinner we walked to the Capitol, tlience 
to M'' Law's — !)■■ T -sent a letter to the Capitol to M' 
P'oster from whom he had received one yesterday— he 
with another Gentleman came to M^ Law's— as soon 
as thej' went M'' Law & little Eliza walked with us 
to M"" Carroll 's Houses they returned home & we went 
to M"" Forrest's, where we had directed the Carriage to 
come for us.— 

Thursday 27"' Fine day.— D"- T— at the Office in 
the morning, returned early and wrote letters 'till 
Afternoon— about five Oclock we went to M" Jackson's 
took up the Miss Polocks— D'' T— received a letter 
from M*" Blodget.- Sent a letter to Col Thomason in- 
closed to M'' Mackenzie.— 

Friday 28 Fine day. D"" T— went to the Office — 
We went to George Town to M'' Templeman, to secure 
some lombardy poplar.s and some Cuttings— went 
thence to see M" Dorsey— returned home at one O'clock, 
D' T. came home at same time. — M"" Porter & M"" Peter 
called.— Sent the Carriage to the farm for M" Rob- 
inson, 4s D'' T. had too much business to go up. 

Saturday 29 rainy & damp M" R. came between 9 
& 10 Oclock just as we were finishing breakfast. — D' 
T— writing letters all day. Sent triplicates of the 
letter to his father-in-law & duplicate to D'' Dawson — 
sent one copy of each enclosed to M"" Rolib in Balti- 
more— & one Copy to M"" Bladwell in New York who is 
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going to S^ Croix— he wrote also to bis brother-in-law. 
—Wrote to M"" Turner at Phila^ and Maj"" Rivardi @ 
Niagara— sent all these letters by M'' George Walker.— 
Sent a map of the City & one of the district to D' 
Dawson, & the same to M"" Bladwell— the whole di- 
rected to the care of Mesy'"* Paul & I, Skidmore New 
York.- 

Simday SO**" Fine day AVhile we were at break- 
fast M"" Law called.— As D"" T— was going to town 
they rode together.— l)"" T— went in to see M"" Gantt- 
who returned from Baltimore on Friday— says M"" W™ 
Cooke in whose favor the largest Bill was drawn is dis- 
posed to give him time to pay it. as he thinks he has 
not been well used by M"" Chorley who wrote that he 
woiild pay the Bills — Mess""' Buchannan & Courtenay 
the Gent" to whom M"' Stone paid the other Bill, were 
to write to M"" Lownes, their exiwctations. an yester- 
day.— These Bills were drawn to pay one installment 
due on our farm, biit M^ Stone did not strike off the 
suit on which he had obtained judgement. — D"" T— re- 
turn'd about three Oclock— He wrote to M'' W"" Cooke 
Balti*"^' respecting his Bills— After dinner we took 
M" Robinson to see the Capitol.- We walked to 
Bee M'' Carroll's Houses &c while D'' T— went to 
M"" Law's to get one of his Servants to go to the fore- 
man for the Keys — M"" Law i-eturaed to the buildings 
with D"^ T— After we had been to the Top of the Capitol 
& seen all there was to be seen, we rode home— & M"" 
Law left us to go home.— After tea D"^ T. & I svent to 
M"" Munroe's to wait ou Jf & M''* Kerr, who live in 
Alexandria & were on a visit to her sister M"^ M. 
Miss Wlietcroft & M'' Ridley were there also.— 

Monday 31 Fine day but Windy. After breakfast 
D' T— went to the Office— Mama &. I— walked with 
M" Robinson to see the Executive OfBce & President's 
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-Had ordered the carriage as M" RobmsoQ 
wished to return to the fann— she set off soon after 
we came home. I caught cold by walking on the damp 
ground— & have a fever & sore throat to day. Was 
in bed all the afternoon but eame down to tea.— D'' T. 
received a letter from W Wells Phila" on public busi- 
ness— & inclosing a bill of lading for three grindstones 
(made some years ago by I)'' T.) sent in the Tryal Cap'- 
Hand. — In the Evening D"" Murray from West River 
called, left a letter for M' Scott from Col. Mercer- D' 
T— invited him to stay all night but he declined as he 
was going to George Town, Went to bed early. — 

April Tuesday 1^* Fine day but windy. — After 
breakfast Parson Moscrop & bis brother-in-law, D""- 
Handy called D' T— went to the Office— Our gar- 
diner came from the farm, his time is out today— and 
he will not stay without higher wages (we gave 10i)$ 
& found him) D^ T. gave him a character.— Joe en- 
gaged in fetching wood the man who brought it all 
the winter, having declined hauling any more.— IV 
Murray called after dinner for an answer to the letter 
he brought up.— D' T— read in the "Lounger," An 
alphabetical collection of anecdotes, historical, &c. 
M"" Charles Jones called about taking a coufde of 
Mares on Shares. — Staid [to] Tea.— 

Wednesday 2-^ Warm & windy Went after break- 
fast to see M^ Forrest who is confined with very bad 
sore Eyes. — Thence to M" Dalton's and home.— D"" 
T— at the Office all the nioming, being obliged to go 
to the Capitol— called at M"" Law's who went yesterday 
to Mount Vernon— called also to see M^ Forrest.— 
When he returned went to M"^* Burues to ask her to 
let him have a log of maple wood, that her people had 
cut down.— When he returned wrote a letter to M'' Pat- 
erson, which he took to the Post office but finding M"" 
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Munroe 's family gone to bed, he went on to the tavern 
to see M^ Powers— Being late when he returned we 
went to bed.— Received a letter from M^ Stodert re- 
questing a design for the Medal voted to Cap* Trux- 
ton by the Congress. 

Thursday 3^ Windy.— drizzly— Farm D'^ T. wrote 
the letter over again to M^ Paterson— Set off about 
twelve Oclock for the farm.— were a long time coming 
as the roads tho' not generally bad, have many rough 
& deep places.— After dinner walked in the Garden, Dr 
T. trimmed some trees, & had three old damson trees 
cut down.— About sunset while he was looking at his 
horses, cattle &c a M^ Hammond came, who married a 
niece of the late Gen^ Washington's, & who is now dan- 
gerously ill— M^« Washington at V* Vernon had men- 
tioned D** T— to them, & he came to request him to go 
to Leesburg (thirty miles off in Virginia) to see [her] 
they meant to take her to M* Vernon but she had got 
that far to her Sister's (M^^ Ball) & could not proceed. 
— D^ T— does not practice Physic but could not refuse 
to go— He staid all night.— 

Friday 4*^ Cloudy— windy some rain & warm.— 
Thunder & lightning in the Evening with rain.— Rose 
early to have breakfast got, for the Gentlemen D^ T— 
not well.— They set off about eight oclock & just after 
they went, there was a heavy shower, it soon cleared 
up.^— Sent Joe to town, to fetch up the two English 
Mares.— Mama & I netting a pair of window Blinds— 
As the ground is wet & I am still poorly with a cold, 
could not walk about much- 
Saturday 5*^ Hazey in the morning— A severe gust 
in the Evening Working, reading &c ground, too wet 
to walk out.— Rumbling thunder during the day very 
uncommon to have so much lightening so early in the 
Spring.— 
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Sunday 6"' heavy clouds wind & raiu Sent Joe to 
town to fetch D"" T's saddle and bridle & the newspa- 
pers.— About dinner time, a violent gust of wind, suc- 
ceeded by raiu.— D'' T— came home alwut an hour 
after we had dined; rode almost all the way in the rain 
— about twenty miles off he was in a Storm of lighten- 
ing wind rain & hail — he came without baiting up- 
wards of thirty miles, & had to ford the Creek at 
Seneca which was high & constantly rising, in conse- 
quence of the back water of the Potomac (which had 
risen sui-prisingly) running into it.— The water run 
over the back of his horse, & into the top of his boots, 
he had a disagreeable & dreary ride. In the Evening 
M"" Polock & M"" R Munroe call'd they came over from 
M"" P's farm which adjoins ours— they staid [to] tea- 
mentioned that a tree was struck behind his house in 
the City- 

Monday Tt*" Clear & windy, cold. D'' T. set off 
immediately after breakfast to attendtheOfBce.- Hired 
an old Negro Man (little Joe's father) to work in the 
Garden &c for a month @ 6$.— D'' T— returned about 
two O'clock without going to the Office, having been 
detained longer than he exjjected by his business in 
George Town.— Sent Joe to town in the afternoon for 
Clover seed. Fish, fee- 
Tuesday %^^ Windy & very warm.— quite sultry D"" 
T. went to the woods to direct what trees ought to be 
cut down ; one of the men he engaged to make fences 
(M"" James) behaved insolently, and D'' T— forbid liis 
doing any more— M"" Beall still continues, Joe was 
hauling all day with the Carriage Mares rails for the 
fence at the road.— !)■■ T— hired an Irishman for a 
month @ 12$. to plant Trees, ditch & work in the Gar- 
den.— Planted this afternoon three i)ear trees, & seven 
peach trees.— 
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Wednesday 9"! Cool & windy D'' T— had some 
more trees planted out— & made Asparagus beda.— 
Sent Joe to town in tlie Afteraoon (hauling rails in the 
morning) to get Fish & Clover seed, he could not get 
them last day he went. He returned late with fish (400 
herrings, & 3 Shad for J of a doll:) but could get no 
Clover seed.— Brought a letter from George Turner 
Esq"' Phila" and one from M"" Paterson Baltimore. 

Thursday 10^'' windy, moderately warm Cloudy- 
Sent Joe off to Alexandria, with a note to M"" Porter 
to get Clover Seed, — one to if Hartshome in case of 
M"" P's absence— Sent also a letter & some Seeds left 
here by M"" Hammond for Co!: Lear, to the care of 
Col: Gilpin— Mama wrote also to M"" J. Simmes who 
owes her money— D'' T— had the asparagus beds fin- 
ished, got the roots from Gen' Forrest, and bad some 
more jieacb trees planted (in all 18).— 

Friday 11th. Fine day Joe retunied with one 
hush: Clover Seed sent by M"^ Hartshorne price 15$, 
brought up Newspapers but no letters.- D"" T. planted 
Peach Stones.— The Cherries & Peach, & Plum trees 
in full blossom. The Nectarine tree removed last 
Spring also in bloom. Carriage Mares hauled rails 
all day.— 

Saturday 12*^'' Rainy Sent in the Morning to invite 
M"" & M''* Digges & the Miss Blakes to dine with us to- 
morrow—The old iwople will come, but tlie young 
Ladie.s are in the City.— Sent to M'' Jones' Mill to get 
some Wheat ground, & a note to invite him & his Sisters 
to dinner tomorrow — He was on his way here & met 
the Serv* — He staid to dinner & D' T. & he made a 
bargain resi>ecting two Mares- which M'' Jones is to 
kee|> upon halves— the Sorrel Mare & a young Mare 
M"" Brent now has,— As soon as Joe returned from the 
Mill, sent him to town, to get Cofifee Salt &c and some 
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Plates & knives & forks.— He retunied late at Night 
brought what he was seat for with the Newspapers.— 
The Congress has voted 15,0fH)$ to furnish the Presi- 
dent's House, 10,iX)()$ to pave some parts, 901)0 to fur- 
nish the Capitol, 5000$ to purt-ha.se books, & 1000$ for the 
President's espences in removing & a quarter's Salarj' 
extra to all the Clerks.— It had not passed the Senate, 
but it is supposed there will be a large majority in 
favor of it. 

Easter-Sunday 13"' Windy rainy Showers.- The 
English Mare foaled, has a Colt.— M'' & M" Digges 
came, but the Weather prevented M' Jones & family 
as they live further off.— They went home about siK 
oclock,— 

Monday 14 Windy & cold After breakfast D'' T. 

Lwent to town, we intended to have gone too, but there 
had been so much rain we thought the roads would 
be very bad.— The iwople have holidays. — D' T— re- 
turned late in the Evening, was asked to dinner at sev- 
eral places but declined not expecting to be detained 
so long— he wrote to M*" Stoddert, and to M"" Barry 
inclosing a draft on M"" Paterson for 170$ to repay 
money advancing l^sic] by M'' Barry's correspondent 
in Norfolk to pay the expences of the English horses 
there in Nov*' last.— 
Tuesday 15*'' fine day First thing in the morning 
heard that the Medley Mare bad foaled. She has a dun 
color'd Colt.— After breakfast we set off to come to 
town, found the roads very bad in consequence of so 
ranch rain had to get out of the Carriage three times, 
got to the City about eleven Oclock. — D' T— went to 
the Office, about one Oclock he went to the Capitol 
returned to dinner about three. — After dinner brought 
in Mess" Powers, Level & King thev sat 'till M' 
■ 
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Charles Lownes & M"" Lloyd came, when finding D^ 
T. engaged they went. — M'' Lownes brought a letter 
from Mess"^* Buclianan fr Courtenay, holders of D"" T'a 
bill for £448,,15 Sterte, mentioning that they would 
take his notes @ 75 days for the whole amount & dam- 
ages 15 p"" Cent— M' Lownes having written them that 
D"" T. exjoected remittances from Tortola, & that he had 
written to his father-in-law immediately on hearing that 
his Bill on Chorley was protested.— M' Dalton called 
for a deed that D^ T— had had to get executed— men- 
tioned that M"" Deblois had four fine Lombardys for 
us & wou'd send them up tomorrow.— l)r T. went to 
see M' Mnnroe but he was not at home, went thence to 
M"" Level's to see a clock he has for sale for which he 
asks ten guineas, returned about nine Ocloek.— 

Wednesday 16*'' Fine day Joe went very early in 
the morning to bring Some Cuttings of Lombardy's 
from M"" Templeman 's with a horse & cart. — Jf Deblois 
sent the four trees.— M' King came with D'' T. to mark 
the places for them before M'' Blodget's house in which 
we live.— Got a Negro Man to dig the Holes & D*' T. 
went down to get M'' Law to endorse his note to be 
put into Bank (600$) which was sent as soon as he 
returned. — After dinner he went to the Office a short 
time, then returned & assisted the man to plant the 
trees, four had roots, two without had good mould put 
in, & watered them. — D' T. received a Note from M' 
Law inclosing an order from M'' Barry at twenty days, 
for the same money which D'' T. had on the 14'^''- Sent 
an order on M' Paterson for— which he had not re- 
ceived when he put his letters in the Post Office — M' 
Law wished to have part of it immediately, as he 
wished to pay money into Bank.— D"" T— received a 
letter from M"" Bladwell New York, one from Mr Blod- 
get— Wrote to his father-in-law, sent it to il'' Rohb: 
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Baltimore.— Gave Joe directions with a letter to M' 
Tayloe's Manager at Nanjimoy to fetch the filly ex- 
changed for the 3 y'' old Sorrel 

Thursday 17 Very fine day Joe went on one of the 
carriage mares very early. — M"" Lrfiw's boy came with 
a Note— D'' T —borrowed of M"" Harbaugh the money 
to lend him.— After breakfast D"" T. went to his farm 
with Jf Powers. Mama & I went to see M''^ ilunroe 
who has a Son,— M"" Law came In- he was waiting for 
the Post, he received money, and sent what was bor- 
rowed to M"" Harbaugh— came here & look a cold din- 
ner with us,— IX T. & Mf Powers returned here about 
dark A letter from M'' Barry acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of the money from M"" Paternou.- 

Friday 18"' Very fine day D' T— went out after 
breakfast— I netting— Mama quilting. — M'' Meredith & 
M'' C'aldwell left a letter at the Office for the Commiss'''' 
requesting them to meet them tomorrow, they are come 
to rent places for the War & Navy Office, as the Treas- 
ury office only will be ready by the time it will be 
wanted. I made two copies of J)'^ T's letter to his 
father-in-law, he sent one to Norfolk under cover to 
Messrs Laurie & Telfer.— After dinner M'' Lownes & 
Lloyd called— D"" T— went with them to see the horse 
Punch— agreed to call on M"" Lownes on Sunday.— M' 
Young sent home the .Tack he was to have kept.— In 
the evening Maina & I walked out a little way returned 
thinking D"" T. would come home as Mi" Lownes had 
left him, but did not till we sent for him to tea — He 
was not well in consequence of having walked in the 
Sun a good deal in tlie morning— went to bed pretty 
early.— 

Saturday 19 Warm & hazey Rose early— Old M"" 
Gregg called to let us know that two friends intended 
to preach in George Town— T)'' T could not go as he 
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had to attend the Office and we did not wish to walk 
so far.— After breakfast Mama & I set off to walk to 
our wooden house on Sq: 33— saw Miss Whetcroft as 
we went along invited her to walk with us, we went 
first to M*'^ Knapp's— We set there a little & she also 
joined us— We went to the house, returned to M" 
Knapp's sat till we were rested & then came home.— 
Found Joe had returned & brought the filly.— After 
dinner D^ T. went to the Capitol; rec^- a letter from 
Bishop Carroll. M^ Polock's Cousin brought a parcel 
which M^ Meredith had been the Bearer of, from Phila* 
—It contained two Almanacs, ''the Secret, & Pizarro," 
which I sent to M*" W'" Blodget to purchase for me 
& some Music, a present from his father— D*" T. re- 
turned & said he was going to M^ Fitzhugh's and shou'd 
return in the morning— that M^ Law had gone about 
an hour before.— Joe was sent to the farm with the 
Jack.— Play 'd, worked & Read all the afternoon & 
evening- 
Sunday 20*^^^ Warm & very windy.— M'' Peter called 
after breakfast, while he was here Joe came with the 
four Jennies & the English Mare D^ T. came home 
about eleven, put on clean Cloaths and went again im- 
mediately, to call on M^ Lownes, went thence to Gen'- 
Forrest's to dine in company with M^ Meredith & M*" 
Caldwell.— M^s Ray called to see us.— After dinner 
Mama & I walked to M^ Polock's— M^« & Miss Scott 
&c came there to tea.— D^ T. called for us— came home 

about nine oclock— A letter from brought by a 

M^ Bryson in the morning.— 

Monday 21^t Cloudy, rainey M^ Law called— D*- T. 
went to the Office.— Gave M^ Law a written promise to 
mortgage his farm if M^ Law wished it, as security to 
him for his endorsing his Notes in Bank.— After din- 
ner D^ T. went out, did not return till about ten Oclock.— 
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Tuesday 22'i Windy & coo] After breakfast M-- R^ 
Forrest called, while we were at our fanii be went 
with his family to his father-in-law's in Marlbro'.— D' 
T. at the Office all the morning went out again after 
Dinner, did not retuni till late said he had been to see 
M"" Oakley— iK Forrest caiue & drank tea with us. — 
Joe went off early this Morning with the Jennies to 
Baltimore, rode one of the Carriage Mares.— 

Wednesday ^S"^ Windy & very cool — Frost— D' T. 
went to the Office— M"" Forrest came to dinner— they 
went out after dinner & returned to tea— D*" T. en- 
gaged in considering about a jtlan for the Church in 
Baltimore. — Sent a negro Man (Jerry) to the farm 
for the Medley Mare & Lownes filly— D"^ T. sent word 
to the Manager to send the Sorrei Mare to M' Jones. 

— M"" Tench Ringgold took the English Mare away. 
Thursday '2-i^^ Fine day !)■■ T. went out after 

breakfast did not return till dinner. — I liegan to net 
a blue cotton Shawl.— After dinner li""- T. went again. 

— M'' B'orrest called Mama & I went as far as M' 
Tayloe's house, were going to M" Knapp's but heard 
from one of M''^ Burnes' M'egroes that she was not at 
home, returned & called at M"^^ Munroe's, where M"^^ 
Knapp was, found there also D'' T. who was sitting 
with M'* Knapp & M'' Dobbin from Annapolis.— The 
Oeiitlemen soon went out, we staid pretty late ex- 
pecting D"" T. would return, but found he did not come, 
& M"" Munroe walked home with us.— He did not come 
till I suppose ten Oclock. — Read in Newspapers which 
M"" Munroe lent us.— Joe retiinied about four Oeiock. 

Friday 25"' Windy but not Cold Rose about seven 
Oclock — Before we had breakfasted a Gentleman 
called, who is staying at M"" Law's, to request D"" T. 
to give him a little Indian Ink to draw a landscape for 
M"* Law — he is in the English anny & is going to 
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Canada— A stracge kind of mad body bis name is 
Wilcox. — After breakfast U'' T. went to the Office.— 
After dinner D"" T. went to give some directions at 
tlie President's Garden— when be returned M'' Peter 
called— we then walked aeoomijanied by M"" Forrest 
wbo dined with us, first to the Capitol & thence to M'' 
Law's where we drank tea— walked home & were all 
extremely fatigued. — Sent six walnut trees to M' 
Mason in George Town.— 

Saturday 26*^'' Windy & Warm A Boy came from 
the farm before we were up.— Sent up the Brown filly" 
to go to M'' Jones— D'' T. went to the Office.— I helped 
Mama to quilt in the morning.— After dinner some 
Gentlemen called iu a Carriage, two brought letters, 
M"" Dawson from M'" Stoddcrt— & M'' Baraes from M' 
Jefferson- !)■" invited them in & shewed them the 
Plans of the Capitol— they staid only a short time. — In 
the morning D'' T. rented our house in George Town 
to M'' Chandler for 3(X)$ p"" year he to remove at a 
month's notice if we sell it.— D"* T— engaged in plan- 
ning a Church for Ballimore.— M"" Brent called in the 
Evening— Old M' King came in too.— 

Sunday 27'^'' A very fine day. — D"" T. drawing at 
the Church, & I reading.— Went after dinner to M"" 
Peter's— took M"^ Peter in to George Town with us to 
see M™ Dorsey— D'' T. went in with us & called to see 
the Gentle"' from Phila* — M'' Ringgold called at M"" 
Peter's — M"" Johnson's family have moved into the 
adjoining bouse, they give 500$ rent- Miss Henning 
brought in M''" Helen's little Baby for us to see.— M"^ 
Johnson is gone to Phila"- to visit M"'^ Adams, Re- 
turned home about eight Oclock.— D'' T— went to see 
after the fillies which had been driven down here to 
pasture- could not find them. — Directed Daniel, who 
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staid all night tliat he might take up a spade, that they 
must be driven down again if gone to the fann.— 

Monday 28 A fine day After breakfast D'' T. went 
to the Office.— Had the Carriage after dinner, left D'' 
T. at the Capitol, went to a Shop in New Jersey Ave- 
nue returned took him in again, he stopped at Tunni- 
cliffe's tavern to see M*" Law who was there with some 
Strangers, Mess''*- Dawson &c were at tlie Door, D^ T. 
introduced them to M"" Law who invited them with D'' 
T. to dinner on Wednesday— We then went to the Navy 
Yard,- Much sui-prized to see so little done only six 
men at Work.— Returned home before Sun Set— D'' T. 
went somewhere, did not return till about nine.— 

Tuesday 29"' Cloudy little Cool M"- Law called.— 
M'" Lownes came & D"" T. gave his note (negotiable) in 
fav' of Mess''* Lloyd, Buchanan & Courtney Balti- 
more for $2358.43 being the amount of the protested 
Bill with Damages & Interest.- He then went to the 
Office. — at two Oeiock had a horse & went over the ferry 
to see a pair of Mules which he purchased for $200 and 
gave his Xote payable in Dec' next.— After dinner M" 
Knapp &. Misa Whetcroft came in, they staid 'till they 
saw the Annapolis Stage come bye & then went as M" 
Shaw their Sister-in-law was in it. — D' T. went out 
did not retuiTi 'till teatime I netting a trimming for a 
muslin Cloak. — 

Wednesday 30*'' Cloudy & cold. .Toe went off early 
with the Mules to the farm. M'' Law called after din- 
ner & said M''^ Law had desired him yesterday to in- 
vite Mama & me to dinner today, but that he had forgot 
it— and that M''* Peter wished to go, but did not like 
to ride on horseback— we agreed to go if he would 
send his Serv*- to drive our Carriage— he went & told 
M''* Peter that we would send for her, she consequently 
sent their Man to drive but wrote a note to me saying 
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she could not go, which he did not deliver, so I sent the 
carriage for her— She did not come — M"" Law staid 
here while a Serv* went to town to ask if the Gentle- 
men were coming to his house to dinner— they had 
misunderstood him & declined, "We went ahout three 

— Dr Caifre & M"" Barry dined there.— Joe came down 
to drive us home— came about dark. D"" T. went out 
staid til! about nine.— Read the Newspaper— Went to 
Bed— the Bill respecting the City passed with amend- 
ments. 

Farm Thursday May !»'■ Gloomy & Cloudy rain 
& a gust about noon. After breakfast set out for the 
fann— D'' T — on horseback— roads very good.— AVe 
got here about twelve Oclock— D'' T— came about an 
hour after having waited a long time under a Shed on 
the road In hopes the rain would cea.se, but as there did 
not appear to be any chance of it, he rode thro' it & 
came in dripping Wet— So as to he obliged to change 
his Cloaths. — Read in an European Magazine all the 
Evening, while we worked. — It rained almost con- 
stantly all the afternoon, thunder & lightening about 
Noon and heavy rain in the Evening.— 

Friday 2'^ Fine clear day— Cool Rose pretty early 

— M'' Forrest carae after breakfast on his way to the 
Great Falls.- Jerry came with the Medley Mare & the 
five fillies— brought a letter from G. Turner Esq'' 
Phila" mentioning that M"" M''Elwee agreed to take 
lot N" 5 in Sq: 233— for 600$ but could not pay cash- 
sent his Notes @ 60 and 90 days. — D"" T. wrote an 
answer to M"" Turner, inclosing a letter to his Aunt at 
Lancaster in England, and a Copy of one before men- 
tioned to his father-in-law. — M"" O'Reilly sent hack the 
Bay Dr T. let him have some time ago, as he behaved 
dishonestly.— Joe hauling rails all day with the Car- 
riage Mares— heard within these few days that un- 
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fortimateiy one of them is with foal.— D'' T— all day 
planting out Chestnuts in a Square of the Garden.— 
M'' F called again in the Afternoon.— 

Saturday 3'^ A fine day D"" T. made the Man plant 
the remainder of the Chestnuts, (whieh in the fall had 
been put altogether in a hole) in a field. — Carriage 
Mares hauling post and rails all day.— AValked about- 
read &<?.- D"" T. grafted some Gloucester Hickoi-y Nuts 
on the Common hickory in the New Orchard.— Expected 
M' Kinggold and M"" Powers but they did not come After 
dinner D"" T. rode to M"' Jones, came home before dark 
and brought a flower called here "the bleeding heart in 
the golden bason."— In England called Lady's Slipper 
from its fonn it is generally yellow, but some of the 
people say there are wliite, & red & white striped ones 
in the Woods. 

Monday 5^'' Fine day Cool.— City Set out after 
breakfast to oonie to town— D"" T. rode the young 
English Mare.— We forgot to bring our Keys, and had 
to stop on the road about 3 Miles from the farm while 
the Servant went back for them— had a Magazine & 
read the while. D""' T went on as he had to stop at 
Gen' Forrest's. — Got home about eleven Oclock.— D"" 
T. received 3 letters from M"" Maury with the Bills, 
invoice &c of the things we sent for to Liverpool in 
March 1799— he had waited for an opportunity to 
Alexandria— They arrived in the Success.- Boy 
brought down the Medley Mare & little Sorrel filly. 
Sent Joe up to haul rails till Friday Morning.— M'' 
Forrest called about dinner time, went to the Office to 
get M"' King to lay off his lot in S(]' 254 where he ia 
going to build.— We went over to him towards Evening 
and he walked with us to the President's House. D' 
T. joined us on the way, we returned fo tea. D'' T. 
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brought M'' Powers with him. — M'' Law called in the 
morning. — 

Tuesday 6*'' fine day M'' Forrest came to breakfast, 
borrowed a Saddle to go to Annapolis.— Begun digging 
his Cellar this Morning D«' T. went to the Office.— 
Received an invitation to tea at M'' Law's for today 
dated yesterday— sent an excuse— tliought it was for 
tomoH'Ow but should not have gone at any rate. — [At 
dinner time D' T. came with D"" May & his Uncle 
to the door, invited them to dinner, but they de- 
clined—took Dr May to see a poor neighbour M"" 
Cooke who is very ill,— We sent oue of our wo- 
men to sit with his Wife last night, & sent them a 
little "Wine, some bitters and some Soup. — D"" T. went 
to the Office to write — came when I sent for him to 
tea. — M''Knapp called. -D^T- was out tilllate at night 
assistiug to seek the Medley Mare as he did not wish her 
to stay out all night, found her after walking a long 
time.—]' 

Wednesday 7^'' Rained in the night, cloudy a little 
rain during the day Rain & a gust in the Evening D' 
T. received by the Southern Mail a letter from M'' 
Tayloe, and one from Mi" KeiT inclosing the papers sent 
him, with an Entiy to be executed at the Custom House 
in George Town— D"" T. went, but there is so little to 
do there that he could find nobody but a little boy to 
do it before.- Inclosed it to M"" Kerr & gave it to Cap^ 
Ardrey who is to bring up the things He wrote to M"" 
Tayloe.— As I cannot always write every day I may 
now & then make a mistake it was to day not yester- 
day that D'' May called.- Received an invitation to 
M" Scott's to tea, could not go.— D'' T. copied over a 

' In tLe original MSS. ttis bracketed matter appears as of Tuesday. 
but a mnrginal note states that it sliould be read as of Wednesday. — 
Cam. on Pub. 
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long letter to M'' Tbo^ Jefferson and wrote to M"" 
PatersoD Balf'' — Jiod .sent them by the Post.— 

Thursday 8 Beautiful day — rained much in the 
night. J)' T. went to the Office.— I copied his letter 
to M"" Jefferson into a book. — Finished the trimming 
for my muslin Cloak, & enlarged by Net Shawl.— 
Walked out after dinner went to see M"'*' Munroe staid 
to tea.— Df T. came after talking some time to Beall 
about the fence— Near nine Oclock as we were about 
leaving M" Munroe 's, M"" Knapp sent up word that 
there were some things lauded at the Wharf near their 
house.— Being a fine moon light night D'' T. got a cart 
& went to have them brought up,— Mama & I came 
home at ten Oclock. I began to net a light pink floss 
Silk veil.— When the things came opened them much dis- 
appointed in the Wedgewood Ware & think them very 
dear- the de-sert set is pretty but not .such as I ex- 
pected, as they were not limited in the price — The 
knives & forks are rusted.— 

Friday 9^'' Gloomy & showery M'' Dalton called.— 
poor Cooke died.— D'' T. went to the Office returned 
about one Oclock. Eec' from W Jefferson a small 
pamphlet, an Appendix to the "Notes on Virginia," 
respecting the authenticity of the Speech of the Indian 
Chief Logan.- Joe came down from the farm brought 
the cart with a little wood, some Vegetables &<?.— We 
have five Cows calved nearly about the same time 
& all bull Calves.— D"" T. got some inoculating 
matter from D'' May and inoculated Joe (a negro- 
man) William & Betsy bound children and (Bet) 
Lucy's child A negro nearly six months old. X)^ 
T. went to the Capitol in the Carriage which was 
going to the blacksmith's to be mended. — Returned to 
Tea.— M'' Pomiott called to consult about Cooke's 
funeral— mentioned that he had raised a sul)scription 
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for his Widow, and that they wished to send his de- 
ranged mother to the poor house.— 

Saturday 10^^ gloomy & rainy Ordered the Car- 
riage to go to George Town— D*" T. went out met M"^ 
T. Peter who invited us to dinner— D*" T. returned, 
Mama & I went to George Town & left him drawing— 
we declined going to dinner but D*" T. went.— I did 
not wish the Carriage horses to be used as we meant 
to set off for MarPbro' in the morning.— M"^ R^ For- 
rest called— lent him a lanthorn & umbrella to go home 
as it rained & was very dark.— D'" T. came about nine 
o'clock— he rode the English Mare, which just on his 
leaving M^ Peter's fell down and threw him off in a 
very dangerous manner, but he was fortunately not 
hurt.— She wanted to turn into M*" Johnson's yard, and 
the side he wished to turn her being that of her blind 
eye, & a dog barking at the instant were the causes of 
her falling.— 

Sunday 11**^ Rained in the morning but cleared up 
afterwards.— AVhen we rose thought we should not 
have been able to take our intended journey, but it 
began to clear u]), we had breakfast & set off about 
ten Oclock called for M** Forrest who accompanied us 
on horseback.— We crossed the Eastern branch ferry 
on the other side of which are manv beautiful emi- 
nences from which are fine prospects of the City 
George Town, Alexandria &c.— The roads in general 
very good— two j)retty seats on the road near the town 
I^jrs Digges & M'' J. R. Magruder's— arrived about 
three Oclock at M*" Craufurd's— M^s Forrest's father's 
—he lives on an eminence that overlooks the town 
which is a neat pretty little place— Every house has 
a large garden, & the numbers of Locusts & weejv 
ing Willows that are planted about, with the general 
verdure gives it a very i^leasant ai)pearance.— It is 
the place where the Courts are held— but is declining 
rather than increasing— they are just beginning a new 
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Courthouse which is to be large & handsome. — The 
western Branch of Patuxent which is only navigable 
for l)atteaux & small craft has a romantic & wild ap- 
pearance. We arrived just as the family were at din- 
ner—In the afternoon we walked about with JVI^^^ F.— 

Monday 12. Warm day M' Forrest— D-- T. & JI^ 
Craufurd Jun"" set out about nine Oclock to go to a 
sale about four miles from Marlbro' we intended to 
have accompanied them, but heard the roads were 
very bad for a Carriage.— AVe wished to purchase a 
negi'o boy was one reason of our taking this trip.— 
M""* Forrest walked with us to towu which adjoins M"" 
Craufurd 's— went to two or three Shops— found tiiem 
badly supplied— the best belonged to a free uegro man, 
who is doing very well, he owns the house & lot in which 
he lives- maintains a large family decently and is gen- 
erally resi^ected.- The geutlemen returned just after 
we had set down to dinner.- D' T. purchased a negro 
man for 400$ Walked on the heights behind M^ C's 
house which are verj' pretty for inland situations.— 

Tuesday 13"' Very warm Rose early— after break- 
fast as we were about setting oflf Bishop Claggett ar- 
rived—he came intending to ride witli jM"" Craufurd to 
our City where [he] is going to reside, hut M'' C. 
deferred going, as Jf* Forrest was not very well. — 
The bisboi) rode on horseback in company with us.— 
M'' Forrest set off for Annapolis.— D"" T. invited to 
dinner tomorrow the Bishop & M' Craufurd- stopped 
at Tunuicliffe's to see if the sale of chimney pieces had 
commenced — but it was deferred while D^ T. went in 
to look at them — sent .Toe to invite JI'' & M" Law to 
dinner— got home about one Oclock — It was very warm 
riding— Jlania was verj' poorly and obliged to go to 
l)ed immediately after tea. — M"^* Munroe & Shaw & 
Miss Whetcroft called— I played for them some time. 
—In the afternoon sent Joe to town — to the Mill— and 
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to iarrite M' k il" P«ter to diiuier.— IVy came wUle 
we w«re absent to drink tea vitfa ds— M' Skyvin fom 
Pliila^ calied aad left « note while w« werv absent 
West to bed about ten Odoek.— 

Wednesdaj 14**— Very fioe dar— Bose pretty earir 
—Mama better bat oot well— alt tbe momiii^. prepar- 
ing for dinDer— ll*" Craafurd anrred abant one O'clock. 
-M' Uw-M' k M" Peter k Bishop Claggett k M' 
White dined with ns — D' T. went to the President's 
faoufte 4m! with M' C before dinner— M" P. had oar car- 
riage k her Servant drove it — I received a letter from 
M" Bivaroy at Niagara.— After dinner I walked with 
M' & M" P. to the execntive Office k President 's house. 
—When we rt-tanied fonnd old Go^-* -Johnson k M" J. 
Johniion at oar honse they had walked down to tea.— 
M" Johnson has jnst retomed from Phila"- where she 
haji been with her Son on a visit to the President's 
family— M' J. Adam.H Jan"" married the '2^- Miss John- 
son.— M' Josua Johnson is appointed Stamp ^faster 
with a salary of 2000$— after tea ordered the Carriage 
for them all to go home.—M'' Craufard i^taid all night. 

Thnrnday 15*^ Fine day warm.— M'' Craofurd rose 
very early— and went to George Town. U"" T. inocu- 
lated the ]>eap]e again as he thought they had not 
taken the infection, sent Joe off to seek the Jenny, 
which came from Alexandria, we have not heard of 
her since wo came from the farm last. — Breakfasted 
by eight Oolock. — IK T. wrote to the Gentlemen who 
had the (Jirection of the Sale near Marlbro' that he 
could not take the Man (who came yesterday) as he is 
not in health (having a rupture).— AVent to the Office- 
means to send him [back] in the afternoon. About 
two O'clock ]y T. came home with Cap"^- Tingey they 
went together to dine at M' Law's we were invited hut 
Joe wab not here to drive the Carriage A Squall of 
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Wind which continued some time— with a little rain.— 
Sent a horse by (John) for D' T. to come home.— Just 
as he carae in M"" Darnall (deputy Sheriff) oame to 
get a deed acknowledged. — D^ T. went out to help the 
man to seek the horses which had gone further than 
usual in consequence of the Storm.— 

Friday Ifi Very fine day.— D' Crawford whom D'' 
T. dined witli at M'' Law's came to breakfast— staid to 
dinner— we sent & invited M"" & il'* Knapp who came. 
— Sent a note to M''* Law inviting her & M""^ Tingey & 
the Gentlemen to tea they excused themselves.— Sent 
to invite M"" Munroe's family— Joe returned with the 
Jennies.— M"^ Shaw came, also M"^ Brent.— In the Even- 
ing M"" Pollock & iP Fitzhugh called in— Staid till eleven 
Ocloek— Dr Crawford staid all night. — He seemed very 
well pleased with his reception.- Altogether a pleasant 
day- 
Saturday 17.— Drizzling Went to George Town took 
D"" Crawford with us, introduced him to D"" Weems in 
the Street & left him there. AA^nt to M" Dorsey's to 
see Miss S. Dovsey & Miss Chase who are there on a 
visit. — Returned took D' T— in and went to the Cap- 
itol—staid there a little, left him & went to M' Law's 
to wait on M'* Tingey.— M' Law & Cagt*- T. went by 
to George Town in the moroing.— Took D"" T. in again 
on our return- got home about two Oclock— raining 
very fast.— D'' Crawford came to dinner- went away 
soon after.— Sent to George Town a basket containing 
nearly half the dinner Set and all the desert Set except 
four (Club Compofiers) and two baskets with Stands, 
to be put into M"' Wliann's Store for Sale.— They came 
too high— as they did [not] answer my wishes— and I 
found by washing that the Gilding was not burnt in 
but only burnished. D"" T. received a letter from M"" 
Maclure in Philadelphia.— Jliss Polocks came in to 
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tea.— Afterwards went with them to M'' Muuroe's— D' 
T. oame for the Parlor key to get D'' Crawford's trunk 
as he had written him that he shou'd be obliged to re- 
turn to Balti'« tomorrow morning— D'' T. came back 
to M"" Munroe's & we staid 'till ten Ocloek.— Very dark 
Night. - 

Sunday IS'"! Raining in the raornuig fine Day 
Reading & writing in the morning— D'' T. drawing at 
the Church— Ordered the Carriage to take a ride after 
dinner— but when it came there was an appearance of 
an heavy gust & sent it back.— There was a gust of 
wind & a little raiu— In the Evening we walked out- 
Met M""* Munroe's family walked as far as the Sq''- 
171 with M" Shaw & Knapp— M'e all went to the Scales 
near the President's house to he weighed I)"" T. weighs 
163 lbs and I, lOfj.- After we came home D' T. brought 
in M"" Powers who staid till near Eleven Oclock.— M"^ 
Fitzhugh called in the morning wou'd not stay [to] 
dinner. — 

Monday 19 Very pleasant day D'' T. went to the 
Office.— M" Law & JI""* Tingey called about two Ocloek 
— they wanted to go to see the President's House &c 
but as it was too late invited them to come in the After- 
noon,— After dinner D'' T. walked to M'' Young's on 
business.— Tlie liorses were engaged in hauling wood 
to fence our lots on Sq'' 171.— M"" & M'"* Law & Tingey 
came tho' they sent word they could not — M" Law 
went on to M''* Peter's to see W* Lewis her Sister, 
who had just arrived from M' Vernon to have her child 
inoculated.— She returned to Tea— M"" Basset came 
with her. — While we were at Tea JP* Munroe— Shaw 
& Kerr came in. — M'' Munroe eame afterwards.— M" 
L. & T. &c went away early— the rest staid & I played 
for them some time.— j\P« Law invited us to dinner.- 

Tuesday 20 Pleasant but cloudy A Boy came from 
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the farm with a fine veal— as the company we expected 
were not coming— sold all but one forequarter & the 
head & feet.— About two O'clock D'' T, came in with 
Gen' Davidson from Annapolis.— I was dressing & 
did not see him. — A heavy Shower— it cleared up, went 
to M'' Law's — Met there M'"'' Lewis and her cousins 
Miss Dandridge & Miss Henley— M'' & M'''* Tingey & 
D' May & M'' AVhite. — M'" Law had gone to M*^ Vernon 
with M'' Lewis in the Boat which brought up tlie 
Ladies. — M'"* Lewis has a fine little girl sis months old. 

— M"" Forrest called in the morning,— At night D"" T— 
wrote to Major Rivardi inclosing some inoculating 
matter.— and answered M'' Paterson's Letter giving 
him a receipt. 

AVeduesday 21«t Fine day cool.- a frost last night 
it is said D"" T. went to the Office.— Working all the 
morning. Boy came from the farm— .sent him to look 
for the Jenny iiiteudiug him to go with it to M'^ Vernon 
Sent him back after dinner with directions to come 
down tomorrow evening.— Just as we were going to 
dinner Col: Sim of Bladensburg was passing by. D' 
T. asked him in to enquire about a Negro of his which 
he understood was for sale— be gave bim a high Char- 
acter but said be did not wish [to] sell him. He staid 
some time — after he went we walked out Went to M*" 
Knapp's found there M"" Munroe's family M''* & Miss 
Burnes &e.— M" Shaw & Kerr walked home with us, 
we stopt at Mr Munroe's & sat a little while.— Looked 
over the Newspapers & went to bed.— 

Thursday 22''-Cool day Cloudy. D' T. at the Office. 

— M"" Forrest came & dined with ns. After dinner we 
walked to M'' Johnson's, drank tea there, afterwards 
stepped in to M'' Peter's— M'"« Helen's Child has been 
inoculated five times & they are not sure it has had it 
—it is a remarkably fine Season for it— owing I sup- 
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pose to the temperature of the air.— Joe was oat all 
day searching after the horses.— Boy eame from the 
farm—brought some butter &c.— We got home about 
nine O'clock were tired walking and went to bed almost 
immediately. ~ D' T. staid awhile & read the News- 
paper. 

Friday 23'i Ven- fine day.— D' T. went to the Office 
— M"" Forrest called.— AVhile I was engaged writing to 
M" Rivardi — M" Peter, Jjewis. & Miss Henley & Dan- 
dridge called— while they were here M" Dorsey, with 
her Aunt & Miss Dorsey & Miss Chase eame & wanted 
me to go with them to the Capitol— while they were all 
here D"" Thornton came home & brought with him, M' 
Fitzhugh of Chatham M' Herbert &e Gentlemen living 
in Alexandria— M" Lewis played one Song— I played 
a little.— When M" Peter &e went- 1 rode with M"^ 
Dorsey &c to see the Capitol — retunied at two O'clock 
—they went home.—After dinner D"" T. sent a Man 
to the farm to fetch down, the horses which went up 
there yesterday — Sent Peter (a white boy) in the morn- 
ing with Jenny to M* Vernon— Joe went to assist 
in getting it over the ferry.— D"" T— in the afternoon 
went to the Capitol staid 'till dark.— M' Forrest drank 
tea with us. — M"" W™ Brent called in the Evening. — 

Saturday 24"" Cloudy but pleasant. — Joe was haul- 
ing rails till breakfast time when he broke the Cart.— 
M""* Dorsey sent to invite us to tea but we declined 
going.— Mama & I went to town to a few Shops.— Sent 
to invite M""* Mnnroe M'"'' Knapp &c to tea.— D'" T. 
Came in about one Oclock with M"^ Claxton doorkeeper 
to the Congress, who is empowered to procure the 
necessary furniture for the Capitol— they sent for M"" 
Hoban & were consulting respecting the seat for the 
President of the Senate. — M''- Forrest dined with us.— 
After dinner D"" T. went again to the Capitol.— Re- 
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turned to tea.— If & M" Knapp, if & M" Munroe & 
il""^ Shaw drank tea with [us]— had some pretty good 
Strawberries which I bought in George Town — the first 
we have had except a few sent us, which came from 
Alexandria. Peter returned from if Vernon & after 
dining & resting a while went to the farm.— We do not 
know whether the little negro cliild & Joe took the 
Small pox, as they have had break out— William had 
it very favorably. — Daniel came at night from the fai-m 
with some butter, peas &c. — Were obliged to send him 
away again, as it was not right for him to sleep with 
his wife, as the child may have taken the infection tho' 
its arm only is affected, & he might thereby take it to 
the farm. — D"" T. received a letter from liis Aunt- he 
wrote to her to-day inclosed to M'* Maclure who is 
going to Eurojie.- 

Sunday 23 Cloudy & Warm. (Fanu) Ordered the 
Carriage over night, & set off after breakfast to the 
farm.- Saw M""* Peter & Lewis & the young Ladie.s 
going to George Town to Church. — On the road we 
heard a noise like thousands of frogs and concluded 
they were the cause, but after D"" T. came to the farm 
he went into the new Orchard & found some of the trees 
covered witii Locusts, & that they occasioned the noise. 
— there is a dreadful prospect for farmers— the Hes- 
sian Fly is in the Wlieat and many who exi>ected to 
make a thousand & 1500 Bushels will not more than 
make tJie Seed.— And should the Loensts continue it 
is supposed they will destroy the Com.— After dinner 
D' T. rode over to M"" Jones— he was not at home & 
he soon returned.— D'' T. and some of our people caught 
two Owls (horned) in the Woods.- Joe put them in the 
Bam. — Rained at night— a little thunder. — 

Monday 2fiii' Fine day Sent Joe to town with the 
Waggon that it might be ready for him to haul when 
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we return— Sent some wood.— He did not return till 
late at night sold his Owls for 11*^ a piece.— 

Tuesday 27 Cool pleasant day.— (City) On our 
way to town called at Gen* Forrest's, saw M**^ Forrest 
only.— D*" T. rode on the English Filly, which Joe had 
driven up last night, with the Medley Mare Sorrel 
filly & Miss Tayloe.— Mama & I stopped at M" Dor- 
sev's & at M" Peter's on our wav home.— In the after- 
noon M*"* Dorsey with Miss D & Miss Chase called, & 
I went with them to see the President's House & Treas- 
ury Office— the V returned & drank tea with us— D'' T. 
and M*" Forrest came in.— Just before tea the An- 
napolis Stage stopped and M*" Dorsey came in & staid 
till after tea— when he left the Ladies & walked home. 
—When we came home found John, the Man purchased 
at the Sale returned— he said his owners accused him 
of having informed respecting his disease, and that 
he was wandering & had no home— D*" T. discharged 
him before M^ Forrest, & gave him a few lines mention- 
ing the circumstances as they really were.— 

Wednesday 28^*^ Fine day Before we were up, M*" 
Peter sent to request D^ T. to breakfast with him, he 
went about eight O'clock and found they had break- 
fasted, he returned soon but we had done, and we had 
some brought for him— M^ Dalton called.— M*" Peter 
invited 1> T— to dinner & we sent to M*^ Dorsev that 
we would drink tea with her. — IK T. walked to M*" 
Peter's.— We went about five O'clock. — Xol)odv at M*" 
Dorsey 's but IK Wortliington.— On our return called 
at M^ Peter's — sat a little while, eat some fine Duke 
Cherries that came from M^ Vernon. — Coming home 
IK T. stopped at tlie Post Office — did not return home 
till we had l)een in l)ed some time.— We invited M"" 
Peter & M*" Lewis to dinner tomorrow.— 

Thursday 20 Fine day Boy brought a veal from the 
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farm— sold part of it.— While we were at breakfast, a 
servant brought word that M''^ Marbury, Templeman 
& Deakins would drink tea with us.— Engaged all the 
morning in preparing for dinner & Tea.— M*" Law 
Lewis & Peter came.— The Gentlemen walked out after 
dinner-D«- T. brought with [him] M«- O'Reilly & a 
M"" Hinxton famous for singing well— they cou'd not 
stay to tea.— The Ladies came.— M"" White M*" Munroe 
& M*" Howe (a clerk in the gen^ Post Office) came to 
tea.— M*" Marbury & Templeman came just as the 
things were removed.— & the Company were coming 
down stairs for me to play for them Mama made tea 
for them.— The gentlemen except M*" Marbury & Tem- 
pleman staid pretty late.— 

Friday 30^^ Cloudy & Rain— Before breakfast Joe 
hauling Rails— About noon we went to George Town- 
called at M''» Dorsey's to borrow a gown— Went to M' 
Cox's store & changed a Chintz I got there for a black 
Silk.— M^ Forrest came to tea— staid all night as it 
rained.— D*" T. engaged in drawing on the Church.— 

Saturday 31»<^— pleasant weather. M*" Ray called 
after breakfast.— D*" T. drawing— went about one 
Oclock to call on the Attorney Gen' M"" Charles Lee 
who passed by with M*" AMiite. M^ Forrest came in 
while we were at dinner.— We walked to Pennsvlvania 
Avenue, to see what is done towards the pavement— 
there is to be a footwav of common foundation stone— 
and a road thrown up with ditches to carry off the 
Water— this is only to be a temporary work.— D^ T. 
left us & Mama & I walked to our lots.— M"" Forrest 
called in the Evening, and D"" T— did not return till 
pretty late.— The whole of this month has been cool 
& pleasant. 

Sunday June l***^— Cloudy Rain all day Having de- 
termined last night to go to M^ Fitzhugh's, and expect- 
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ing tho ' it rained a little, that there would only be trifling 
showers & that it would clear at noon we ordered the 
Carriage & set out about ten Oclock. We found the 
roads very bad, great part of the way it continued 
drizzling, and when we got within about ^ a mile of 
the house, it rained in a torrent and the wind blew verv 
hard.— It is about nine or ten miles from the City.— We 
found M»s Fitzhugh sick a bed & M»" F. had just before 
set out for town with Gen^ Lee & a M*" Heath.— M" 
Jack Thornton was there and Miss Thornton & Fitz- 
hugh— M^^ T. advised [us] to try the road by Rock 
Creek church— we set out immediately after dinner 
(tho' they invited us to stay all night we knew the 
roads would not be better in the morning) a boy riding 
D^ T. Rockingham Mare— Till we got within half a 
mile of the Church we had a dreadful ride, not only 

7 • 

from the road being bad, but having to pass thro' 
woods most part of the way, the branches of the trees, 
being full of rain, in brushing bye the Carriage wet us 
very much, altogether we had a disagreeable ride, but 
got home in good time.— 

Monday 2^ Fine cool day.— After breakfast D^ T. 
went to the Office.— Two men sent by M^ Dinsley came 
to white wash the parlor & Entry.— D^ T. came about 
one o'clock— took a snack with a M*" Johnston & set off 
to go to M^ C. C. Jones to see a colt which the sorrel 
Mare has.— M'" Fitzhugh called, but would not stay all 
night.— D'" T. came home about dark.— The men white 
washed very badly and made more dirt than ever was 
seen by white washing only.— D^* T. got a letter from 
D^ Dawson. 

Tuesday 3^ Cloudy but pleasant D"" T. sent M"" 
Dinsley to see the work his men had done.— He sent 
two other men to scrape off the white wash & do it over 
again— We would have preferred remaining with dirty 
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walls rather than have had so much trouble and dirt.— 
We heard that the President has arrived.— D^ T. went 
to the Office.— He went about one Oclock to George 
Town to wait on the President— brought home D^ May 
to dinner, whose horse he had rode to town as it was 
ready & he was in a hurry.— M"" White came in to hear 
the News.— The President intends staying to receive 
an address from the inhabitants of George Town to- 
morrow noon.— D^ T— went out after dinner returned 
to tea with D"" Cunningham— M*" Fitzhugh came to 
stay all night.— 

Wednesday 4^^^ Fine day D"" T. went to the Office. 
— M*" Knapp called— I invited him & his wife to tea.— 
M^ Eay's Servant passing sent to invite them also.— 
M^ Fitzhugh came to dinner— while we were at table 
D^ T. called in D^ Balch— M^ & MJ^ Knapp came early. 
—The president came bye about three O'clock, D*" T— 
had a horse got ready, & with some other Gentlemen 
accompanied him to the Capitol— He stopt first at his 
house & the Treasury Office.— He travels in a Chariot 
& four.— and is going to Lodge at Tunnicliflfe's 
Tavern on the Capitol Hill. M*" & M^^ Ray came to tea, 
and M*" White came with D"" T. on their return from the 
Capitol.— D"" T. & I walked part of the way home with 
M*" & M" Knapp— When we returned he went to the 
Post office to carrv a letter & staid for some time.— M^ 
T. Johnson called to invite us to tea with his Mother 
tomorrow.- 

Thursday 5^^ Fine day D^ T. went to the Office— 
about noon went to the Capitol where an address was 
to be presented from the Citizens of Washington.— D' 
T. went to the Tavern & with M^ Dalton walked with 
the President to the Capitol— the address was pre- 
sented by M*" Dalton. M^ Mason, Knapp & Cap* 
Tingey called in on their return. About six oclock D*" 
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T. & I went to M^ Johnson's.— Mama wou'd not go not 
being very well.— The President and his Secretary M' 
Shaw had dined there, & a large company were invited 
to tea— but there was not a large party.— The Presi- 
dent did not come into the drawing room 'till tea was 
ready & went immediately after.— M''^ Cranch his 
wife's Niece, went home in the Carriage with him. — 
Dr T. went to M^ Peter's & I followed him— M'" Peter's 
family were invited to M^ Johnson's but M'^ & M'^^ 
Tingey were spending the day with them & they could 
not leave her.— 

Friday 6*^^ Fine day D^ T. went to the Office— A 
Man came from the farm with the horses to take up a 
waggon load of plaister of paris.— He brought down 
buter Cherries &c.— D"" T. went to George Town at 
two 'clock to dine by invitation with the President & 
the inhabitants, at McLaughlin's Tavern.— After din- 
ner Mama & I went to George Town to a few Shops & 
returned to tea at M'" Peter's.— Sent the Carriage in 
for D^ Thornton— D'' Weems went in it to town.— The 
President went away from the Dinner before sun Set. 
—After we came home D'" T— went out and staid very 
late.— 

Saturday 7^^ Very warm D^ T. went to the Office 
returned before one Oclock as the President told him 
he would call at that time to see the Plans of the Capi- 
tol.— He did not come by till two Oclock & then did not 
stop Dr T. went to Gen^ Forrest's where he was in- 
vited to meet the President at dinner— The President 
told him he was so much engaged he had not time to 
call.— They returned early— we went to M'^ Munroe's 
in the Evening— saw there D^ Watson a young man 
come to settle here— We returned home at ten Oclock. 

Sunday 8 pleasant.— Boy came from farm with peas 
Butter &c.— Had the carriage & took with us M" 
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Munroe to wait on M'^ & M" Tingey— went from there 
to M*" Knapp's— they pressed us to stay to dinner— 
which we did & D^ T. went in the Carriage to dine at 
M^ Peter's with the President.— We staid at M^ 
Knapp's till after Tea, when we went to George Town 
& called on M'^^ Dorsey whom we found not very well 
— M^ Dorsey & the two young Ladies set oflf early in 
the morning for Baltimore. On our return called at 
M^ Peter's for D^ T. went in for a little while— found 
a large Company but the President went early in the 
Afternoon to M^ Dalton's.— Came home eat some 
Strawberries & went to bed.— 

Monday 9 Fine day Sent Joe to town to market- 
Sent him again with our Comp^ to M*"^ H Forrest— that 
we wou'd wait on her in the Afternoon— She was out 
of town— Had the Carriage & took M''^ Munroe with 
us to call on M" Chandler— M" Gantt— we went also 
to M''^ Hanson's & Lairds.— When we came home found 
that D'^ T. was gone to dine at M*" Scott's.— After din- 
ner rode down to see M^ R<^ Forrest, went thence to M' 
Deblois's— M'^ Baton's family were there— Found 
D^ T. at home when we returned. He went to M^ 
White's room to call on M^ Marshall Secretarj^ of 
State— D'' T. invited him to lodge with us.— The Com- 
missioners have lent him a room in the President's 
house.— 

Tuesday 10 Warm— cloudy in the Afternoon.— Sent 
Joe with the Cart to be mended— and to see if M""® Peter 
& family wou'd come to tea— and if so to call & 
invite Cap^ & M'"^ Tingey.— Had a large Stone brought 
& fixed at the door for a stepping stone.— Cleaned a 
couple of D*" T. plaister figures & put them in the 
drawing room.— D*" T— received an invitation from the 
Citizens of Alexandria to dine with the President 
tomorrow.— M^s Peter sent her Ser\'*- to drive our Car- 
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riage— M" P. M" Lewis Miss Healy & Daodridge 
came in it M' Peter & Lewis walked— Cap* & M'^ 
Tingey &. "SV W" Breot also came.— M"" Peter's family 
walked home— After tea we came down Staira & M" 
Lewi-S and I played. — Had some pretty good Cherries 
& Strawberries which came from the farm in the mom- 
iDg.— D' T. went in the Evening to see Gen' Marshall 
but be had gone to TunnioIifFe's Tavern. — 

Wednesday 11 Warm D' T, rose pretty early 
walked out— returned a little before nine to breakfast. 
—Ordered his horse, il' Hoban called to speak about 
the plai.stering in the President's house.- M' Small- 
woojI about the ditch digging in Pennsylvania avenue 
— M"" Munroe to get him to sign a Cheek on the Bank- 
— He set off about ten to join iU White & Marshall 
with whom he is going to ride to Alexandria.- Mama 
& 1 went in the Evening to take & walk, came home & 
Drank tea — then went to il"" Munroe's, after we had 
been there a little while, D"" T— rode up with M' 
White — Marshall & Law— We left M'' Munroe's & came 
home with I)'- T. M'' Law & the Secretaiy of State, 
they sat a litte while & then went home—. There were 
upwards of a hundred people at the Alexandria [din- 
ner] more subscribed & could not get into the room. 
The alKJve Gentlemen came up in Company with the 
Presi' who went to M'^Laughlin's in George Town. 

Thursday 12"' Hot & oppre.ssive.— D"" T. went to the 
Office — M™ Uorsey called to see us. — The President 
went bye to go to Tunnicliffe'.s.— After dinner D'- T. 
drew a little while at the Church— and then went to 
the Capitol — Ueturited a little before dark— M'' Dexter 
secretary at War arrived today. — Commodore Truxton 
rode by with Cap* Tingey. M'' & M""* Forrest stopped 
at the door for a few minutes on their way home from 
George Town.— D"" T. went out and staid late.— 



Diary of Mrs, Thornton, 155 

Friday 13^*^ Hot with a breeze— high wind in the af- 
ternoon with a little rain Daniel came from the farm 
sick.— D^ T. went to the Office— immediately after 
dinner set out with M"" Hoban to go to M*" C. C. Jones. 
—I went to M*^ Whann's to have the Wedgewood ware 
brought back to put into a store near us— thinking it 
wou'd be more likely to sell here at present.— Walked 
to look at the President's Stable, which is just begun 
near us— it is [to] serve till the public can build such 
as will be suitable to the House on the Square.— The 
president went away this morning. 

Saturday 14^^ Very hot M"" Forrest came in while 
we were at breakfast. D"" T. did not return till about 
noon— was not well in consequence of getting very wet 
in a heav'v rain which fell vesterdav afternoon, when 
they were near M*" Jones's.— He dressed to go to din- 
ner at M*^ Law's— Gen^ ^X^ Washington and M*" Peter 
called to look at his Mares and accompanied him to M^ 
Law's.— He did not come home till after dark.— M** 
Marshall, Dexter &c— dined at M^ Law's.— Ree^ an 
invitation to dine tomorrow with M*" ^lason on his 
Island (called Analostan).— The mail did not come in 
till after we had gone to bed.— Joe was engaged all the 
afternoon with the Glares fetching Clover &c.— 

Sundav 15 Verv warm M*^ Law called after break- 
fast.— Bov came from farm with fruit &c.— About noon 
Gen^ Marshall rode bv in a Hack— D"" T. asked him to 
come in, but he was going to join Cap^ Tingey to go to 
the Island.— He invited D'' T— to ride with him, which 
he did.— I sent to ask M»** Tingey to go [to] M"" Peter's 
—but she sent word she was going to the Island.— Sent 
and invited M""® Munroe & Knapp to tea.— After dinner 
M" Tingey sent her horses, and I directed her serv* 
to take the Carriage for her to come here to tea, but 
when he went to harness them found that the Collars 
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were not tbere— Joe had taken them to be mended.— A 
gust and iieaw rain prevented il""" Tingey from going 
to the Island.— M^*- Munroe & Knapp with M"^ Stone & 
jy Watson came to tea— M"* Forrest came afterwards. 
—We walked a little way with them intending to go to 
Cap* Tingey 's, but rain prevented us, M'' Forrest & 
Stone returned with us,— I sent a horse to meet D^ T. 
at the Landing, but Joe missed him and he walked 
home.— Lent XI' Forrest a lanthom to go home.— 

Monday 16 Pleasant D' T. went to the Office.— 
Sent to invite M'* Tingey to tea. — She came early and 
in the Evening we went to II'' Peter's to see the Ladies 
who were to return tomorrow to Jlount Vernon. — Cap* 
Tingey joined us there— \Mien we stopped to set M" 
Tingey down at her lodgings. Gen' Marshall came to 
[the] door- D"" T— wanted us to stop, but as it was 
late and dark, we came home and left him there.— 
Sent Joe with a lanthom, but he came home and missed 
him by having stopped awhile at M"" Mmiroe's. D' 
T. invited the Secretary & Cap'' Tingey to dinner for 
Wednesday. -I> T. wrote to M^ Blodget.- 

Tuesday 17 Rain almost all the day D' T. went to 
the Office— Sent to a«k W^ Tingey to go to wait on M""* 
Stoddert, but she thought the weather too threatening. 

— Sent Joe to the farm to get a lamb, pig, &c for din- 
ner,— In the afternoon sent a Xote to invite M" Tingey. 

— M' Forrest & Law came in— Drank tea— D"" T. came 
in afterwards— he had been to our lots that he is get- 
ting fenced.— Mr Wigiiell & HoUand rode up and 
stopped a while.— 1> T— went out in the Evening— 
I read in the Duke de Liancourt's Travels thro' the 
United States. 

Wednesday 18 Rain D"" T. went to the Office— En- 
gaged all the moniing in preparing things for dinner— 
The following persons came.— Secret* of State War & 
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Navy.— Cap^ & W^ Tingey, Gen^ Forrest, W Young, M"" 
Dan^ & Rob^ Brent,— M»* Covachuihi, Judge Craufurd 
& Mr R<i Forrest, M> White, M»^ Mason came after din- 
ner. M*" Law went to M^ Vernon M"^ Peter to his farm— 
Com^e Truxton was gone— 5^I>* Seott & M"" Harrison 
(Auditor) did not come. The badness of the weather 
probably prevented them Driver returned from Vir- 
ginia in the Afternoon, lame, and in bad plight.— M**® 
Tingey mentioned that M"*® Law set off yesterday but 
returned because the Boat leaked.— After tea, all the 
Company gone but M"" & M»*« Tingey and Gen^ Marshall 
& M*" Coavici, we came down Stairs, & I played for 
them till the Carriage came.— M*" Law left the ''Bo- 
tanic Garden ' ' by Darwin, here in the morning, looked 
into it till the Mail came— got a newspaper only— went 
to bed with the headache.— There is 37 degrees differ- 
ence between today & last Saturday in the therms- 
Thursday 19. Cloudy & rainy.— D"- T. went to the 
Office- Joe went to look for the Mares which are all 
missing.— M*" Forrest called— mentioned that M"" Jesse 
Sims of Alexandria who owes Mama some Money was 
in the City last night— D*" T. came in & Sims was pass- 
ing by with M^ Evans he went out to speak to him and 
he promised to call in the Evening— M*" Fitzhugh came 
in with D"" T. and wanted to go out immediately with 
him to his Mill to take an acknewledgement but he 
hesitated as Sims i)romised to come, and I luckily 
recollected that M*^ Fitzhugh 's farm is not in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia & that consequently D*" T. cou'd not 
act as a Magistrate.— They got M"* K*^ Forrest to go.— 
After dinner D"" T. walked out M^ Dacosta a Portu- 
guese travelling as a Botanist in the service of the 
Queen of Portugal, came ))y D*" T.'s invitation to see his 
drawings of West India plants— I sent for D^ T. who 
was walking some where near with Gen^ Marshall. In 
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the Evening after M'^ Dacosta went, we went over to 
M'^ Munroe's to see M*"® Whetcroft, who is just re- 
turned from Phila*- where she has been under the 
hands of T)^ Physic with a white swelling in her knee — 
She is cured but is very weak.— Her sister M^ King 
also came, her husband is Clerk to the House of Rep- 
resentatives.— Came home about ten Oclock.— 

Fridav 20*^ Verv warm D*" T. rose verv early & 
walked out— returned to breakfast.— I sent to ask M*"^ 
Tingey to go to George Town— she sent her horses to 
put in our Carriage, and as soon as we were ready we 
called for her.— We waited on M^^^ Stoddert— Temple- 
man, Marbury, Lingan, Harrison and Dorsey, the last 
has verv latelv increased her familv bv a Son— Got 
home to dinner— D'' T. had returned from the Office, 
and was writing a letter to M'^ Sims who did not call 
according to promise, to go by M"" Lovel.— AYhile writ- 
ing M^ Munroe sent to request him to go up to the little 
Tavern a young man named Evans was badly wounded 
in assisting with 14 other men to take a man ^amed 
Dougherty against whom a peace warrant was issued 
and had been served bv one man before whom he drove 
out of his house. 1> T. took a morsel of dinner & 
w^nt— The man is badly wounded in the arm with a 
hanger— Dougherty is sent to Marlbro' to jail. M*" 
Forrest & D"" T. returned— he took it to Lovel while 
he was gone a man came, with whom he had promised 
to go to see M^*^ Washington ■ s houses which he thought 
of renting— D^ T. came and as Joe was gone to the 
farm with Driver and there was nobody at hand to get 
a horse he walked to the Capitol— Joe returned & I 
sent a horse for him— He came with M"" Betton and 
drank tea.— They walked out to see Punch— returned & 
M'^ Betton sat some time. ^I^ Howe stopped at the 
door and we talked some time— I asked him [in] but 
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he declined as it was late. D^ T. went to see Evans, 
who is removed to Lovel's— we went to bed before he 
returned.— 

Saturday 25*^ Cool in the morning grew warm Joe 
brought yesterday a horse to put with one of our Car- 
riage horses, and immediately after breakfast we set 
out for the farm— D^ T— went before on the English 
filly.— Just as we were getting into the Carriage W^ 
Tingey's serv^ant came with her horses to request us 
to go to see M" Touzard who with Col: Touzard are 
at the Union Tavern in George Town, coming to settle 
in the City.— Sent her word we were going to the farm 
and wou'd be glad to [see J her there.— Had a warm 
disagreeable ride, the roads in some places being bad in 
consequence of the late rains.— (Farm) D^ T. stopped 
at several places & did not get up till near dinner time. 
—We saw all along the road the Effects of the Locusts 
by dead twigs on most of the Trees.— Locust trees not 
touched.— D*" T. went into his young orchard & cut* off 
a great many Branches of the trees in which they had 
deposited their Eggs they pierce the bark and on each 
side of one hole only there is upwards of ten Eggs or 
white things a little larger than fly blows— I counted 
twenty holes in a twig about ^ of a yard long.— The 
locusts are still making a noise.— Worked— picked 
white & red raspberries &c.— There are quantities of 
Cherries— it has been a remarkably fine Spring for 
every thing.— 

Sunday 22<^ Very pleasant Expected that M" 
Tingey would have come up in the morning and that 
the Miss Polocks wou'd have come over in the after- 
noon—but nobodv came— D'^ T. walked— I read almost 
all dav.— 

Monday 23^ Very pleasant Engaged in writing, 
working &c Miss Polock & her brother David came over 
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to tea.— The servant came for them — M'' Isaac Poloek 
having come ap with Miss Burns & M'' Oaldy.— Began 
to cut grass to-day. 

Tuesday 24"' Verj- warm [City.] Came to town 
again— had hardly got home, before M""^ Gantt came 
to see us— while she was here D'' T. came in with M^ 
La Costa, who wanted to copy the Cactus Coccinifera. 
lie staid to dinner— Soon after M'' Nugent, a gentleman 
who brought us letters from S*^ Croix, came in— He 
brought a Power of Attorney for D"" T. to act with 
respect to his brother & Sister-in-law's house in George 
Town — M'' Nugent came from Norfolk by Water & 
had called here yesterday. — M™ Tingey & M" Toiizard 
called—After dinner we wrote to M'' & M""* Thomason 
& l)f T. to Col, Thomasou to send by M'' Nugent who 
was going immediately to Alexandria to take his pas- 
sage to Norfolk, he only dined here and was in haste 
to go." After dinner M''" Knap & Miss Wetcroft came, 
also M"" Law & Gen' Marshall, they drank tea here— as 
soon as they were gone Col: Touzard called— After he 
went D'' T. was preparing to go to M"^ Young's to see 
Bishop Carroll when M"" Winstanly came— he staid ali 
night— We have not beeu alone a quarter of an hour 
since we came home.— 

Wednesday 25*^'' Warm with Showers.- After break- 
fast D' T. went to the Office & M"' AVinstanly went 
away. — M^ La Costa came to finish his plant.— After 
dinner D'' T. went to the Tavern to see Gen' Forrest 
who is directing a sale of his Lots.— We intended to 
have gone to M'' King's in the Evening but there was a 
heavy rain which prevented it— I set out with D'' T. 
but did not go further than M' Munroe's— he met with 
Gen' Marshall at his oflSee, and returned home pretty 
early.— 

Thursday 2(i Warm D'' T. went to the Office- M' 



Diary of Mrt. Thornton. 16 1 

& M" Chandler called— brought home to dinner M^ 
Betton & Winstanly— was invited to dine with M^ Stod- 
dert but could not go as he had asked these Gentlemen 
before. —After dinner M*" Betton went— and D^ T. 
called on M'^ Hewitt (a lawyer) to employ him to act 
on the Power he had received from S^ Croix— After 
tea we went to M^ King 's to visit M" Tingey & Touzard 
— D^ T. and M'^ Winstanly went with us, we walked 
round by M*" Tayloe's house & our lots which they 
have just done fencing.— M'^ Touzard & the other Gen- 
tlemen came home from M*" Stoddert's soon after we 
went. M''^ Johnson, two daughters & Son came to tea, 
—by in\dtation I suppose tho' it was verj' late in the 
Evening— too warm to walk early.— M'^ Winstanly 
staid all night.— 

Fridav 27^*^ verv hot.— thermometer 86— After break- 
fast M'^ AV. went in the Hack to Tunnicliflfe's tavern.— 
M^ TVTiite is gone home & M'^ Scott did not go to the 
Office— D^ T. rode to town to see M^ Mason— he was 
at M'^ Chandler's— who yesterday Evening at Rhoad's 
tavern had an affray with M'^ Templeman.— M'^ Forrest 
caled— After dinner 1> T. walked out.— M"" Forrest 
drank tea with us, we afterwards walked in Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue— D"" T. wrote to Col: Hilton in answer 
to a letter received some time ago.— 

Saturday 28^** Very hot.— D"^ T. rose early, went out 
to see after his horses. Boy came from farm with 
fruit &c.— M"^ Forrest called— D"" T. went out after 
breakfast. AVhile we were at dinner sent some ice 
which we had got from M'^ Deblois to M^ Munroe— ^I^ 
Forrest dined with us— After D"" T. shaved & went to 
M'^ Munroe's, intended to go to Tunnicliffe's to visit 
M^ Tracy (a Senator) but cou'd not get a horse in 
time, as I had sent Joe to town to fetch the remainder 
II 
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of the Crockery ware from M'^ Whann 's. M' Covacici 
called in the Evening- 
Sunday 29^^ Pleasant. D^* T. rose very early to go 
with M'^ Covacici to look at his lots— they returned to 
breakfast.— His lots are a mile from the Capitol they 
think them too much out of the way to build on at 
present.— M'* Winstanly came— staid to dinner— M'^ 
Peter called in the afternoon— Came from M* Vernon, 
—took a walk in the Evening— when we returned M"^ 
Stoddert & his son called— M' Forrest call'd also.— M'^ 
W. staid all night- 
Monday 30 Very pleasant M' Law called while we 
were at breakfast.— M'* Fitzhugh called— Gen^ Lee 
stopped at the door— Gen^ Marshall's brother also 
was at the door.— D'^ T. went to the OflSce.- Sent to 
invite M''^ Tingey and Touzard to tea, but they were 
engaged.— M^ AV. received his baggage from tiie Tav- 
ern, D^ T— having invited him to stay here.— In the 
afternoon we all walked out— Mama & I went to M" 
Knapps, the gentlemen went to M''^ Burne's & came 
afterwards to us. Found M" Knapp poorly— M''^ 
King there— we all came home together— While we 
were out the Miss Johnsons walked to see us.— Came 
home about nine Oclock— D^ T. & M*^ Winstanly sat 
up late.— Mama rec^ a letter from M^ Mackenzie. 

Tuesday 1^^ July.— Pleasant M*^ W. walked to 
George Town.— D'^- T. went to the OflSce— M^* Harrison 
called, while he was here D'* T. came, he was on horse- 
back on his way to wait on M'^ Wolcott (Secretary of 
Treasury) M'^ Harrison rode with him— M^ Tracy was 
gone. In the Evening took a walk.— M^® & Miss Burns 
stopped at the door a few minutes.— D^ T. & M'^ AV. 
sat up very late.— 

Wednesday 2^ Moderate. Boy came from farm 
with fruit &c— Daniel came down for medical advice— 
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D^ T. gave him some medicines & he went back.— Sent 
to invite M" Tingey, Toiizard, Johnsons, Harrison & 
Gantt to tea this afternoon.— M'^ Law called, requested 
to ask M" Law to come— D'^ T. rode down to Tunne- 
eliffe's.— Mail came in at five Oclock.— M" Tingey, 
Touzard— & Johnsons came to tea, the other Ladies 
were engaged— Col: Touzard had hurt his knee & 
could not come, Cap^ Tingey & M^ Marshall were en- 
gaged— M^ Dexter came— M'* Johnson & Son came. 
After tea I played for them— I had a head ache & am 
afraid they all felt dull— Tea drinking is very stupid. 
All went to bed about ten Oclock. 

Wednesday 3<^ Very pleasant 1> T. rose early to 
go to george Town to the Bank, respecting the Note 
he gave Mess" Lloyd Buchanan & C^-. Gov^ Stone is 
in town— Dr T. wrote to M'^ Cooke in Balti'^e & M"" 
J. T. Mason.— He went to town again just before din- 
ner to see M"" Stone.— Sent Joe with the Medley & 
Sorrel Mare to M'* Jones.— Brought down in the Even- 
ing from our farm the Carriage Mare with a little filly, 
she went up there on Monday alone and foaled there.— 
Mama wrote to M"* Mackenzie— inclosed a letter to his 
father-in-law.— Letter from Maj"" Kivardi & M^ Blod- 
get.— Cloudy Evening Received an invitation from M^ 
Covachuihi to a fish feast at the little falls— we de- 
clined, the gentlemen being engaged to M'^ Law's.— 

Friday 4^^ Cloudy— Showers.— A very dull i^^ of 
July.— The gentlemen went to M'^ Law's to dinner— 
they returned a little after dark— a large party there.— 

Saturday 5*** Verj^ warm Iris went away to-day— 
M^ Winstanley's boxes came. They contain an orig- 
inal likeness of Gen^ Washington by Stewart— A small 
full length copied by M"" W. from one of Stewart's— & 
several copies of the Bust, by M'^ W. Also 3 Water 
color landscapes by a french painter (Noel) and a 
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good many prints. — Stewarts original is very like but 
not an agreeahle likeness. M"" Polock called to get a 
deed acknowledged, mentioned that they had a very 
agreeable party yesterday at the little falls. — Engaged 
almost all the day in admiring the paintings &c.— M'' 
W'm Brent called in the Evening.— 

Sunday 6'*' Very hot Ther'' S8 Seeking among M"" 
W.'s prints for a match to one of D"" T'.s which I wish 
to frame— could not find one.— M'^ Knapp called to 
invite us to tea tomorrow. — 1 begged her to come over 
to tea with M"" Munroe'a family this afternoon.- D"" 
T. & M"" Winstanley engaged in reading a manuscript 
of M' Ws— Dressed before dinner— M'' Muuroe &c 
Bent word they could not come.— 

Monday 7"" Very hot & oppressive Thef 92 in our 
entrj-. Began to copy a figure from one of M'' Ws 
prints — He went to town in a hack returned to dinner. 
— M" Gantt sent word she wou'd drink tea with us — 
we were engaged. — M"" Law came in the afternoon, M"" 
Wignell called too. — Between seven & eight Oelock we 
walked to M*"* Knapp's— too hot to go sooner— found 
there JI' & >I" Tingey— M' Dexter & Miss Burns— M' 
Knapp did not come home till late— He played on the 
Guitar & Miss Burns sung; 1 also played one tune.— M"" 
& M" Touzard did not come— her sister (M""* Gillaspie) 
having just arrived from Pliita»— We all walked to- 
gether to their lodgings sat a little while, & then came 
borne.— One of the hottest days I have ever felt here. — 
Sent Joe to the farm to fetch down anj'thing tbey might 
have to send.— Moon shone very bright sat at the door 
till very late. D"^ T. got a letter from M"" Cooke in 
Baltimore- 
Tuesday 8ti" Very hot Sent to invite M" Gantt's 
Chandler &c to tea Drawing in the morning.— M'^ 
Harrison returned our visit.— D"" T. at the Office. Read 
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in the afternoon— till M'" & M^ Ray came— then ^I^» 
Munroe, Wheteroft & King— M"^ Gantt came just as 
there was the appearance of a heavy gust also M*"' 
Knapp— There was a good deal of wind a very little 
rain & a great deal of fine lightening without any vio- 
lent thunder.— It made the Evening more agreeable but 
was very hot again afterwards— D*" T. got a letter from 
M^ Mackenzie a very hot night.— and a very unpleas- 
ant one.— 

Wednesday 9^^ Very warm good deal of air Ther: 
86-Dr T. & Mr AVinstanley went out together.-M' 
W returned soon— D'* T. came to dinner— Thev nailed 
the linen on the board ready to prime— In the Evening 
they walked over to M*" Munroe 's.— Nothing particular 
occurred to-day.— 

Thursday 10^^ Very hot— M^ W. began to prepare 
his Canvas to take a likeness of my husband— primed 
his linen with size & whiting mixed, twice over & then 
painted with a lead colored paint— this is the manner 
in which Stewart prepares it.— M*" Forrest dined with 
us. D^ T. bespoke two straining frames of M^ Steven- 
son M"- Dani & ^Y^ Brent called.-M' & M" & Miss 
Stoddert came while we were at tea, a very hot Even- 
ing—I played a little— They sat some time.— ^M"" For- 
rest called again in the Evening.— I)'' T. got a letter 
from M'^ Maury, mentioning that he had sent our things 
some time ago & inclosing a price Current.— 

Friday 11^^ Very warm High wind in the night 
& all day Ther: 88— M"" AV. prepared his paints & 
began D*^ T's likeness.— I was at work all the morn- 
ing.— M"" Forrest called in the Afternoon.— M*" Polock 
was here in the morning wanted to borrow our waggon 
— D*" T. wrote a note to the farm to go by one of M' 
Polock 's people desiring the manager to secure the 
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grain & hay as there is an appearance of rain.— The 
nights are very hot as well as the days.— 

Saturday 12^^ We rose late to day— M"" Law & Rob* 
Brent called before we had breakfasted.— As soon as 
they were gone M"" W. went to painting.— In the Even- 
ing D"" T. & I went to M*" Johnson— found there D*" & 
Miss Worthington— & M^ W™ Lee— just as we reached 
there a violent gust commenced, & continued for some 
time, which prevented some of the expected Comp^giy 
from coming, and others came at eight Oclock.— We 
came home between ten & Eleven.— 

Sunday 13^*^ Pleasant— Boy came from farm with 
vegetables &c— M"^ Winstanley painted— I read— In 
the afternoon we rode to M^ Kav's— drank tea there — 
Cap*^ Kirkland, one of the late anuy (now disbanded) 
was there.— AVhen we came home found a note left by 
Maj'^ Foreman, mentioning that he wished to see D^ 
T. at the tavern in George Town, in the morning & that 
his niece was with him.— 

Mondav 14^*^ Pleasant D"^ T. rose earlv & went 
to see Maj"*- Foreman— invited him & his niece to come 
here— They came about eleven O'clock— Miss Cham- 
bers is a pretty & agreeable young Lady— Maj*" Fore- 
man went awav and returned to dinner— it rained all 
the morning so that we cou'd not go out— after dinner 
we ordered the Carriage, & [while] it was getting ready 
we walked to the President's House— we returned & all 
but Mama went to the Capitol — When we came home 
found Maj"" Thornton & M'^^ T— who had just arrived 
from Shepherds' Town & on their way to M"" Fitz- 
hugh's— He was aid to Gen* Pinckney & resided in his 
family— & is now out of employ in consequence of the 
disbandment of the Armv— thev went to M'^ Law's to 
stay all night, they had seen them previous to their 
coming here.— Our carriage was brought to take Miss 
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Chambers to the tavern but as D'' T. had induced her 
uncle to stay longer than he at first intended, we in- 
vited her to stay here, which she accepted.— But we 
cou'd not accommodate Maj*" F. as M*^ W. had a room. 
—As the Carriage was at the door Miss C. & I went to 
see M"^^ Touzard with whose family Miss C. was ac- 
quainted—it was dark before we got home again & 
rained afterwards— Maj'' F. went on one of our horses 
to George Town.— 

Tuesday 15^*^ Warm Sent in the morning to in- 
vite M" Touzard & Tingey to tea this afternoon— M" 
Tingey was engaged & M^^^ Touzard not at home.— We 
took for granted that she had gone to visit her sister- 
Miss Chambers & I determined to walk to see M" 
Gilaspie expecting to ride back with M"^ Touzard— but 
after we set out, we found it too warm to walk so far— I 
saw that Col: Touzard was at the Commis''^ Office, & 
I sent to desire !> T. to ask M" Touzard &c to tea- 
he sent word he wou'd Call.— Maj"" Foreman & M'^ 
Wa\Tnan called— also M*^ Covachuihi. M"" Touzard 
called about two Oclock, to tell us that M''^ Touzard 
was engaged to dine with M" Law & cou'd not come 
to tea but wou'd call in the Evening.— In the Evening 
we all but Mama rode down to M"" Barry, went round 
by M*" Simmons, where the Gentlemen stopped— we left 
them, & they walked to M^^^ Barry's, saw M" & Miss 
Barry— & a gentleman from Baltimore M"" Calhoun 
(they invited us to stay [to] tea) but we wished to 
return.— Stopped at M" Law's door a few minutes— 
saw M" Law.— M'^ Calhoun was on horseback & over- 
took us— D*" T. asked him in but he was in a hurry. 
We drank tea— M"" W. & I played— went to bed about 
ten.-l> T. & M'^ W. sat up late.- 

AVednesday 16^^- Cloudy & Cool. After breakfast 
D*" T. went to George Town to accompany M^ Foreman 
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to our farm.— Miss C. M*" W. & I walked to George 
Town, met a hack desired them to come to il' Dorsev's 
at twelve Oelock.— "We went a shopping & then to M'' 
Dorsev's— on onr return called on M""* GUaspie.— 
About five Oclock we were preparing to take a walk 
when D"" T— & M"" Dexter came in— M' Forrest came 
also— after tea— Mama, Miss C. I. & M"" Forrest walked 
to M'' Tavloe's house as we returned met M' Dexter 
going home,— Went to bed about ten Oclock.— 

Thursday 17 Pleasant— Rose early, as Jfaj'' Fore- 
man had sent Miss Chambers word to be ready to go 
- in the Stage— but he came witli M"" AVayman jnst after 
breakfast & said he was going to Oen' Forrest's to 
dinner & shon'd certainly set off tomorrow— We went 
to a store near us— Maj' F — followed us there, saw 
me looking at some tea pots, which I did not altogether 
like, but he thought 1 wanted tbem, purchased five $"s 
worth & ordered tbem here, this he did after I left the 
Store— I did not wish to accept them but be wou'd not 
be refused. D"" T. went to George Town at twelve 
Oclock— returned to dinner— invited M' Poloek to 
come, to join Gen' Forrest whom he bad asked yester- 
day—they came a little after two— I played a little for 
them.— they went early — We were intending to take a 
walk whenM^ & M" Touzard. M"^ Gillaspie & D' Bul- 
lace came in. they drank tea & went soon we then took 
a little walk,— D' T. got a letter from M"' Gantt in 
George Town.— 

Friday 18 D' T. rose ven' early went to George 
Town— retniTied before any of us were up, to tell Miss 
Chambers the Stage was coming for her, we got some 
Milk and Biscuit for her as it was too soon to get break- 
fast—I got Df T. to oflFer Maj'' Foreman the money 
for the teapots &x but be wou'd not take it.— M*" 
Vaughan from Phila" came to breakfast.- D^ T. went 
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to the office but M' Scott was not there, returned & 
went to the Capitol with M^ Vaughan.— D^^ T. returned 
soon, quite unwell with the heat— M'^ Vaughan came 
to dinner— Inunediately after dinner D^^ T. was 
obliged to attend as a Juryman having had notice some 
days ago— M"^ Vaughan & Winstanley walked out, they 
returned soon with Gen^ Dearbome a gentleman from 
Maine, who is engaged in building for the public a 
light house at Cape Hatteras, which he is obliged to 
leave for some time on account of the unhealthiness of 
the Situation. D*" T. did not come home till late, when 
the Geno were gone— M' Forrest & M^ Hewitt came 
in with him. After they were gone he went to the 
tavern to see M' Dearborne but he had gone to bed. 
— D*" T. was invited to dine with M"" Mason at the Island 
tomorrow but sent an excuse as we intend going to the 
Farm.— Sent Joe up to the farm to leave the little foal 
& return early in the morning. - 

Saturday 19^^^ very warm (Farm) Set off after 
breakfast for the farm— D'* T— rode the Bockingham 
filly— Very hot riding— He had to stop at Gen* For- 
rest's to get a deed acknowledged for M"" Deblois— did 
not get to the farm till near dinner time.— worked, 
read &c.— 

Sunday 20*^ very warm M^ Powers came up to 

breakfast— went with D"" T— and M"^ Winstanlev to M'^ 

» 

Jones— they staid [to] dinner M'^ Polock, Munroe & 
S^ Hilaire called about noon. M'^ P. invited us to go 
over to his house to tea, but we declined thinking it too 
warm to walk.— D*" T. & M"" W came home about seven 
— Dr T. had a sore throat & bad cold— exerted himself 
to get some clover Hay secured against the rain which 
threatened— and came in much heated & fatigued.— A 
gentleman came thro' the farm enquiring the way to 
Polock 's— was going to tell them their Aunt was ar- 
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rived from Georgia.— il"" Polock sent to ask IK T. to 
go over in the Evening bnt be was too onveil. — Began 
to rain a little. 

^(onday 21** Rain all dav IX T. was very sick all 
day. I read to him — Mi* Winstanley reading the 
Italian, in his room great part of the day— doll 
weather for the Country 

Tuesday 22'' Rain all day D' T— was in bed all day 
verj- poorly— was better in the Evening and got up. 

— M' White a man of whom we bought rye in the winter 
for the Horses came for his money. D' T. wanted him 
to purchase the Rockingham Colt but he thought it too 
small.— 

Wednesday 23'' — Cloudy in the morning cleared up 
very warm. We determined to go to town in the After- 
noon so that we might get in at dark, that the little foal 
miglit not be seen miming along side.— Read &c. A 
man came to take away a Negro whom D^ T— had 
hired for a month— but he paid him part of his wages 
& said he wou'd tell his master that he was engaged 
to him for a month.— We set off from the farm about 5 
O'clock we think— the roads were bad and we only got 
in at dark.— D' T. got a letter from M"" Mackenzie, 
that M'Elwee had not paid his note & was gone off to 
Liverpool. M' Forrest called.- 1 went to bed early 
—not well.— 

Thursday 24-^'' Fair day hot in the afternoon I)'' T. 
went to the Office.- M'' AV walked out with M"" Forrest. 

— I am quite unwell with a cold in my head & head 
ache.— D'' T. came home at dinner time quite unwell. — 
He wrote to his father-in-law. After dinner he went 
to the Office to copy it— I made three copies of M' 
Cooke's Letter to inclose to his fatlier-in-law.— M** 
Law & Tingey came soon after P*" T. came in with M' 
Vaughan & Knapp After tea il" Law sent sent her 
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carriage for M"" Law and they went as soon as he came 
— M" Tingey walked from here with M" Knapp— D' 
T. went to M."* Johnson's to send M"" Knapp after 
them.— D"" T. wrote to D"" Craufurd & inclosed one of 
the Letters to Col: Thomason— inclosed the other two, 
& one to his Aunt to M' Vaughan, who is going away 
tomorrow morning in tlie Stage.— I went to bed early, 
but did not rest as M' Winstanley & D'' T sat up very 
late.- 

Friday 25*'! very hot Ther: 90— about dinner time. 
Rose & breakfasted very late. — M"" Law & Forrest 
called. D^ T. went to the OEfice.— Notliing particular 
occun-ed.— very hot day & night.— Intended to go to 
mount Vernou tomorrow but did not think I shou'd be 
well enough and the weather too warm to ride so far. — 

Saturady 26 veiy hot Ther: 88 W. Ligges (of 
Warburtou) & M' Rob* Brent called while we were at 
breakfast.— as soon as they were gone, D'' T. went to 
George Town to get a deed executed for M"" Darnall 
(Sheriff)— he met with M' Fitzhugh &c at the Union 
Tavern and staid there till dinnertime.— Came in the 
beginning of a heavy gust it rained all the afternoon. 
— M"" Law came to invite Tf T. & M'' W. to dinner— M"" 
W. went out intending (he said) to enquire whether the 
packet wou'd go to Alexandria tomorrow. — D"" T— 
went to see M^ Powers — in the Evening— drew at his 
Church all the Afternoon— M' W. returned at dark and 
had been only to M'* Burns'.— D'' T. came in immedi- 
ately after.— Went to bed in tolerable time— very hot 
Evening notwithstanding the gust. 

Sunday 27^'' very warm Before we breakfasted. 
Gen' Pinckney to whom D' T. was introduced yester- 
day, with Gen' Wilkinson M'' Stoddert, Presley Thorn- 
ton &c came to the door and wanted him to go with them 
to the Capitol he directed them who to apply to, to get 
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in but cou'd not go with them.— as they returned they 

called to see the Plans of the Capitol &e— I was not 
dressed & did not go down.— D^ T. & M' W. went at 

tliree Oelock to M"" Law's— About six ocloek we rode 

down to M*" Dalton's— While we were there M" Digges, 

M" Casenave & Miss Young called in.— We went 

thence to M"" Law's took in the Gentlemen & came 

home.— 

Monday 28*^ very warm D^ T. went to the OflSce.— 
I worked all the morning After dinner we all rode to 
George Town— went to a few Stores— As we returned 
stopped at M^ Knapp's & sent the Carriage home.— 
Staid there some time & walked back— stopped a little 
while at M'^ Munroe's 

Tuesday 29 Cloudy & warm D^ T. rose early to go 
to Cap^ Tingey's to get a certificate of M"^ Bourke's 
death, and that the persons from whom D'' T. got the 
Power of Attorney are the true heirs. He stopped at 
the Post Office to get M^ Wlietcroft to go with him as 
a magistrate, & found Letters from his father-in-law 
& D*" Dawson, with which he returned here— likewise 
a letter from M»' Turner @ Pliila* M*^ Chorley did not 
pay 1)^ T's l)ills in consequence of his stopping pay- 
ment for a short time.— 1> T. got breakfast & went out 
again,— After, dinner, rode out, stopped to speak to 
M» & M'** T Peter who returned to day from M^ Vernon 

wtMit on to (}eorge Town, M"" Winstanley went to M^ 
Harrison, wo went on to M'' Stoddert's who with his 
family wore gone to dine at M^ Deakin's. D'^ T. 
*top|UMl to soo M»' Marbury who had been very ill— We 
diH^vo to \\w corner of the Street & D^ T. went for M;* 
AW As wo wont liome we stopped at M^ Davey Peter's 
ii' took tea,— 

Wodnt^sday lU) Very warm M'' Winstanley went to 
Aoxaudria — AP' Kay called— D'' T. went to the Office, 
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returned near two Oclock, went to see M"^ Stoddert at 
his OflSce— came home to dinner, wrote a letter to M*" 
Cooke at Baltimore, inclosing one of liis father-in-law 's 
to him— Went in the Carriage to the Capitol, where 
it was going to the blacksmith's to be mended.— Re- 
turned in the Evening, M*" Forrest came & drank tea. 
—Mama & I made new Curtains for the light waggon.— 

Thursday 31 Very warm fine air. D*^ T. went to the 
Office after breakfast.— M*" Forrest called; while he 
was here, three young negro women came— I engaged 
one of them to come on Monday— they came from Marl- 
bro'— to hire here. D"^ T. came to dinner, went out 
again immediately after, returned to tea with M*" 
Forrest. — Sent Joe to M*^ Kay's for the horse he prom- 
ised to lend us, he had to wait some time till it returned 
from Marlbro' & when he got it, it wanted shoeing so 
that we cou'd not go tomorrow to M* Vernon as we had 
intended— M*^ Winstanley came back from Alex* 

August Friday 1^*^ I wrote to Col. Thomason & M" 
Thomason— D^ T— went to the Office— in the afternoon 
he wrote to his father-in-law, his Aunt and to M*" 
Mackenzie, to whom all but the one to his Aunt were 
enclosed.— Ordered the Carriage to go to see M" Tin- 
gey who is going to Phila*, M^ Kay's horse was put in 
with one of ours, and wou'd not start at first, at last 
Joe got it off & Dr T. and I went to see M*" Tingey and 
carried our letters to him— he gave him a copy of 
Cadmus, which he had taken intending to give it to 
M*^ Marshall.— The horse went & returned very well. 

Saturday 2^ Cloudy & a little rain We rose early 
and prepared to set off to Mount Vernon. Immediately 
after breakfast D*^ T. and I got into the Carriage— the 
horse ran back & I had to get out till the Carriage was 
righted— when I got in again, the horse being led off 
went very well as far as M"^ Peter's where we stopped 
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to ask if they had any commands, the horse again ran 
back, and a man who was near in assisting to turn it 
right, instead of leading it gave it a tap, and it went 
off with such violence that it broke the pole & swingle- 
tree, we had to get out, & stay at M^ Peter's till Joe 
went home again where he borrowed a pole &c— We 
set off again about eleven Ocloek— Meet Gen^ & M" 
Pinckney just returning from M*^ Vernon— The horse 
performed very well & we got to M^^ Washington's 
about two Ocloek. Found there a young man & woman, 
whom M^8 Washington had the civility to ask in, tho' 
they had no letter of introduction, and only sent in 
to ask leave to see the house &c Miss Eliza Tomkins 
from Phila^* & M^ Quarrier from Richmond— They 
staid to dinner & did not seem to be conscious of the 
impropriety of their conduct in taking such a liberty. 
(D*" T. sent his letter to Alexandria, for his Aunt.) 
M^ Lewis received us, & M^^ Washington, M" Lewis, 
Miss Henley & Miss Dandridge soon came in. M'^ 
Washington is much broke since I saw her last— Her 
Grandson Washington Custis, in whom she seems quite 
wrapt up, was indisposed, and she seemed very anxious 
on his account.— She is a very polite & amiable old 
Lady. The same order & regularity is observed as 
when the Gen^ was living. 

Sunday 3^ Pleasant.— Breakfasted between seven & 
eight O'clock— M" W. went up stairs— & I set in the 
parlor with M" Lewis who was nursing her little girl, 
to whom she is quite devoted— M^ Lear came— D^ Craik 
came to dinner. 

Monday 4^^ D^ T. & M' Lewis play 'd at Back gam- 
mon till tea. After breakfast— M" Lewis, the young 
Ladies & I went in M^^ Washington's Carriage (a 
Coachee & four) and M^ Lewis & D'' T. in ours, to see 
M^ Lewis's Hill where he is going to build— and his 
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farm & mill and distillery. D^ T. has given him a plan 
for his house.— He has a fine situation, all in woods, 
from which he will have an extensive & beautiful view. 
—Returned about twelve Ocloek— dressed for dinner. 
In the afternoon I play^ a little & copied a Song. 

Tuesday 5^ very pleasant.— I had packed up my 
trunk, and was ready to depart when D^ T. came in & 
said one of our horses was gone,— it had got out of the 
pasture they suppose in the night.— D^ T— ask'd per- 
mission of M" Washington, & took the gardener to lay 
down some Shoots from two old Horse Chestnut trees— 
that they might take root.— I was copying some music, 
when a carriage drove up— M^^ Ramsay, M" Potts, her 
daug' and M' Herbert came to dinner.— M' Lewis went 
to Alexandria— & M' Lear went home early in the 
Morning.— Joe came with the Mare in the Evening he 
was obliged to go all the way to the ferry for it.— M*^ 
Lewis returned in the Evening.— M"^ Custis was better. 
—I had a bad head ache. 

Wednesday 6^** M" Washington asked me to stay 
longer, said she shou 'd be happy to see Mama there, & 
hoped I wou 'd not make it so long again before I came 
to see her— We set off after breakfast, M' Lewis took 
a seat with us— we stopped at M^ Dandridge's store 
in Alexandria to see the print of Gen^ Washington 
taken from Stuart's painting by Heath— I do not like 
it at all, it is neither a good likeness nor handsome 
picture.— We got to town about one O'clock, M^ Lewis 
stopped at M^ Peter's.— As soon as we came home 
had to send down to M^ Law on some business— and 
then to George Town Joe is very sick.— M" Law 
stopped at the door with M" Barry &c to get a letter 
I brought her from M" Lewis.— M' Law came up after 
dinner— M' Lewis & Peter came also— While we were 
at tea M"^ Simmons called— M*" Betton came in.— Went 
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to bed about ten Oclock I suppose— M' W— y & D*" T. 
sat up some time— I did not hear him come to bed. — 

Thursday 7 very pleasant Did not rise so early as 
at W Vernon.— Dr T— went to the OflSce— M' Forrest 
called.— Dr T. came in— & he M^ F— & M*^ W. went 
to look at some French China M^ F. has for sale— M"^ 
W. & F. returned & brought me a cup to look at, it is 
veiy beautiful indeed.— D** T. brought in M' Nic: King 
to look at M^ Ws paintings— After dinner while I was 
dressing M''^ Knapp & Munroe called, they staid a 
very short time, & D^ T. went with them to see Maj*" 
Gibbons at M"^ Munroe 's—M^ Field a miniature painter 
came, by invitation, and I then sent for D*^ T. who 
came.— He and M^ Forrest drank tea here & set the 
Evening— Mama & I went to look at M"* F's china.— 

Fridav 8^»» Warm \y T. went to the office.— M' 
Winstanley began to pack up his paintings to send to 
Alexandria.— M" Johnson & daughter called— D' T. 
came home while thev were here.— He & M"^ W. went 
after dinner to M^ Law's.— He received p"* mail a letter 
from M*" Pickering & Miss Blakes Hobson &c.— They 
came home pretty late, they had been at M** Barry's— 
Bishop Carroll is to call tomorrow.— 

Saturday 9^*» Heavy rain W. T. rose very early to 
receive Bishop Carroll who was to come at six O'clock 
to see the drawing of the Church, but he did not keep 
his Appointment. M*" Dupont a frencli gentleman from 
New York called with a letter from M"" Mason of 
George Town. — M*" Chandler stopped at the door & 
paid part of the rent for the house in George Town.— 
It began to rain about noon, and rained tremendously 
for two or three hours, our kitchen was ankle deep in 
water, & it was with difficulty, they cou'd get dinner— 
M"^ S^ Gemme called.— I drew at a little i^iece I began 
some time ago.— M*" Daniel Carroll Brent from Aquia 
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called after dinner. —Sent & got four men to bail the 
water out of the Kitchen, they came about 5 O'clock 
and worked till about nine.— M^ W. went to bed early. 
— W. T. went out & did not return 'till we had all gone 
to rest.— A Mule was drowned in Tiber or Goose Creek, 
and the Stages were obliged to go round.— Four horses 
gowned at Rock Creek.— 

Sunday 10*^^ Cloudy in the morning & very warm in 
the afternoon Drawing in the morning— W. T. out 
with the Horses and M^ Lovel till near dinner time.— 
After dinner he went to see M"^ Dexter— M"" W. went 
to M"^ Ray's and Mama & I went to M"" Munroe's— 
While we were drinking tea W. T. with M"" Dexter & 
D^ Geddes and Gillaspie were going bye to our house, 
I stopped them & M"^ Munroe invited them in— We all 
walked down to Pennsylvania Avenue— some part of 
the pavement had been injured by the inundation on 
Saturday.— As we returned M"^ & M" Munroe stopped 
a little at our house— the other gentlemen walked on.— 
M^ Barry sent a young pointer which he gave to D^ T. 
—and a Spanish Book with Architectural prints.— M"" 
W. returned after dark. 

Monday 11*^» Warm Writing & working all the 
morning— W. T. returned from the oflSce near dinner 
time with M** D. C. Brent, he wou'd not stay to dinner.— 
About four Oclock we walked to the Great Hotel, to 
see what progress is made in the preparations making 
by M' Wignall for his Company to act in— he is fitting 
up one large room for the theatre & a few for dressing 
rooms— It will be readv in about a week.— Returned to 
tea.— :M^ Forrest called in the Evening.— 

Tuesday 12*^ Wann Boy came from the farm with 

butter & vegetables Received yesterday tickets to a 

play at the College— While we were at dinner M™ Ray 

sent to know if we were going.— Joe tho' very poorly, 
12 
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having been sick ever since we came from M* Vernon, 
got the Carriage we waited till six Oclock, & as soon 
as we saw her coming we set off— & M^ Winstanly 
staid to accompany her, they soon overtook us.— M*"- 
Ray was gone to Baltimore.— 

Wednesday 13 We got seats on the third Bench, 
but it was very crowded & hot— and the entertainment 
by no means made up for it— The two best performers 
acted two years before, & all the rest but one were 
almost men grown— it was intolerably stupid. Got 
home about eleven o'clock.— Warm but fine air. M** 
Law called after breakfast. W. T. went to the OflSce — 
M^ Forrest called.— Ma j^ P. Thornton came I invited 
him to stay [to] dinner, but he cou'd not. He came 
again in the Afternoon and sat some time went hence 
to George Town.— M*" Law called on his return from 
M"" Peter's— he wanted to read his prologue, but the 
Gentlemen were so much engaged in a disputation that 
they wou'd not attend to him; he read it to me in the 
parlor.— It is to be spoken on the oi>ening of the 
Theatre— but is not yet finished— Some parts are very 
well but others I think he may improve.— He was in a 
hurry & went immediately after reading it to us.— 

Thursday 14^** Cloudy & Warm. Had ordered the 
Carriage to go to George Town— M*^ & M" Peter 
walked here.— Took her up in my Chamber while I 
dressed.— Thev went with D"" T. & me to wait on Gen> 
Wilkinson & Ladv— in the Citv. We then left M*^ & 
M" P. at home & went on to George Town and called 
at the Union Tavern to see if M*" P. Thornton was there 
—Went to wait on M^ & M^* Xourse— returned took 
up Maj*^ Thornton & went to Col Burrows'— he was 
not at home but saw his Wife & Children.— As we re- 
turned left M' Thornton at the end of the Street lead- 
ing to the tavern— he said he wou'd according to prom- 
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ise come & dine with us & that he wou'd follow.— We 
stopped a little at M^ Peter's— & then rode by our lots, 
that D*" T. might see how much the man he had en- 
gaged, had plowed.— Began to rain.— M^ Thornton did 
not come 'till after we had set down to dinner.— He 
went to George Town again— D>* T— called in M"^ 
Hewitt who was passing, gave him the papers relative 
to the house in George Town, for a title to which appli- 
cation is to be made to the Chancellor as the property 
was bought of the State.— M"" Hewitt & M' Forrest 
drank tea with us— D*^ T. went out after his horses— I 
played a little— & the Gentlemen soon after went.— D^ 
T. got a letter from M*^ Vaughan.— 

Friday 15 Pleasant W. T.- finished a letter to M*" 
Lewis— After breakfast we set off for the farm.— M' 
Winstanly on horseback rode with Mama & me— we 
went round by the fording place to avoid going thro' 
George Town as we had the little foal running along 
side— Met M" Scott in her Carriage coming out of 
her Gate.— several of her family have been sick.— The 
flux has prevailed a good deal this Summer.— D^ T. 
went by George Town as he had some business there 
he overtook us before we reached Gen' Forrest's.— 
Met ten Waggons— right in a row.— It was nearly one 
oclock before we got up.— (Farm) All pretty well at 
the farm.— 

Saturday 16^** Rain D^ T. copied part of a letter, 
respecting the yellow fever which he wrote some time 
ago— to send to M^ Vaughan at Phila*— it has not 
appeared yet in Phila* It ceased raining— & in the 
afternoon we went by invitation to M*^ Polock's— M" 
Jacobs their Aunt who arrived last night from New 
York & M" Minus who came from Savannah last time 
we were at the farm, with her daughter, were there.— It 
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rained a little while we were there— We walked home 
before dark and only got our feet wet— 

Sunday 17*^^ Warm & close— Rained very hard 
early in the morning— After breakfast W. T. & M' W. 
went to M"^ Jones's— returned to dinner— rain & high 
wind— Had ordered the Carriage to go to town but it 
rained all the afternoon.— 

Monday 18^*^ Pleasant D**- T wou'd have gone to 
town this morning, but waited as we wou'd all go in 
the Evening.— He read— we worked &c— Set oflf about 
five, expecting it wou'd be dark about the time we 
shou'd reach the City, but when we got near George 
Town, I did not wish to go thro' the town & City with 
the foal running along side as it was much earlier in 
the afternoon than I intended, and we came round by 
Rock Creek the same way we went.— M*^ Winstanley 
went by George Town.— D^ T. rec** a letter from M*" 
Mackenzie inclosing M'Elwee's Notes.— 

Tuesday 19 Verj- Warm M^ Law called while we 
were at breakfast— Has let the house he lives in & one 
adjoining for 2000$ a y^" D^ T. went to the Office. - 
Joe went to sow the Buckwheat Seed on Sq"* 171.— M*" 
Reinagle & Wignell called about one Oclock— D*" T. 
& M^ W. went down to the theatre to see their painting 
room. M"* W. promised or oflfered to paint them a 
scene— but I do not believe he will do it.— Returned to 
dinner-W. T. rec^ a letter from :M'- T. & S. Ringgold, 
inclosing an order on M^ Gantt for 100$.— After din- 
ner he was engaged in finishing the Copies of the 
letter he began at the farm.— M*" Xicholls of Marlbro' 
called— M*" Forrest called— thev drank tea — M*" Win- 
Stanley returned from George Town. — ^f*" Munroe 
called.— l)r T. sent one letter to M*" Vaughan (a Phila* 
& the other to I)'' Crawford Balti'"^— It is said the vel- 
low fever is there. 
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Wednesday 20^** Cool & Cloudy.— Rose pretty early 
— M^ Stephens came to conclude his agreement respect- 
ing the house.— he is to give a hundred dollars p' y^— 
D"" T. went to the Office Joe was all the morning har- 
rowing in the Seed.— M^ Polock came & dined with us. 
—Judge Washington called after dinner.— We went in 
the Carriage to the Capitol, intended to have gone to 
M*" Law's, but saw him & M^ Dunn at the Capitol and 
they said M"^ Law had rode out.— K^tumed about 
dark.— M*^ Forrest called.— D^ T. rec^^ a letter from 
M^ Cooke Baltimore.— 

Thursday 2l8t Warm M^ Winstanley went before 
breakfast, with all his pictures &c to Alexandria in 
the Packet.— Dr T. went to the Office & Mama & I 
went to George Town, to a few Stores & called on M"^ 
Chandler, M" Peter, M" Dorsey & M*^ Johnsons— Re- 
turned at two Oclock found D^ T. waiting with M"" 
Lovering to get into the parlor of which I had the 
Key.— We walked after dinner to M^ Munroe's M''^ 
Munroe & Kerr accompanied us to the President's 
House— After going over it Mama returned & we went 
on-I)r T. & I to M^ King's & M^^ M. & K. to M^ 
Knapp's— M" Touzard not being at home I left D"" 
T. with M** Marshall & Dexter and walked alone to M*^ 
Knapp's— where D"" T. soon after followed me.— We 
left the Gentlemen playing at Backgammon & went on 
the Hill to hear the Band which was playing at the 
tents which are fixed on the Ground intended for an 
University Growing late ^I*"* Munroe & Kerr went on, 
& ^I''*' Knapp & I returned to her house— & sat till D*" 
T. had finished his game— On our way home met CoU 
Touzard.— 

Friday 22^^ Very hot Determined after we rose to 
go to M^ Fitzhugh's M"" Forrest called while we were 
at breakfast & proposed our going to the falls tomor- 
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row or Sunday we agreed provided he wou'd borrow 
a horse for us as we cou^d not take the little foal so 
far.— We set out about ten O'clock & had a very hot & 
disagreeable ride & got to M"* Fitzhugh's about One 
O'clock.— Nobody there but Miss Thornton. Maj*^ & 
M" Thornton went to Virginia last monday M" Fitz- 
hugh very poorly but better than she has been— It 
rained a little in the Afternoon— D*^ T. went with M"^ 
F. to see the dam he is making to erect a Saw Mill, we 
staid all night— D^ T. & I slept in a room in the Mill 
near the house— 

Saturday 23<^ Very warm We rose very early & 
after breakfast set out to come home— M*^ Fitzhugh 
gave us some very fine Musk & Water Melons, he had 
one of the latter that weighed 40^ lbs.— We came home 
by the Bladensburg road & thro' M*^ Blodget's woods 
at the back of the City.— Got home about Noon.— D"^ 
T. found at home a letter from Maj"" Rivardi mention- 
ing the Death of his youngest Son.— And a note from 
Lawyer Gantt inclosing M"* Ringgold's order as he had 
no money in his hands on M*^ R's account.— M"* For- 
rest came in the Evening & drank tea with us.— The 
fever very bad in Baltimore. 

Sunday 24^*^ Rain & Wind Rose very early intend- 
ing to go to the Great Falls M*" Forrest came & brought 
a horse, but before we were ready it began to rain, & 
fortunately we did not go as it rained all the morning— 
M*" Forrest dined here, & set off after dinner to go to 
the falls.— D^ T. engaged in copying a print of the 
Horse Eclipse.— Bishop Carroll came to see the draw- 
ing of the Church. M^ W"^ Brent came with him— they 
drank tea— The Bishop was much pleased with the 
Plan & took to consider it for a day or two.— M"" Brent 
shewed us a list of houses building at this time— 68 of 
brick and numberless wooden ones.— The first play was 
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performed on Friday— Venice preserved & the Spoiled 
Child— There were about 130 people.— 

Monday 25^^ Cloudy D"- T. went to the Office.— I 
saw M*^ & M" Touzacd & Gillaspie go by with baggage 
behind the Carriage- 1 suppose they are going away. 
— M** & M" Gillaspie returned.— At work all the morn- 
ing.— Intended to have gone to the play, but D"^ T. 
said he was not well & cou'd not go.— M*^ Forrest came 
in after dinner very poorly, he got wet yesterday— went 
to lay down, staid till the boy brought his horse, then 
went home.— M^8 Peter, her mother & sisters-in-law 
called & wanted us to go to the play. M^ & M^^^ Knapp 
& W™ Brent called.— D^ T. received duplicates of the 
last letters from his father-in-law by M' W™ Wallace 
via New York, with a short addition mentioning that 
there was no doubt but M' Chorley was good & wou'd 
be able to pay the Bills, D^^ T. immediately wrote to 
M"" Cooke Baltimore, inclosing this letter.— He also re- 
ceived a letter from M*^ Fairfax Virginia.— 

Tuesday 26 Cloudy & Warm Expected M*^ Fitz- 
hugh & family to breakfast, but they did not come.— 
Boy came from farm with Lamb, Oats &c.— D' T. 
went to the Office.— Sent to M" Barry that we wou'd 
take tea with her, but she was engaged, which was 
lucky enough as M" Fitzhugh & Miss Thornton came 
about twelve Oclock.— After Dinner Miss T., W. T. 
and I went in our Carriage to M" Peter's to see her 
& her mother— M" Stewart & Daughters were gone to 
M^ Vernon in M*^ Law's carriage, having heard that 
M" Lewis's Baby was at the point of death.— Mr« 
Peter was poorly.— When we returned found M"^ Fitz- 
hugh & M"* Rob^ Munroe at home.— I played a little 
—went to bed pretty early, read in the Vicar of Wake- 
field till D"" T. came up which was pretty late.— 

Wednesday 27 Very warm M"^ & M" Fitzhugh & 
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Miss Thornton rode to town— D^ T. went to the Office. 
—They returned to dinner In the afternoon M' & M"^ 
Law & his Son came up in a hack (their carriage having 
returned in the morning from M*^ Vernon) they sat 
some time & went from here to the Play, M^ Fitzhugh 
& Miss Thornton accompanied them.— When the Car- 
riage returned we went with M'"^ F. to see the Presi- 
dent's house. D' T. stopped at the tavern to see M"^ 
Forrest who is sick.— I read till past eleven Oclock in 
my room & D"" T. down Stairs and had just gone to 
bed when M"" Fitzhugh came home.— Miss Thornton 
went home with M*"® Law.— 

Thursday 28<^*» Very hot & sultry.— M^ Forrest set 
off to go to Marlborough in the Stage. The Carriage 
was at the door for M" Fitzhugh when M" Young & 
Miss Carroll called.— M''^ F. left us to go to M" 
Deblois's & afterwards to stay at M" Law's.— Sent to 
M" Barry again. D*^ T. at office.- After dinner dressed 
to go to M". Barry's When the carriage came found 
that one of the Mares was very sick, but it was too late 
to send an apology. Rode very slowly.— Found at 
M" Barry's, M" Rob* Barry & Miss Gould lately ar- 
rived from Lisbon— M"" James Berry Jun' M" Barry's 
husband was gone to Baltimore.— M" Casenave & Miss 
Young and M"" Simm of Bladensburg also were there 
M"" Caton from Baltimore came in— and in the evening 
two gentlemen that looked like Priests.— It was ter- 
ribly hot all the alternoon.— The eldest Miss Barry & 
I play'd a little.— D^ T. was almost all the time attend- 
ing on the sick horse.— There was some thunder & 
lightening which cooled the Air.— The mare came home 
pretty well— D*" T. sat up late giving her diflferent 
things.— 

Friday 29^^» Cloudy and warm.— D^ T. went to the 
Office.— M** Caton called to see the Plan of the Capitol. 
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—Col: & M^s Burro wes returned our visit— he said the 
thermometer was at 94 yesterday in his tent.— Sent Joe 
to the Mill— and then to the Capitol after a woman 
who had promised to come to us. After dinner sent 
Joe to the farm with the mare (which is better to-day), 
to be left there & bring down another for us to go up 
tomorrow.— Dressed to go to the Play, tho' I had a 
headache & pain in my Jaws.— We walked there about 
six O'clock— There was a very thin house, & the Char- 
acters excepting two or three were badly supported 
it was altogether very dull.— It was as good as a ser- 
mon The wheel of fortune by Cumberland— M" Merry 
was sick & another was obliged to take the part she 
ought to have acted to do the piece justice.— Got home 
about eleven Oclock.— Fine moon light Night.— M^ 
Law 's carriage broke down & M^^ L & Charlotte Thorn- 
ton had to walk home.— 

Saturday 30th Ordered the carriage over night in- 
tending to set out very early for the farm— but we did 
not start till after eight Oclock— It began to rain fast 
when we got about half way.— Took some milk & bread 
before we set out & ate breakfast after we got to the 
farm.— Somebody has stolen a dozen or more of the 
best headed Cabbages.— Gained all day.— D>" T. found 
out that it was the hired Negroes that stole the Cab- 
bages—they both went off.— Worked — & in the even- 
ing read a little aloud in the abridged Travels of 
Anacharsis in English. 

Sunday 31 Fine day— windy Early in the morning 
D*" T. sent to ask M^ Polock to ride with him to M"" 
Jones'— & I to invite the family over in the Afternoon. 
—After breakfast D^ T. went alone to M"^ Jones as 
M^ Polock cou'd not go with him— he returned while 
we were at dinner.— I read all day in an old french 
book called **Histoire de la sainte Jeunesse de Jesus 
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Christ."— In the afternoon the Miss Polocks their 
Aunt M^s Minus & daughter & M^ Isaac Polock came 
over drank tea & went away about dark. 

September Monday 1 Cool & pleasant day.— In- 
tended to have set oflf for town very early but did not 
get down 'till near eleven O'clock.- Mama very poorly 
with a sore throat.— D^ T. came home to tell us a very 
disagreeable piece of news— Our friend M" T. Peter 
has lost her eldest daughter a fine little girl about five 
years old, she was well on friday & dead on Sunday 
night— They have taken her today to Mount Vernon 
to be interred— M*^ Peter I suppose is gone with it.— 
M*^ Fitzhugh came in just as we were at dinner & took 
part with us.— After dinner they went over to look at 
M^ Forrest's house returned & brought in M^ Lovel— 
After they were gone a M^ White whom we owed for 
Rve called— Paid bv an Order on Col: Deakins who 
owed D^ T. some money.— D^ T. went & got some 
newspapers & a letter from M"" Wells at Philadelphia.— 

Tuesday 2^ Fine day Rose very late— D^ T. went 
to the Office.— The month was expired of the negro 
woman I hired & just at dinner time she marched off 
without any ceremony. Joe went to town to get the 
Collars which he had taken yesterday to be mended— 
when he returned had the Carriage & went to M" 
Ray's— drank tea & then took M" Ray with us to 
visit M^ Merry who lodges with some of the other 
Plavers at the Point— None of the Ladies who visited 
her last year from George Town have been to see her 
—and verv few come to the Plavs. 

Wednesday 3^ Verj' pleasant Sent Joe to M"" Ray's 
for the horse I borrowed of him to use till our foal is 
taken away & the mare in better order.— M"^ Forrest 
called on his return from Marlbro' he has been sick 
but is now better.— Mama is better but not quite well. 
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— D** T. went to oflSce. Emptied two Quarter Casks (of 
a little Wine), ready to send to the farm in the Waggon 
which came about one Oclock.— Ordered the Carriage 
after dinner to go to M*" Peter's, but the horse got 
away & it was too late when Joe brought it—M"^ For- 
rest staid all night— D*^ T. sat up very late drawing at 
the Copy of the horse Eclipse— Young M"* Wilcox from 
Phila* stopped at the door.— 

Thursday 4 Verv cool Went immediately after 
breakfast to M*^ Peter's but they were all gone to M^ 
Vernon.— As we returned stopped for D'" T; to go to 
the Office a little while then we went on to M*" Law's— 
Miss Dandridge came up with M" Law.— M" Fitz- 
hugh is there yet too. Returned about one Oclock.— 
D' T. went in to see the Capitol— they are painting 
the Senate Chamber.— After dinner went to look at 
our lot, called at M*^ Knapp's— and at sun set got to 
M" Harrison's in George Town, to whom we had sent 
in the morning.— M''^ Easton was there lately from 
Phila* and M** H. B. Triest who now is married & re- 
sides in Virginia in M*^ Jerfferson's neighbourhood. 
M*^ & M'-s J. Plater, Miss Tutill, M" S. Turner, & M" 
Laird were there.— When we came home D"^ T.— found 
a letter from M"* Blodget.— 

Friday 5*^*^ Very pleasant. After breakfast went to 
George Town to see M'"^ Dorsey & M"** Templeman— 
M" Ned Dorsey & family are at M" D's.— M" D. went 
with us to M*^ Templeman 's.— While we were out M*^ 
& M" Nourse called.— D^ T. went to the Treasury- 
office to see the full length picture of Gen' Washington 
done by Stuart & intended for the President's house, 
he does not like it.— Rec<* an invitation to dine at M' 
Law's on Sunday. After dinner D^ T. went to George 
Town by promise, to execute some deeds between 
Gov' Stone & old M*^ Peter. He did not come home till 
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after dark— Called to see D''^ Gilaspie & Bullaee, the 
former had removed to lodge at M** King's, the latter 
with his wife to whom he has been lately married lodge 
at Cap* Coyle's.—He finished a letter he had begun to 
M^ Blodget.- 

Saturday 6*^ very pleasant. Joe went to town early 
to Market, & to enquire if Gen^ Stone was going out of 
town as he had promised to dine with us.— He brought 
word that he was going, he brought also the quilting 
frame from M^» Laird. Sent for a play Bill, & as soon 
as I saw that M" Merry was not to perform in it we 
got ready to go [to] the farm.— Sent an apoly to M' & 
M^« Law.— Met our waggon on the road coming down 
with four barrels of Cyder— one for us, one for M'^* 
Lovel, to whom D^- T. is indebted for com— & the other 
two to be Sold.— Got to the farm about two O'clock.— 
D^ T. working in the meadow with Joe all the after- 
noon. 

Sunday 7*^ Very pleasant D^ T. in the meadow all 
the morning, came in with a head ache & not well.— 
Sent up to enquire when Iris is to return to us— M'^ 
Douglas says when her month is up.— Reading all 
day.— 

Monday 8. Pleasant Got to town about ten O'clock. 
-Left D^ T. at the Office.-Worked, &c.— M^ Phithean 
called, said he shou'd move into our house tomorrow 
—he was in distress & D^ T. told him he cou'd go into 
it & if he got emplo\Tiient to support him he shou'd 
then expect rent.— In the afternoon ask'd M"" W™ 
Brent in to tea, & to accompany D"* T. to the play— I 
did not wish to go.— Mama & I walked over to M' 
Munroe's— saw there Maj^ Rogers a clerk in the War 
department, a M^ Taylor & D** AValson who walked 
home with us, & Maj^ Gibbons brothers-in-law to M" 
Knapp.— The fonner gentlemen gave us an account of 
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the attempt to set M" Johnson's liouse on fire— & we 
heard that the Negro fellow who is suspected, slept in 
our house the night it happened (Sunday) while we 
were at the farm. We sat up till D^ T. Came from the 
play. — 

Tuesday 9^^ Warm.— Sent Joe to town early, to 
market & to call at M** H. Forrest's to tell them we 
wou'd visit them to day. D"* T. went to the OflSce, 
came in about noon with M** Forrest, & went to see a 
mad horse in the neighbourhood— it went into convul- 
sions at the sight of water— & died at last in a fit— 
they do not know that it was bit by anything or what 
is the cause of it.— Mama begun a quilt today I worked 
a little.— D^ T. writing letters— Went about six Oclock 
to W Forrest's.-M" S. Turner & M"" & M" Tlater 
were there.— & Miss Love M**® F's Sister.— I played a 
little on a miserable piano made by an old German in 
George Town.— 

Wednesday 10*^^ Very pleasant Boy came from 
farm— brought mutton butter &c.— Sent up the order 
to M^ Craufurd's manager for 20 Bush. Wheat also 
the English mare.— M**** Johnson sent to invite us to 
tea, excused ourselves, not having our Servant & 
horses at home, but she sent word she wou'd send her 
Carriage.— Joe is gone 15 or 16 miles over the Eastern 
Branch to fetch Nick who ran awav when we were at 
the farm last.— I mentioned at dinner that I saw M*" 
Lewis pass— D*" T. walked to M^ Law's, & I sent a horse 
after him— he returned & went with us to M" John- 
son's, stopped at the war office & M*" Dexter not being 
there he walked to his lodgings to see him as he was 
sick, and the carriage aftei-ward went for him.— There 
were at tea M*^** Harrison & Easton, M'^'^ Gilaspie D*" 
& M^'* Bullace Gen^ Wilkinson & a Miss AVheeler on 
whose account the party was given, she lives in Nor- 
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folk & travels every summer with her father.— She is 
a pretty looking girl, (but not a beauty).— M" Helen 
& I played a little.— M" Gilaspie & Bullace returned in 
the carriage with us.— Read the Newspapers & went 
to bed.— 

Thursday 11<^^ Fine day.— Rose very late.— D^^ T. 
went to the OflSee.— Quilting all the morning, Joe did 
not return till near one Oclock. Nic was gone.— After 
dinner D** T. went to the OflBce to write letters, I be- 
gan one for M" Robinson but was interrupted by M^ 
Forrest's coming- A Man brought some Orchard 
Grass Seen from Virginia a Guinea a Bushel. D^ T. 
sent Joe at night with a a letter to M^ Wells & one to 
D^ Dawson, to M^ Morris at McLaughlin's tavern 
George Town.— Sent a letter to M^ Pickering & Mess" 
Blakes Hobson & Co by the Packet via New York.— 

Friday 12^^ AVarm.— After breakfast Mama & I rode 
to M** Scott's, none of the family at home but Miss 
Brown & Miss Kitty Scott.— Went thence to M' Dor- 
sey's, to M^ Nourse's & to wait on M" Bullace. Re- 
turned about two Oclock.— After dinner D^ T. went to 
M^ Law's & M^ Ray's— returned just to time to accom- 
pany us to the play— It was Columbus & Fortune's 
frolic— There were about 300 persons a full house for 
this place.— The Scenery was much better than I ex- 
pected, & it was altogether very entertaining. Got 
home about ^ after eleven Lent our carriage to M^* 
Merry to go home in. 

Saturday 13^^ very pleasant D^ T. had agreed with 
M' Ray to go by water to Alexander's island— but he 
sent him word he cou'd not get a boat— M' Dalton & 
Deblois called M^ Ray came in soon after— & he & D' 
T. set out to go on horseback.- They returned about 
an hour after we had dined— We got them a beefsteak 
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bread & butter &c.— M'' Ray went home at sun Set.- 
T. went to the Post office- 
Sunday 14'^'' very warm Just as I had done dress- 
ing M'" Mun-j- & M"" Reinagle called— invited them to 
tea on Tuesday uext but she said she shou'd be so 
much engaged in preparing to act the part of Elvira 
in Pizzaro that she did not think she shou'd be able to 
come. D"" T. reading & writing— about five Oclock 
went to M"^ Dalton's, family not being at home went 
to M"" Deblois— drank tea there, & afterwards called on 
M"" Simraons's family— he is the accountant in the war 
Office — his present wife is a pretty little french woman, 
he has in family her Sister, his Sister, a former wife's 
Sister & a daughter about fourteen.— Got home after 
dark. 

Monday 15 Windy but pleasant Breakfasted be- 
tween eight & nine O'clock.- Sent Joe to the farm to 
get Oats. — Sent up the Rockingham Mare.— D' T. went 
to the Office.— Quilting till dinner time.— About noon 
M"" & M" Forrest arrived from Marl'bro'.— M"" Fitz- 
hugh came in after dinner. — Did not intend to go to 
the Play, but was afterwards very glad that M""^ For- 
rest came as I was much entertained by the perfor- 
mance, particularly of Blue beard— the Stranger I had 
seen before. 

Tuesday 16 very warm Lent M""* Forrest the Car- 
riage to go to her former residence to examine her 
trunks of Cloaths &c.— directed Joe to get the horses 
shod the while, he was so long about it that he kept 
them till dinner time waiting. — Old M'' Digges by D' 
T's invitation came to dinner.— After dinner we went 
to the Executive Office to look at a picture of Oen' 
Washington painted by Stewart and to be put in the 
President's House— do not think it a good likeness — 
Went thence to see the President's House— On our 
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return found that our Carriage which I had sent for 
M" Merrj' had returned empty she cou'd not come. — 
Drank tea, read the News &c & went to bed pretty 
Early.— 

AVednesday 17^*^ Pleasant Boy came from farm 
with butter & vegetables.— Immediately after break- 
fast went with M*" & M" Forrest to George Town, to 
two or three Stores & to M^ H. Forrest's— intended 
to go to M^ Scott's but saw M" Scott & Mary and told 
them we intended it which did as well.— On our return 
took in M"* Wayman.— Drank tea early.— D^ T. sent a 
letter to his Aunt inclosed to Jolin Gardiner Jun"^ 
Phila*— Went to the theatre very early expecting to 
get a good seat, but all the front ones in the boxes 
being engaged we went into the highest row in the 
Pit.— We had not been there long when M" Dick, Miss 
Price & M*" Stuart Brown came, they had just come up 
from Alexandria & expected to arrive at the house 
before we set out.— The house was very nearly as full 
as it (*ou'd be.— The play was Pizarro by Kotzebiie- 
translated by R. B. Sheridan.— Every body seemed to 
he pleased.— we got home before twelve, had a Snack— 
we were obliged to give M*^'* Dick & Miss P. our room 
as M^ & Mr»* F. occupied the only spare one we have— 
1>» T. & 1 slept on a niatras in the tea room and a hard 
bed wo had. 

Tiiursdav 1S**» Fine dav We were awoke verv 
early by liie Annapolis Stage stopping to take M^ & 
M*** Forrest — we did not rise as thev had taken leave 
over night. — Slept late after this disturbance & did not 
breakfast till near ten Odock. — M^ S. Brown called— 
he went to (leorge Town last night. — D^ Watson called 
— After breakfast 1 took M" Dick & Miss Price to see 
the Capitol & rode round by the point, as we return 'd 
called at the Office & asked D«^ T. to go [to] the Presi- 
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dent's House with us which he did & then came home 

with us.— He stopped D^ May as he was passing and 
took him to see a poor sick man who was laying out of 

doors under a tree, nobobdy being willing to take him 
in lest he might have the yellow fever he came from 
Alexandria, where it is said there has been some cases. 
—D^ T. got him to put into the new Stable built for the 
President— he is very ill.— M"* Wignell called while D^ 
T. was engaged in this business.— M^ Brown came just 
as we had done dinner & soon after the Stage came to 
take the Ladies home.— After they went D^ T. had a 
horse got to go to M"* Law's & Ray's.— I was writing 
when M*" Field came, he brought some miniature paint- 
ings to shew us— D^ T. came home to tea— M^ Wol- 
cott rode with him but did not come in.— M^ Field 
staid all night by D^ T.'s invitation.— 

Friday 19 Warm After breakfast M'* Field, D'' T. 
& I went to M*" Knapp's I went to wait on M*^ Stott— 
Afterwards went to M^ Meredith's— M^ Field there left 
us & walked to George Town— M^ Meredith was not 
at home but we saw his two daughters— his wife and 
the rest of his family are not come yet.— We went 
thence to M*" J. Mason's— M" Mason has just got a 
daughter— Saw only M^® M^® Murrey M*"^ Marbury was 
visiting there.— Stopped at M*" Munroe's on our return, 
M" AVhetcroft came home this morning from Bath 
much recovered & quite fat.— After dinner D** T. went 
to the Recorder's OflSce to examine deeds for M^ F. 
Fairfax— then went to the Commiss^^ OflSce &^ wrote 
to him.— About five Oclock M*" T. Peter called, he staid 
'till he found he detained us from going to the Play- 
but we need not have been in a hurry for the house was 
a very thin one— the night before they had only about 
40— The Play was a **Cure for the heartache" by M" 
13 
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Thos: Moreton.— It was rather dull. Take it all in 
all you may see it's like again.— It rained a little when 
we came home & was very dark.— The Poor Man died 
this Evening.— 

Saturday 20^^ Gloomy Warm Kainy Inunediately 
after breakfast we prepared to go to the farm.- D"^ T. 
sent to invite M*" Hawkins, Freeman, & Brent to dine 
with us tomorrow at the farm— they said they wou'd 
come.— We set out about ten O'clock D' T. stopped 
to speak to M*^ T. Peter & at the Office. Found all 
pretty well at the farm— (Farm) our Carriage Mare 
is sick & Nic ran away again. Bained almost all the 
Afternoon.— Worked, read &c.— 

Sunday 21 Rain Rainy gloomy day— began to 
copy a print in the Travels of Anacharsis— drew all 
day.— Cleared up in the Afternoon.— D^ T reading & 
walking about.— 

Monday 22^ Sent Joe to M^ Plater's with the car- 
riage Mare and foal, which he is to raise on Shares— 
D'^- T intended to go to town, but it was too late by 
the time the mare was caught— three boys were after 
her several hours— Joe did not catch her before he 
went because it looked like for Rain.— He went to M' 
Digges about Nic, he was not at home. Two men came 
& wanted to be managers— M' Drury and M' Austin. 
— M^ Polock & M^ Johnson (Irish) called after dinner 
on their way to town.— Paring peaches in the morning 
to preserv^e & dry.— Drawing afterwards— Set up late 
as they were new fixing the ten plate Stove.— 

Tuesday 23^ Gloomy D^ T. went to town— Stove 
wou'd not draw because the wind is easterly.— Joe re- 
turned with the mare & foal— M^ Plater said D^ T. 
had misunderstood him that he never intended to take 
the foal.— D** T. returned to dinner, invited M^ Forrest 
to come up with him— he cou'd not then but came up 
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late in the Evening & Staid all night.— He agreed to 
take the foal— Directed Joe to go off early tomorrow 
morning with it to M^ Forrest's father-in-law's Plan- 
tation, he also took an order to have twenty Bushels 
of wheat sent down for seed.— 

Wednesday 24^^ Gloomy After breakfast M** F— 
& D"* T. went to town, we were engaged in preserving 
Fruits.— D"* T— did not return 'till after we had 
dined— he was detained by going to old M' Peter's & 
Gen^ Forrest's to take acknowledgements— & by as- 
sisting M"* Wignell to procure a place to put by his 
Scenery &c— Col Burrows gave leave to have it put 
in buildings intended for the winter Quarters of the 
Marines.— He invited Col: Burrows and Lieutenant 
Thomson to dine here on Friday.— Joe returned about 
one Oclock, & brought a sample of the wheat, which 
they are not to send unless they are sent to again, as 
they think it too full of Rye &c for seed.— The manager 
has found that we have 15 Bush : that will do as well. 
D*" T. was down in the meadow till quite late.— Read 
the remainder of the Evening.— 

Thursday 25 Rain The Sun has hardly shone since 
we have been here Sent a boy to town in the afternoon 
when it cleared up a little, with some wheat to get 
Meal— &c. he brought a few Newspapers.— Rained 
again in the Evening.— Reading— Netting— fee- 
Friday 26 Gloomy D^ T. ordered his horse to go 
to town, but as [it] looked likely to rain, he only went 
to M^ Digges— he agreed to send a hand in the place 
of Nick.— The Sun shone out about Noon & we pre- 
pared for Dinner— The gentlemen came tho' we hardly 
expected them— I am afraid they did not find enter- 
tainment to compensate for so disagreeable a ride, the 
roads being verj^ bad after rain.— They staid 'till Sun 
Set.— D^ T. went to M^ Polock's in the morning to 
invite him, but he was in town.— 
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Saturday 27^^ Kain It rained all the morning, 
cleared in the Afternoon D*" T. read in the Travels of 
Anacharsis while we worked.— In the Evening I made 
a draught Table on a sheet of Paper, & pieces of Corks. 
—We played all the Evening till bed time.— Jesse from 
M"* Digges came in the Evening.— 

Sunday 28^^^ Bead almost all the day.— A Man came 
to apply to be manager named Yates.— Sent him out 
dinner. Polocks sent over to borrow something— Told 
their Servant to ask them to come over— They sent 
word they were not well, but it was cloudy & damp. 
— D*" T. walked about all the afternoon.— 

Monday 29^i» Clear & Cool.-D^* T. went to town.— 
Got in our Apples, & in the afternoon set Joe & Daniel 
to make Cyder.— D"* T. did not come home till Even- 
ing.— Dined at M»' Stoddert's & went with M"* Scott & 
the Secretary's to see about the Capitol, paving &c &c. 
—A Letter from D"* Dawson dated 20^^ August.— 

Tuesday 30 Fine day D*" T. went to town again. 
—Had a barrel of Cyder boiled, & a barrel only strained 
put bye— Got it done by dinner time.— Miss Polocks, 
M^s & Miss Minus came to tea.— D^ T. did not come 
home 'till some time after they were gone ; M"* Forrest 
came with him— They had been at a Barbecue at the 
Hotel Spring given by Darnall the Sheriff.— 

October Wednesday 1*^^ Very pleasant (City) After 
breakfast set off to come to town, the roads being 
heavy we were obliged to ride slowly, & did not get 
home till about eleven O'clock.— D^ T. went to OflSce, 
got stamps wrote his Bank Notes & sent them to M"* 
Law to endorse.— While he was at home M** Rob^ Mun- 
roe called— he wants to rent all our wooden house for 
M^ Orr's mother.— D^ T. called in M'* Claxton, & after- 
wards M^' Barry to take a glass of Wine & Bitters.— D*" 
T. returned to the OflSce, brought with him to dinner 
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M' Barry, we had a poor dinner— They went together 
afterwards to the Eastern Branch & M'' Law's— &c M^ 
Forrest came in the Evening— D' T. soon after.— We 
went to bed early.— 

Thursday 2^ Fine day Ordered the carriage to go 
to Town, but Joe can't find the horses I suppose.— D' 
T. went to the oflSce Mama & I quilting.— Joe was out 
all the morning seeking M** Kay's and at last had to 
go to the farm for it; Sent up by him three Bush: 
Orchard Grass Seed.— M" Simmons & her Sisters 
called— also M*"^ Knapp fine's Shaw.— M' Forrest came 
in after dinner— D"* T. engaged in drawing at the Horse 
Eclipse. They walked out a little & returned to tea.— 
Joe came at night with the Horse.— 

Friday 3^ very fine weaher When Joe came from 
Market, found that the horse which he had put in a 
small lot, had got out, he went after it.— D^ T. at the 
Office.— Received some Cambric Muslin & two flower 
Pots which I commissioned M^^ Dick to purchase for 
me in Alexandria Quilting all the morning— M"* Ray & 
Winstanly called. After dinner we walked to M** 
Ray's, leaving directions to have the Carriage sent if 
Joe came in time, but he did not come at all— it was 
a long walk, but we were not so much tired as we 
expected.— I am much disappointed by the horse being 
gone, as I wish'd to go to several places. Miss Mere- 
diths & M^ P. Thornton called while we were out. 

Saturday 4^*» Fine day Cloudy & Cool Joe not 
returned.— 1> T. after breakfast, borrowed M' Mun- 
roe's horse to go to Alexander's Island, over the River. 
—We walked to M^ Munroe's about noon & sat awhile. 
— M^ Hawkins the inventor of a new kind of Piano 
forte came in— I asked him to come to our house in 
the afternoon as 1)'' T. had left a copy of his work 
** Cadmus" for him.— M^ Forrest came home with us, 
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he is very sick— he did not stay long.— In the Evening 
M"* Hawkins came, he tuned my piano drank tea & staid 
'till D"* T. came home— M"* Forrest was here too.— Joe 
not come home yet.— 

Sunday 5^^ rain.— We expected M"* Ray & Win- 
stanley to dinner, M^ Hawkins, nephew to Col : Hawkins, 
came as he lives close by, M^ Freeman was engaged^ 
& the weather prevented the others from coming.— 
D^ T. sent down to invite the other M^ Hawkins, but 
he was at dinner & it rained so much in the afternoon 
that he cou'd not come 'till late— D^ T. had invited 
him to stay all night— which he did & sat up also all 
night— Joe came this afternoon with the horses.— We 
had a fire today for the first time.— 

Monday 6^^ Cold & windy M^ Hawkins went away 
before we were up— returning to Phila*.— After break- 
fast D"* T. set off to go to Bladensburg to the Election 
for Assembly men.— He returned just after we had 
dined— I had sent in the morning to ask M" Shaw to 
walk to M*'s Knapps— We called at M^^ Munroe's for 
her then proceeded— Found M^ & M^^ Stott at M" 
Knapp's— They arrived on Saturday, on their way to 
Petersburg from Bath in Berkly County Virginia. As 
we returned home Stopped at M^ Munroe's— There 
were several gentlemen there— we staid a little time & 
came home about nine O'clock.— 

Tuesdav 7^^^ Fine day Just as we had breakfasted 
M^ Meyer an old acquaintance of D^ T.'s drove up— 
He was lately Consul at Cape Frangois & is come here 
to see the Secry of State— D^ T— invited him to stay 
with us, but he declined as he meant only to stay a few 
days— he said D^ T. was expected to dine at Stell's 
Tavern on the Capitol Hill, he did not before intend 
to go. They went to the Commis^^ Office.— Mama & I 
rode to George Town— went to M'*^ Dorsey's to get a 
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couple of Jilly Flowers— She was just going with her 
Aunt to walk out^ so we left the carriage there & accom- 
panied them— went to a few Shops & to M** Hanson's 
—returned & sat a little while at M" Dorsey's— it was 
past two Oclock before we got home— we staid so long 
D^ T. walked to the tavern.— Found an invitation from 
Madame Simons to spend the Evening on Thursday 
next.— After dinner rode down to M** Cranch's— thento 
W Law's & sent the Carriage for D^ T.— M''^ Law & M" 
Tingey had walked out, but came soon after we were 
there.— M' Morris (son to old Rob^ Morris) came in, he 
has iron works at Trenton— M^ Law came, & afterwards 
• Cap^ Tingey & D"* T.— we set off just as the moon 
rose. — 

Wednesday 8^^ Fine day D^ T. went to the OflSce. 
—I sent to borrow some gowns of M" Stoll— making 
a muslin up.— M''^ Wilkinson & her Son called.— The 
waggon came from the farm with a load of Hay some 
Oats &c.— D** T. went out after dinner, returned with 
M"* Devereux— after tea Cap* Kirkland & M' J. Barry 
came in— M^^ D. & B. went away & left Cap* Kirkland. 
Cap* K— says he plays on the violin & violincello.— 
D' T. caught cold going to the Election & has a cold 
and head ache.— 

Thursdav 9 Pleasant D** T. at the Office.— Mama & 
I at work all the morning. M"" Lewis called— D' T. has 
a bad cold & did not go with us to M" Simmons— We 
went just at dark, & were there nearly an hour before 
any one else came. M" Johnson & daughters & Miss 
Meredith were the only Ladies I knew, there was a 
M*^ & M^8 Hague r & a young Lady. M^ Wilkinson, M' 
Wadsworth, Maj^ Cushing &c &c— They had four of 
Gen^ Wilkinson's band— Among them a Tambourin 
which pleased me very much as I had never before 
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seen it well play'd:— I danced only two dances & then 
came home as D"* T. was obliged to stay at home.— 

Friday 10^^ Fine day Warm D^ T. staid at home 
all day.— He received a letter from his Aunt a day or 
two ago mentioning that Chorley had given up & been 
allowed three years to pay his debts in by his Credi- 
tors.— A cause de ses disgraces nous souffrons a pres- 
ent.— M^ & M" Stoll called I went with them to the 
Capitol & President's House. M' Meyer came & sat 
some time, he went just after I came home. M"^ W™ 
Brent called in the afternoon.— M^ Ray and M^ Win- 
stanley drank tea here.— M^ Forrest came in.— Bead 
the English Newspapers M^ Bay brought us. < 

Saturday 11^^ Very fine Breakfasted late— M""- B: 
Forrest called— Gen^ and M^« Forrest came to get a 
deed acknowledged.— Old M"* King came about the road 
to be made in front of the Capitol.— D^ T. had the head 
ache in tlie morning drawing at his plan of the Capitol. 
—Joe gone after the horses again.— M' Gantt sent 
word he cou'd not come & he is going to Annapolis 
tomorrow. M^ Bay sent a Note requesting D^ T. to be 
bail— he sent for M"* Hewitt to consult him, M"* Forrest 
soon after came in— D*" T. wrote to M*" Bav to excuse 
himself.— Joe came home & could not find the horses.— 

Sunday 12*^ Gloomy. D"* T. was writing to his 
father-in-law when M** Stickney came in, he is nephew 
to ^[^ Blodget & just arrived from Boston— he staid 
to dinner, M^ Forrest also came.— A boy came from the 
farm— brought two terrier pups, one was sent to M^ 
Peter, the other to M^ Young.— M^ S. went immediately 
after dinner M"" F. staid all the Evening.— M^ Gantt 
called in the morning.— 

Monday 13^** (ilooniy & Bain.— I was married this 
dav ten vears— it then rained. — I hoive we mav be able 
to pass the next anniversary of it more agreeably!— 
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This time twelve months where shall we be?— My hus- 
band has written to day to his father-in-law, desiring 
immediate remittances, for in consequence of Chorley 's 
breaking he is brought into diflSculties, which after 
getting thro' I hope he will never know again.-Sent 
the letter to D^ Crawford Baltri^e A Copy inclosed to 
D^ Dawson Tortola to go to Philadel* by M^ Hawkins. 
Wrote at same time to Jy^ Bourke & I. B. Thomason. 
M"" Forrest & M' White came in just after dinner.— 
M' Brent came & sat the Evening with us.— 

Tuesday 14^^ Cool D^ T. sent for M^ Hewitt— 
before he came M** Stewart Brown came— M** Hewitt is 
to draw out Deeds to convey all our personal property 
to those who were sureties in the Suits brought by 
Stone.— D"" & M^s Bullace called.— Damall the Sheriff 
called, he said to see if D^ T. had settled with Lawver 
Gantt respecting the fees— I told him D' T. would 
settle with M"* Gantt, & that he cou'd not see him at 
present.— I hope we soon shall have done with Lawyers 
& Sheriffs & all that appertains to them. M' & M" 
Bay & M^ Winstanley came & drank tea with us— M** 
W. chose out two of our prints for which he is to give 
two others— Danae & Venus.— Boy came from the farm 
with mutton &c. &c.— 

Wednesday 16 Gloomy Kain in the Evening. Sent 
to town in the morning to Col Burrow's that we wou'd 
take tea with them.— D** T. at the OflBce— Mama & I 
quilting.— After dinner I copied over the little Ballad 
D' T. wrote some time ago respecting a Duel, to give 
to Col Burrows— Just as I went to dress M" Shaw & 
Knapp called Mama sat with them 'till I came down 
& then she went to dress.— We set off & had got almost 
half way to town, & D** T. recollected the Ballad & we 
returned to get it.— M" Johnson & two of her D" 
came soon after us; M^« Burrows expected also M" 
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Mason, but she made it so late, that M'*^ B— s thinking 
there was some mistake sent a servant to see if she 
was coming— At last she came with her husband & 
Sister Miss Murray.— We staid pretty late & had a 
dark rainy night to come home in— but we got safe. 
—When we were going to bed found that Creelo (a 
young pointer) was lost— Joe was out some time but 
eou 'd not find him. 

Thursday 16 Fine day M^ Hewitt called with the 
Deed which D^ T. is to acknowledge before one of the 
Commissioners.— M' Forrest called.— D' T. went over 
to M^s Brown's to see M** Triest— he married M" B's 
Daughter.— A Man brought 4 prints here for sale, 
views in Philadelphia— they are poor things— D"* T. 
went to the OflSce— After dinner he went to M^ Ray's. 
—Joe sent to look for Creelo found him at M^ Barry's, 
who gave him to D"* T.— We called at M^ Munroe's 
took a walk & on our return, called on M'*^ Brown. 
Soon after D^ T. came home M"* Stickney and M"* For- 
rest called.— 

Friday 17^^ Cloudy & foggy D^ T. wanted to send 
to invite M^ Mayer to dinner but it looked likely to 
rain, and it was too late when he proposed it— He went 
to the OflSce.- M^ Meyer went by & sent to D^ T. to 
tell him he had better invite him to a family dinner.— 
Which he did.— After dinner we all walked as far as 
the President's house.— M"* Winstanley came home with 
us, & M^ Forrest. M^ Meyer's chair was waiting, & 
being an invalid he went home before dark.— Very 
warm & damp. M" Whetcroft & D^- Watson came in, 
soon after M' Munroe— They sat the Evening with 
us.— 

Saturday 18^^ Cloudy Rain & Wind. M'' Winstanley 
came while we were at breakfast with his dog & Gun, 
or rather M^ Ray's dog & gun. He & M' Meyer were 
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going to the farm with D"" T. M*" Devereux called while 
they were waiting for M"" Mayer, but as he did not come, 
D"" T. borrowed M"" Brent's horse & they went without 
liim. D"" T. was to have gone in Meyer's chair.— ilama 
& I went to George Town to some Stores— & on our 
return called to enquire of M*"® W*" King the character 
of a woman who is to be sold.— Just as we got there a 
storm of wind & rain commenced and all they way home 
it continued— cleared up in the Afternoon.- M"" For- 
rest drank tea with us & then went to a meeting to be 
held at the little Hotel, to consult on a proper manner 
of shewing the people's joy at the approaching meeting 
of Congress in the District of Columbia, the new seat of 
Government. D*" T. & M*" Winstanlev did not come till 
late.— M"" Forrest came again & sat till bed time. 

Sunday 19**^ Wind & Rain Rained in the night & 
till about eleven O'clock wind continued to blow very 
much.— M"" Forrest called before he set off for Marl'bro 
— D"" T— went about noon to M"" Rav's.— Drew & read 
all day.— D*" T. did not come home till late in the 
Evening. — 

Monday 20^^ Fine day D"" T. went to the Office- 
Sent Joe to Mount Vernon to fetch the two She Asses.— 
A Vessel going to London D^ T. thought of sending his 
drawings of West India Plants to D^ Lettsour, to have 
engraved with the account of the little Island Joesvan- 
dvke where he was born— After dinner D*" T. sent to 
town to enquire if the Vessel was going to London, 
found it was going to stop at Cowes for orders declined 
sending his drawings. We walked out, M"" Freeman 
met us & D"" T. invited him to walk with us, we went as 
far as M*" Tayloe's house, & returned to tea.— D*" T. 
received a letter from his Aunt.— Post-office moved to 
General Post-Office.— D^ T. sent to M"" Lovel, to speak 
to him about undertaking the Brick work of M"" Blod- 
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get's houses as the man already engaged goes on too 
slowly.— 

Tuesday 21 Fine mild day.— D^ T. went to the oflSce. 
—Quilting all the morning. Intended to have gone to 
M*" Knapp's in the Evening but found that she was at 
M^ Munroe's.— She called here for a few minutes.— Joe 
came home with the asses.— D""- T writing to D^- Lett- 
sour.— 

Wednesday 22^ Mild— Boy came from the farm with 
Butter &c.— says the four fillies are there.— Joe all day 
seeking the Carriage horses.— M^ White called this 
morning to ask whether we cou 'd make it convenient to 
take in Gen^ Marshall & family for the winter, as there 
will be a great scarcity of accommodations, & D"" T. 
offered to take M^ Marshall when he first came— We 
mentioned the only manner in which we shou'd like 
it— that is, for them to live as part of our family— not 
separately as they wished.— D^ T. brought M^ Christie 
of Susquehannah to Dinner.— After dinner as M^ 
White was pasing D'' T. called him in to see a letter 
which he had received for the Commissioners from 
Mess'*^ Marshall & Stoddert mentioning that the Presi- 
dent would be here in a few days, & his Lady soon after. 
— M*" Forrest came in— just as M^ Christie had ordered 
his horse, a violent gust began, wind, thunder & lighten- 
ing, & Eain. He drank tea, & when it held up a little 
he went to George Town,— and M** Forrest to his lodg- 
ings at the little Hotel.— Eained all night.— 

Thursday 23^ Eain Joe came with the Horses— the 
Asses were down by the Hotel.— D^ T. went to the 
OflSce.— Began to work a trimming for a cambrick 
Muslin. 

Friday 24^^ Windy D'' T. at the OflBce- Working at 
my trimming.— After dinner we went to the Capitol, 
called on M^ & M" Smith at Stell 's tavern, went thence 
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to M"" Dal ton's, did not go in as M" D. was not well— 
called at Cap^ Tingey's— sat a little while only as they 
are all very busy putting their house to rights.— A note 
came from M"" King telling that there was cattle in our 
lots— Sent Joe to drive them out.— 

Saturday 2b^^ Sent the carriage up for M^ Robinson, 
she came about noon. About noon while I was sitting at 
my frame, D'' T. came in with Col Mercer & his nephew, 
M^ Minor from Virginia & M"" I. Polock— they looked 
at the Plan of the Capitol & took something to drink. 
As they were going, M""® Fitzhugh & M"" & M" Thorn- 
ton & Miss Thornton drove up— they sat a little while. 
M" Fitzhugh went to M*" M. Fitzhugh to fetch her 
Sister-in-law— & Major Thornton went with his Daugh- 
ter to Alexandria— M" P. Thornton remained with us. 
-We took a walk in the morning accompanied by M"" 
Forrest & purchased some Glass.— Gen* Marshall 
came while we were at breakfast to speak on the Sub- 
ject of his lodging with us but he concluded to take a 
house, as he thought his family of servants wou'd make 
it disagreeable to us. M"" R*^ Forrest having offered to 
lend him furniture for the time he expects to stay, 
assisted to determine [him] to take a house.— I have 
been so much engaged as not to be able to write every 
day regularly & have begun at the wrong end of the 
day.— D"" T. brought M"" Hewitt to tea— I sent to in- 
vite W™ Brent, but the Boy made a mistake & a gentle- 
man we did not know, came in, M^ Hewitt knew him 
and introduced him, his name M^ Thom a clerk. D*" T. 
went out and staid late— I had to send to tell him it was 
bed time.— 

Sunday 26*^ Pleasant D"" T. went to M"" Ray's.— 
M" P. Thornton & I walked as far as M^ Tayloe's 
House, intended when we set out to go to M"" Knapp's, 
but found it too warm.— Found 4 Cattle & several Hogs 
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in our field of buckwheat, got a little Boy to drive them 
out & fasten up the fence.— Sent Joe in the morning to 
invite Gen^ Marshall to dinner— also M"" White but he 
was gone to M^ Vernon.— M^ W™ Brent called in the 
morning.— M'*s Fitzhugh came about one Oclock with 
Miss Finch Fitzhugh.— M^ Marshall came, we had just 
Bat down to dinner when Maj^ Thornton came.— M^« 
F. & Miss F. went to M"* Law's before tea.— M^ Stick- 
ney & M^ Munroe called in the Evening. 

Monday 27^^ Pleasant Sent Lucy's child to the 
farm with its father Daniel.— M^^ T & I went in her 
Pheaton to George Town, on our return called at M^ 
Knapp's.— About noon M^^ Barry sent word she wou'd 
drink tea with us, I sent word we shou 'd be glad to see 
them.— M^8 Ray & Children & M^ Winstanley came in, 
They were going to George Town & the horses baulked, 
they staid [to] dinner with us.— M^ & M" P. Thornton 
went to M^ Law's— A M^ Washington came while we 
were at dinner. M^'^ Ray ordered her carriage early, 
but M^s Barry came before she was gone which she did 
not wish, as she was not drest for Company.— Cap* 
Tingey called.— Our Company were M^^ Barry & two 
Daughr% Miss Goode, M" Rt Barry, M^ Dan^ & W™ 
Brent, I> Watson, M^ Field, & M»* Walbeck, an ac- 
quaintance of M^ Thornton, who had been here in the 
morning M^ Field was here also in the morning.— M^ 
& M^s Thornton came immediately after M^^ Barry.— I 
was obliged to borrow a Servant (Jerry) Joe having 
gone again after the horses.— 

Tuesday 28*^ Maj'" Thornton drove us to town again, 
on our return called to see M^^ t. Peter, & M^^ Wilkin- 
son— & W^ T. Called on a M^^ Wood, while I went 
to pay for the Glass I bought.— M'*^ Robinson went 
home this morning. M^ Tench Ringgold came to din- 
ner,— M^ Hanson & brother came after dinner— Mama 
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M" P. T. & I walked down to the new bridge built 
over Tiber or (Goose Creek)— M^ Hanson & Ringgold 
went as soon as we returned.— M^ Thornton had gone 
out & returned just after tea— M^ Stickney came in. 
M" & Miss Brown returned our visit.— M"" T. went 
home with them.— Went to bed about ^ after nine. 

Wednesday 29^** Gloomy Joe returned with the 
Carriage [horses].— M"" Walbeck came to see M"" Thorn- 
ton.— M^ & M" Thornton went away about eleven 
O'clock.— M^ Forrest sent a present of some rock fish. 
— Dr T. walked out & returned to tea.— I copied a song 
(Coolun) for Miss Barry. D"" T. writing all the Even- 
ing.— Sent Joe to inquire how M"" Phethean was.— 

Thursday 30 Cloudy At work all the morning & 
afternoon at my trimming.— M' Forrest & M"" Peter 
called at breakfast time.— In the Evening M^ Forrest 
& Stickney. Sent Joe to enquire if we cou'd do any 
thing for M" Phethean having heard that her husband 
died last night. M"" Stickney staid after ten, & we set 
up till after eleven O'clock— He is an ingenious modest 
young man. 

Friday Sl^^^ Rose late, M"" Forrest called before we 
had breakfasted. Has been sick & is gone to Marlbro. ' 
— M"" Stickney called & brought me some books;— Sent 
Joe to Miss Barry with the Song & some plays, & the 
Annals of Virtue in French.— He returned & brought 
me the Works of M. de Florian in French.— D^ T. 
after dinner sent Joe for some canvas that Mr. Clephan 
was painting & for two straining frames; the frames 
were not right and he sent for M"" Lenox who made 
them, to direct him how to alter them— which he did 
& returned one in the Evening.— I read aloud some of 
the entertaining tales of M. de Florian. 

Saturday November l^*^ Mild— Cloudy. D'' T. went 
to the OflSce.— Mama & I went to town about noon to get 
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some patterns of Cloth &c— While we were in the Sil- 
versmith's Shop— the President, with his Secretary M*" 
Shaw, passed bye in his Chariot & four, no retinue 
only one Servant on horseback— As we came home we 
found that he went immediately to the house intended 
for him, which tho' not completed has a suflScient num- 
ber of rooms done to accommodate his family this 
Winter.— We found D"" T. at home, the two ministers 
had just left him.— We told him we saw the Secretarys 
of the Navy & State going to wait on the President he 
also went for a few minutes. D"" T. engaged all the 
Evening in grinding white paint— M*" Stickney called, 
to let us know he was going to Baltimore tomorrow 
morning.— D"" T. commissioned him to purchase a pat- 
tern of Cloth for a Coat. After he went I finished 
reading a french tale— we went to bed between ten & 
eleven.— 

Sundav 2'^ Windv Dressed— & read all the mom- 
ing— After dinner went to M"" Ray's— drank tea & sat 
the evening.— They have removed, & M^ Law having 
let all his houses on the Capitol Hill, goes into the one 
they have quitted. 

Monday 3*^ Fine day Joe went to town to sell (for 
himself) the skin & fat of a horse which he found dead 
vesterdav.— 1)»^ D*^ went to the Office. Miss Hanson 

& Miss Cox walked here from George Town— Having 
ordered the Carriage to go to M^ Meredith's, we took 
them in; 1)*^ T. also went we stopped at M*" Peter's 
while the young Ladies went home— when the Carriage 
returned, we took M"" Law with us & called on M*** 
Meredith— they were out.— took up D"" T. from M^ 
Peters & returned home.— M"" Polock dined with us— we 
went to M*^ Knapp's— D*^ T. & M*^ P. played at back- 
gammon all the time we staid M"" Knapp was not at 
home.— D** T. went to Alexandria to the Races— M" 
Knapp came about noon (by invitation to dine) sent 
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to invite M^ Munroe's family to tea— they sent an ex- 
cuse. Invited M" Brown and family. 

Tuesday 4^*»— Sent for W™ Brent to dinner to join 
M^ Knapp— they came about two. M" Brown & Miss 
Brown & brother came also M"" Forrest— M"" Brent & 
Knap went away before tea. Had to send for M*" 
Knapp to M" Johnson to go home with his wife.— 

Wednesday 5 Fine mild day Sent Joe to look after 
the two Jennies.— M*" Forrest breakfasted with us— 
walked to a Store.— Soon after we returned M" Stod- 
dert & Miss Stoddert called.- After dinner M"" Win- 
stanley came, drank tea— M"" Forrest came and brought 
Gen* Hamilton's pamphlet, and had nearly read it 
thro' to us when D*" T. came home.— He was at a play 
whUe in Alexandria, and was all the time in company 
with the Treasurer M^ Meredith, whom went with him 
to dine at D^ Dick 's & Col : Sims, and they rode home 
together. 

Thursday 6^^ Fine day windy.— D"" T. went to the 
OflSce but finding that M"" Scott had not come he went 
again to Alexandria with M"" Brent— Mama & I with 
M^ Forrest went to George Town Rec^ from M^ Chan- 
dler 61 16/100 the Balance of two quarters' rent for 
our house— he having expended 53 in repairs & p^ 35$ 
before.— Our waggon came from the farm with Hay 
Oats &c— they began today to sow the wheat that came 
from Mr. Craufurd's, which owing to his manager's 
inattention never came till yesterday.— M*" & M" Peter 
walked here, and staid & took tea with us. M' Blodget 
arrived just as they came.— M^ & M" Peter went home 
in our carriage.— D^ T. came home late— he dined with 
a large party at M"" Herbert's, President of the Bank 
of Alexandria.— M"" Blodgett staid all night. 

Friday 7 Fine day After breakfast M^ Blodget & 
D"" T. went out— We went to George Town— returned 
14 
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about twelve.— D'' T. sent after a straining frame.— M' 
Stiekney and M^ Forrest came in the Evening.— 

Saturday 8^^^ D*- T. went to the Office.— M' Blodget 
called.— M^s Smith called— M*- Field & M*^ House called. 
—Waggon came down with wood.— Prepared to go 
[to] the farm, it was one Oclock by the time we sat 
out. [Farm] Very foggy with the appearance of 
Rain— Read & worked & at night played at draughts 
with my husband on my paper Table.— 

Sunday 9*^ D"" T. sent one of the boys up twenty 
miles to M"" Buxton about a manager.— Sent another to 
M^ Simpson farrier. I read all day in the works of 
M. de Florian.— When Joe returned he informed us 
that two houses in the City were burnt down last 
night— two of the best in the City.— M^ Simpson came 
in the Evening to see the Rockingham mare which has 
a fistula on the shoulder, owing to its being abused 
while at M"" Fitzhugh's.— Foggy all day, windy in the 
Evening.— 

Monday 10^^ Clear & windy. — [ City. ] Set off early 
& got to town before ten O'clock.— The houses are 
quite destroyed, one was a temporarj^ accommodation 
for the War Office— the other was not finished & in- 
habited by the man who built [it] & who was dying 
at the time of the fire & obliged to be moved out.— This 
is the third fire we have had in the Citv we were at the 
farm everx time.— A Bov came here to hire as a Waiter, 
he asked 9$ p^ Month. M^ Ray & Winstanley came, 
staid to dinner, also M"" Blodget.— D^ T— had the Car- 
riage after dinner & went with M"" Winstanley to fetch 
his trunks paintings &c.— Returned to tea.— Set up till 
near eleven O'clock— the Gentlemen amusing them- 
selves sketching. 

Tuesday 11**» Fine day Mama & I went to George 
Town.— Returned about one Oclock.— M>^ Field came 
to dinner. D^ T— at the President's Levee saw D' 
Putnam— He came here after dinner & he D*" T. & M"^ 
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Blodget walked to the Capitol. -M*- Field & Winstan- 
ley staid here. They all drank tea & set the Evening. 
— M*" Sticknev came also.— 

Wednesday 12**» Foggy D"" T. has invited company 
to Dinner.— Sent Joe to market— then to the farm to 
get things, and to bring down Sally in case Iris does 
not come.— The Waggon came with oats Wood &c & 
letter from Buxton that he is engaged. XI^ Winstan- 
ley went to George Town to spend the day with M^ 
Field.— Bought buckwheat Meal @ 4$ p*" C^^<^ Turkies 
@ 7$ M"" Blodget did not come to dinner.— D** T 
wrote an address for the Connnittee, to be presented 
to the President, & Houses of Congress,— M"" Blodget 
& Win— y came to tea.— M*" Stickney came & sat the 
Evening— Reading, working, & drawing.— Joe and 
Sally came down.— Joe brought the Jack Ass.— 

Thursday 13^^ Cold & windy D*- T— went to 
George Town, to take an acknowledgement called at 
M*^ Field 's-and he & M"" Blodget went to M^ Stod- 
dert's to dinner.— M^ Winstanley came home to dinner 
just as we had done.— Busy all day in preparing things 
for dinner tomorrow. M"" Blodget staid in town all 
night.— D^ T. came home about eight. M** Winstanley 
engaged in copying a play he has written. 

Friday 14 Cold & gloomy M"" Knapp & Col : Lear 
called while I was very busy having the table laid.— 
The gentlemen all came at three except M"" Law, M^ 
Stoddert, M"* Scott, Gen> Stone, & W Lee— but there 
were just enough for the tables.— Viz: M"" Walcott, M"" 
Dexter, & Gen» Marshall, M"" Meredith, M' Steele, M^ 
Xourse, Col : Burrowes, Gen^ Wilkinson, Commander 
of the American Army, M^ AVhite, Cap^. Tingey. They 
all went awav earlv but M*" Meredith— We had tea & 
Coffee down Stairs, & M"" AVinstanley & I played.— 

Saturday 15^*' Clear & Cold.— Putting things to 
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rights again— M" Scott & Daughter called & Miss Bur- 
ro wes; took them up stairs to see M^ Winstanley 's 
paintings— he is preparing the room to paint a land- 
scape for Dr T.— M^ Sam^ H. Smith came in with D' 
T. invited him & his wife to tea tomorrow.— We 
went to M" Brown's to tea— staid till nine o'clock. 

Sunday 16^^ Gloomy The gentlemen writing draw- 
ing &c.— Half after twelve O'clock— M" Adams just 
arrived.— M' Blodget went to visit M^ Meredith.— M^ 
Stickney called.— Read all day— M"* & W^ Smith did 
not come.— Sent the Jennies to the farm by Daniel. 

Monday 17*^ D"* T. at the OflSce all the morning- 
Hired a new come Irishman as a Gardiner &c @ 100$ 
pr Ann. Waggon came with Potatoes Corn &c.— M^ 
Blodget came just as we set down to dinner. First 
meeting of Congress.— D^ T. sent to borrow M" 
Brown 's backgammon table. He & M** Blodget played. 
— M^ Ray came in & he & D"" T. played— I began to 
learn. Rain & wind— M^ B. & D^ T. sat up late.— 

Tuesday 18^*^ Windy & cold Miss Polock & Miss 
Minus called about two O'clock. Taylor disappointed 
D^ T. in his Cloaths.— Joe hauling Coals which arrived 
yesterday.— M^ Liston & M^ Thornton his Secretary 
called.— M^ Field came here to get M^ Blodget to in- 
troduce him to the President, he had forgot the appoint- 
ment & did not come home 'till Evening. M"" Field 
dined with us D^ T. went with M^ White to the Levee. 
— M^ Forrest called. M^ Thomas a Senator from Penn- 
sylvania & his Son called to see the Plan of the Capitol. 
— M^ Ray came & drank tea.— M^ Winstanley went 
over to see Miss Brown.— Went to bed about eleven 
'clock. - 

Wednesday 19. Fine day. M'' Blodget & D^ T. went 
to the Office.— M^ AVinstanley writing.— Mama & I— 
went to M'*^ Peter's— found M^^ Tingey there— they 
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were all going to George Town & then to wait on M'^* 
Adams.— We waited on M*"® Dexter, then went to some 
Stores & returned to M'*^ Peter's & waited till she re- 
turned—Mama then went home in our Carriage & I in 
M''8 Tingey's to M" Adams's.— M" A. is a short lady; 
in person something like M''^ Washington— has a sen- 
sible look. Saw M"^ Adams & Miss Smith M" Adams's 
neice.— In coming away one of our horses wou'd not 
start & I got out of the Carriage & walked home.— On 
the way overtook M" Jackson & her son with his bride 
—they had alighted from their Carriage on account of 
their having driven into one of the ditches.— They walked 
home with me & sat some time.— After dinner the Gen- 
tlemen walked to Tunnecliffe's tavern to wait on M"" 
Liston.— I rec^ a letter from M" Rivardi mentioning' 
that her husband wou'd be here shortly.— Also received 
letters from Tortola— but nothing satisfactory.— 
Worked — played at Backgammon. — M"" Forrest 
called.— 

Thursday 20^^ Gloomy & cold Snow D«- T. & M^ 
Blodget went to the OflSce.— M"" Winstanley went to 
George Town to see M"" Moreton from New York whom 
I told him I saw at the President's yesterday. Wag- 
gon came down with potatoes &c— was obliged to have 
them put in the Cellar, cou'd not sell them in the neigh- 
borhood.— I began a letter to M" Rivardi. Wrote to 
Col: Thomason & M'^s M. Thomason & sent them in a 
letter from Mama to M^ Mackenzie at Phila* — M"" 
Blodget went to George Town— staid all night— M^^ 
Stickney & D' T. played at Backgammon. Clifden was 
brought home this Evening.— 

Friday 21«^ Cold.— Joe finished hauling our Coals, 
by his account 180 Bushels.— 1/10] p**- Bush: we are to 
give.— M"" Blodget came to dinner.— Heard that the 
President is to make his Speech tomorrow.— M"^ For- 
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rest here I played at draughts with him & M"" Win- 
stanley— then at Backgammon with D^ T.— M"" Blodget 
& Dr T played till late. 

Saturday 22 Cold & cloudy Had the Carriage & 
went about eleven o'clock to the Capitol, to hear the 
president make his Speech to both Houses— there were 
a great many People the Galleries were full— the 
Ladies sat and stood below on the same floor as the 
Senate &c.— It was made in the Senate Chamber, and 
the whole appearance was solemn and conducted with 
Order.— The pictures of the late King and Queen of 
France are hung up in the Senate Room.— Our neigh- 
bour Miss Brown & M"" Winstanley went in the Car- 
riage with us D*" T. and M"" Blodget walked.— We 
returned bv the Point & called on M" Ray.— Just after 
we got home M" Adams & Miss Smith came to return 
my visit. !> T shewed them the Plan of the Capitol. 
— Dr T & M^ AVinstanley went to George Town— M«" 
AV— V returned with M*" Field— IK T came about nine 
O'clock with M** Blodget— M'' Forrest & Stickney came 
M*" Field being engaged upstairs by M'^ Winstanley in 
hearing him read his play, made it so late that he staid 
all night. Went to bed about eleven. 

Sundav 23'i Verv cold. I)'' T. was at M*^ Stoddert's 
to take an acknowledgement (Jot a letter from his 
Aunt by the Packet. — M"" Winstanley painting— M' 
Forrest called.— M"" Blodget went out.— M"" Stoddert 
chilled.— IK T wrote by M*" Forrest to M"^ L. Berry to 
know if he wouM sell him some Tobacco. 

Cold & AVindv :N[ondav 24t»» M"- Field cxilled and 
borrowed of M*" Winstanley Oen^ Washington's picture 
by Stewart to copy in Miniature took my pallets & 
some ivory to prepare for me to try to i)aint in minia- 
ture.— M*^ Turner came down to know if we mean 
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to engage hiin again as manager.— Have not got one 
yet— 

Tuesday 25*^ Cold & Windy D"- T. went to the 
OflSce— M»* Winstanley went to George Town— M"" 
Blodget out also— We had the Carriage & went to M" 
Barry's who is very ill. To M*"* Tingey's, Dalton's & 
Simmons— returning went to a store near the Capitol 
—It is a better hardware store than any in George 
Town.— M*" & M'*^ Ray came before we went out & sat 
a little while.— M"- Phil: & ]\PCarty Fitzhugh came to 
dinner.— M"" Templeman & M*" Field came in the 
Evening— D'' T. went to the Assembly at Mr Stell's 
tavern— I did not know in time that he wou'd subscribe 
—price 15$.— M"" W. & B. went to bed about eleven, 
Mama & [I] sat up till ^ after one when D^ T. came 
home.— 

Wednesday 26^** Cold & gloomy Sent our Carriage 
for M" Ray to go with me to George Town.— Just as 
she came M" Lingan, Miss Henderson & Miss Pres- 
burv came, thev wanted me to introduce them to M" 
Adams, I changed my dress & went with them, but she 
was not at home. Returned & went with M" Ray to 
some Stores in George Town.— She staid to dinner— 
In the evening Mr Dawson M. C. & M"" Irwine came— 
Miss Brown & brother & M'^ Stickney came after tea. 
— M"" Irwine is a very intelligent young man & has 
travelled a good deal.— M" Ray went home in our Car- 
riage. M"" Blodget did not come till they were all gone. 
— D*" T. & he played two or three games at back- 
gammon 

Thursday 27 Fine mild day.— M"" Winstanley paint- 
ing.— M"" Forrest called— M*" Berry has offered his 
Tobacco to Chandler.— At work all the morning.— D"" 
T. came at one o'clock for us to go to see the chimney 
pieces at M"" Tayloe's house— We could not go, our Ser- 
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vant woman is sick. In the afternoon M"" Wolcott 
Secy of the Treasury came & drank tea with us. I 
copied a letter from D' T. to M^ Chorley.— M"^ Blodget 
writing also. M"" Stickney came and staid till ten 
Oclock.— 

Friday 28^^ Warm & cloudy The Gentlemen all 
went out.— Finished my letter to M''^ Rivardy, & copied 
again the letter to M"* Chorley.— M"" Winstanley re- 
turned to dinner went out again afterwards— D"" T. 
finished his letters & went to wait on M' Jefferson— & 
to M"" Barry's.— Sent the letters to the Post office viz: 
one to M^ Chorley to go by the Packet to New York, one 
to M" Rivardy at Albany one to M"" Mackenzie Phila* 
inclosing Bills of Exchange on D"" T.'s Aunt (Jane 
Thornton) for two hundred & thirty pounds Ster« with 
three letters of advice to her for him to sell in Phila* . — 
M"" Forrest & M^ AVinstanley playing at drafts.— D"" 
T. came home about nine 'clock. 

Saturday 29 Mild and pleasant D"" T. was with M' 
Winstanley who was painting all the morning— M"" 
Blodget came after breakfast— took D"" T.'s gun & 
went a shooting.— M^ Forrest & M*" Ray came.— M"" 
Blodget returned & he & D^ T. went to M' Meredith's 
to dinner.— M^ Winstanley went to George Town after 
dinner— Mama & I walked to M^ Peter's— the v were 
both gone to M"" Meredith's.— We returned immediately 
& called at M"" Munroe's— Mama rec*^ a letter from 
M"" Mackenzie inclosing some money for her & M" 
Robinson.— Sent the Carriage for the Gentlemen as the 
horses were ready harnessed, to have come for us to 
M*- Peter's.-Mr Blodget & IK T— played at back- 
gammon—went to bed at eleven. 

Sundav SO^J* (^old M"" (liristie & Col : Burrows called 
in the morning. D' T up witli Winstanley — M"" Blod- 
get went out.— Just at dinner time M"^ W went to 
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George Town— returned in the Evening— D*" T. wrote 
some Letters.— M^ Stickney came.— Cutting the neck 
of cut Glass Decanter off with a red hot poker.— 

Monday l^^^ December Cold.— M*" Winstanley went 
to Alexandria.— M' & M" Peter called on their way to 
M"" Law's— walking.— M^* Dexter returned our Visit. 
—Sent Daniel to the farm with the Jack.— M"^ Blodget 
came to dinner.— D*" T. went to George Town on busi- 
ness, did not come 'till we had dined.— M"" Turner 
came, & considers himself at liberty to quit the farm, 
as he says he engaged from the l®* Dec' not from 
Christmas as we understood.— M"" Blodget went to 
George Town— M"" Forrest & M' Stickney were here in 
the Evening.— 

Tuesday 2^ Cold D' T. went to the Office. -We 
walked to a shop near the hotel, when we returned 
found M' Forrest at our house, went over to M'^ 
Brown's & took Miss Brown with us to M"" Tavloe's 
House, to see the Chimney Pieces of artificial Stone.— 
M' Blodget went in search of M*" Stoddert & did not 
come in 'till we had just done dinner— He went after- 
wards to George Town.— Sent a Copy of the letter to 
Chorley to Baltimore.— D' T. playing at Draughts with 
M"" Forrest— 

Wednesday 3*^ Fine day Boy came from the farm 
—One of the Jennies bought at Mount Vernon died 
this morning.— Intended to have gone to George Town, 
but put it off 'till afternoon that D*" T. might go too— 
M"^ Blodget came & said that M^ Field wou'd come.— 
While we were dining M" Fitzhugh & Miss Fitzhugh 
came in on their way home from George Town— Eat a 
little & went on.— M"" Stickney went on our horse to 
Gen^ Forrest's to carry the petition to the Assembly 
for a direct road from the City to the Frederic road. 
M' Field brought the miniature of Gen* Washington 
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which he is painting from Stewart's Original, lent him 
by M'' Winstanley— It is a beautiful picture. D' T. 
received a packet from M'' R. H. Wilcocks Phi* con- 
taining the documents relative to M*" Bourke's Estate. 
— M"^ Field staid all night.— M'' Forrest drank tea here 
& M'' Stickney called. — 

Thursday 4*^ Kain M*" Field went after breakfast — 
The first Assembly in George Town tonight— Invita- 
tions were sent to the Ladies in the Citv.— As the man- 
agers of the City Assembly sent them to the Ladies of 
6 Town. The Gentlemen go by paying for the night 
only. M*" Blodget at home writing all day— D*' T. re- 
turned early from the Office.— M'' Blodget & D** T. went 
out a little before tea— D*" T. brought some News- 
papers with him from M"^ Munroe's.— M'' Forrest 
came.— D'' T. played at Backgammon with M'' B. & 
me.— Set up very late. 

Friday 5— Bain M"^ Blodget went to town.— 

Saturday 6 Cold D^ T. wrote a note to M"" Fitzhugh 
& I to M"^* Thornton which we sent by M'' Dan^ Brent 
D*^ T. went to see some of the members, & went to M*" 
Smith's & copied a part of a letter written some time 
ago respecting a monument in memorj' of Gen^ Wash- 
ington & had it put in M'' Smith's paper to which he 
subscribed.— Sent Joe to the farm with a note to be 
taken bv one of the bovs to M*" James White at Monoc- 
assy mill, respecting a manager.— and to know when 
he would send the horses we are to have to try. 
Joe & a boy came from the farm— Heard that 
Bishop Claggett lias a room in the Capitol to preach in. 
Jil"^ Turner came down to settle his Accounts.— Sent to 
invite M"" Blodget & Field to come to <iinner which they 
did about three O'clock — M"" Winstanley came back 
this Evening— tliey all slept here.— 

Monday 8 Cold & damp. :M'' Field & Winstanley 
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walked to George Town— Mama & I went in the Car- 
riage & on the way took in M^ Blodget & left him in 
Town.— Went to a few Stores— when we returned 
found a note from M^^ Thornton, saying they wou'd 
all come in tomorrow to go [to] the Assembly, and the 
little Jacket of which I wanted the pattern. Winstanley 
came to dinner.— Stickney & M"^ Forrest here in the 
Evening. — 

Tuesday 9^^ Fine day Sent Joe to town to get 
some Groceries & a Crape band for D'' T. to wear t6 
the Levee, M*" Adams's son in New York being dead. 
M" Fitzhugh M*- & M" Thornton & Miss Fitzhugh 
came about two O'clock.— D'' T. did not go to the 
Levee.— As soon as we had dined we went to dress, 
Miss Hanson came to go with us, drest & slept here 
with Miss Fitzhugh. M^ & M^^ Thornton slept here 
also, & M*" & M*"* Fitzhugh had a room at the tavern. 
— M'' Blodget came after dinner, also M'' J. Mason.— 
We were obliged to ask M^ Winstanley & Blodget to 
sleep at the Tavern, to accommodate M*" & M''^ Thorn- 
ton.— We had a very pleasant Evening— there were 39 
Ladies & a great many Gentlemen— We came home at 
two O'clock.— Mama had a bad cold & did not go with 
us.— 

Wednesday 10*^^ Fine day M^^^ Fitzhugh came to 
breakfast & went to see M"^^ Young— soon after they 
returned M"^^ Scott & Miss Marv & Miss Brown called 
to see them & invited them & us to tea tomorrow.— M*" 
My^ & Miss Nourse called to see us.— Gen* Smith & 
Van Cortland called.— M'' Blodget called in the morn- 
ing, went to the Capitol & call'd again after dinner.— 
Winstanley walked to George Town at night.— M" 
Fitzhugh & her Sister-in-law went to lodge at M" 
Young's— M*" Fitzhugh came to know where she was 
& follow 'd her.— M"^ Forrest & Stickney here in the 
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Evening. D^ T. bought two Gows, one with a Calf 
for 62$. Waggon came with Hay &c— Sent word to 
the Manager he wou'd give him 50£ next year. 

Thursday ll^^*^ Rain & gloomy. M^ & M" Thorn- 
ton & Miss Finch & I went to the Capitol to hear the 
Debates— we went into the Gallery & the Speaker sent 
a Member to invite us into the Lobby— Soon after we 
went down both House [s] adjourned.— We went also 
to look at the Senate Room— they had adjourned. M" 
Fitzhugh went to George Town on business returned 
about one O'clock— We gave them a cold snack & they 
all went home.— They sent excuses to M*"^ Scott— & to 
M'*^ Carroll's where they were invited to dinner.— D"" 
T. & M^ Winstanley had rode to the Eastern branch- 
returned to dinner— Had the Carriage got for him to 
take some of his things to M'' Ray's.— Stickney & M"" 
Forrest here.— D^ T. received a letter from M'' Mac- 
kenzie—he put the Bills into M"" Wells' hands. 

Friday 12*^^ Thursday Snowing Hailing • Blowing 
Raining— the morning & last night. M^ Winstanley 
went in a hack with some of his things to George Town. 
— D'' T. sent Joe to town on business.— A terrible 
stormy Day.— Accounts received that M^ Jefferson is 
chosen President— the Votes in S. Carolina determined 
it.— D^ T. walked to M" Burns where there was to have 
been a sale of Negroes, but it was postponed.— He went 
with M'* White to dine at Cap^ Tingey's.— M^ Stickney, 
Forrest and M^ Brown came in the Evening.— D^ T. 
played at backgammon with M"" Brown till after ten 
'clock. 

Saturday 13^^^ Very cold Waggon came down with 
Wood &c.— D^ T. walked to town with Cap*' Tingey & 
M^ Beall who called here first as he was going to ride. 
— M^ Blodget returned with him, & M^ Field & Win- 
stanley came to dinner. After dinner M^ Field, Blod- 
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get & D"^ T. set out to walk to the Capitol to see Gen* 
Lee— M"" Blodget returned. Gen* Lee called here, but 
did not stay 'till D*^ T. returned.— M*^ Forrest & M"^ 
Winstanley came in.— Field, Blodget & Winstanley 
staid all night.— 

Sunday 14^*^ Just as we were going to breakfast, 
M*" Winstanley went away offended with D"^ T. he had 
made a bargain last Wednesday for a lot &c— would 
not stand to it— D' T. thought himself ill used & said 
it was not honorable &c— & he went off. M'' Field & 
Blodget went after breakfast. D'' T. engaged in Writ- 
ing a letter to Gen* Lee respecting the Monument now 
undep consideration. Mama D"^ T. M*" Forrest & I 
walked to M'' Peter's on the wav called to visit M"" & 
M" Otis M. C. W^ Marshall— M'^s Davy Peter & M'^^ 
Johnson & family. Dined at M"^ Peter 's with M"^ Mere- 
dith & family. Carriage came for us & we got home 
about nine O'clock.— M*" Blodget & Forrest came just 
as we were thinking of going to bed.— 

Monday 15*** Fine day D"^ T. went to the Capitol 
to take his letter to Gen* Lee.— thence to a sale of Ne- 
groes over the Eastern Branch. M»'« Laird & her Sis- 
ter called.— M»'» Knapp called.— A M"^ Foxhall came 
to see M"" Blodget.— M"" Blodget went to George Town. 
—A Man came with a woman and child for Sale.— M*" 
Field called & left his miniature of Gen* W. here— 
Bought Winstanley 's horse sadle & bridle, for which 
he is to send him two miniatures one @ 50 the other 
@ 40$— He went in the Stage this morning.— M^ 
Forrest walked with us to a woman's of the name of 
Ray to enquire the Character of the negro woman, as 
we returned we met the man who had the selling of 
her, and told him we did not want her— M'"^ Kay did 
not speak well of her.— M"" Forrest & Stickney drank 
tea— D"" T. dined at M"^ T. Hanson's & was too late for 
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the Sale.-Dr T. rec^ a letter from M^ Wells Phila— 
Tuesday 16*^ Fine day M^ Oakley called-D^ T. 
paid him on acc^- of Lots bought of M" Bumes 150$— 
D^ T went td the OflSce— I began to try to copy the 
Head of Gen^ W. by M^ Field— was much interrupted 
by Turner & Beall coming.— D^ T. sent by M^ Munroe 
the order on Adam King George Town for the amount 
of the bill sold by M^ Wells $1044 /lOO to be paid in 
ten days.— D^ T. brought with him to dinner Presly 
Thornton.— After dinner he went, & D^ T. went to 
wait on M^ Jefferson— Went to the Levee this morning. 
— M^ Blodget & Field came.— D^ T. lost his horse and 
had to walk home.— Joe went & found it by [but?] 
without saddle or bridle.— M^ Forrest & Stickney 
called. M^ T. walked to & from Alexandria to day.— 
Wednesday 17 Very fine day Shewed the beginning 
I had made to M^ Field— I have begun with the wrong 
color.— He took the miniature with him— he is obliged 
to copy it this week. M^ Blodget went too.— Joe out 
all the morning seeking the saddle & bridle.— Found it, 
but the Woman wou 'd not let him have it, 'till we sent 
half a dollar for her negro man's taking, when if he 
had let it alone the mare wou'd have brought it with 
her.— D^ T. sent a note for it in the afternoon & they 
sent it home. He wrote to M^ Wells & M^ Mackenzie. 
— Play'd at draughts &c with M^ Forrest, Mama & 
self. The Kev<i M'^ Lyle called here to see M^ Blodget, 
sat some time— He is chaplain to Congress.— 

Thursday 18 Fine day D^ T. went to the Office 
returned soon, M^ Scott sick & M^ White gone home.— 
M'' Jefferson said he wou'd call this morning, but did 
not.— M^ Andrews came with D'* T. & brought some 
samples of his composition ornaments— D^ T. wanted 
to shew M'' Jefferson.— After dinner D^ T. went to see 
M^ Scott.— Horse threw him over her head by stum- 
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bling— fortunately did not hurt him.* M^ Forrest, 
Stiekney & Parson Moscrop called— Mama, M^ S. & I 
went to M'^s Brown's— when we returned found D*" T. 
& the Parson at backgammon.— He went soon after.— 
Read the Newspapers & in the works of Sir J. Reynolds. 

Friday 19 Fine day Windy-D^ T. set off with M^ 
W™- Brent, about one o'clock to go to M^ Rozier's over 
the Eastern Branch.— I began to copy the ground plan 
of the Capitol.— TVe had given them a cold Snack & 
were going to take a small dinner ourselves when M^ 
Champlin called.— I went to the door to see what the 
Servant was about so long, & was obliged to ask him 
in— Threw a table Cloth over our little dinner.— He was 
going to dine with the President & sat 'till it was time. 
—Sent Joe to the farm for Hay, Com &c. M'' Field 
called after dinner for a few minutes— There were fifty 
seven Ladies at the George Town Ball. M^ Stiekney 
& Forrest called— played at draughts with M^ Forrest. 
—Rain & wind in the night.— 

Saturday 20 Very fine day Bought a wooden tray 
of a Negro Man, who has purchased his freedom by 
making them & bowls at his leisure time.— General & 
M^^ Marshall returned our Visit.— Did all I cou'd with 
D'' T.'s directions to the plan of the Capitol.— Waggon 
came with hay &c.— The carriage Mares filly came in 
it & returned.— A team with a horse like our black Colt 
stopped at the door, the man ask[ed] 40£ for it. M^ 
Field & Blodget came in the Evening, M^ Stiekney 
called— M"- F. & B. staid all night.— 

Sunday 21^^ Fine day M'' Field went before break- 
fast & M^ B. after.— Many people went to Church at 
the Capitol— D'^ T. came home, just as we set down to 
dinner— At M*" Hanson's request wrote some verses 
for the Printer's Boy at Christmas.— Wrote a note to 
M'^ Law respecting the monument.— 
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Monday 22 *Rain in the morning early Fine day 
Kose very late— Two men came wanting to be mana- 
gers— D*' T. went to the Office— then to the Capitol. — 
Waited dinner till four Oclock. M*" Chichester came 
with him.— He gave him an order on Adam King for 
200$ for a pair [of] Mules bought some months ago. — 
M*" Blodget came in the afternoon. 

Tuesday 23^ Fine day D"* T. went to the Capitol 
& Navy Yard— Engaged a manager John Wilburn @ : 
40£ a year.— Waggon came with Corn &c.— M"* Field 
came and brought his Cloaths &c to stay some time 
with us. M'' Jefferson called while D*" T. was out.— 
Colonel Menges & another gentleman called to see M*" 
Blodget —prepared to go to the Assembly.— M' Scott 
very ill. M" Tingey was going to M*"® Peter's I got 
her to enquire if Miss Meredith's were going to the 
Assembly on her return, she brought me a note from 
them saying that their Coachman was sick, I wrote to 
offer ours but thev were afraid to trust him with their 
horses as they are young.— In the afternoon M' Field 
walked to town & said he wou'd bring a hack. Re- 
turned on his own horse, cou'd not get one.— Joe 
thought of putting his horse with ours in the Carriage 
which did very well.— M'' Field Went with us.— There 
were about 27 Ladies.— Returned a little after twelve. 
— Xot so agreeable as the last.— 

Wednesdav 24<^*^ Fine dav D^ T. went to see M' 
Scott.— Sent Joe to town to get raisins, flour &c.— D'^ 
T. retunied about one o'clock, left M"" Scott very ill, 
he is quite insensible.— Got a letter of an old date from 
D*" Dawson. M*" Field copying the miniature of Gen' 
Washington. Sent Joe to see how M'' Scott is, & to 
ask the man who has the black horse to bring it liere 
tomorrow.— M*" Scott no better, the man is gone to 
Frederic— D*^ T. writing more verses, for the Printer's 
Boy. Set up late.— Played at backgammon.— 
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Thursday 25 Fine day Another fine day— the 
weather has been delightful for some time past— Poor 
M^ Scott died this morning.— He is a great loss both 
as a public & private man.— He leaves a Wife & seven 
Children.— M'' Stoddert stopped at the door, D"" T. 
went with him to Church at the Capitol— He after- 
wards went to see M'' Jefferson.- Returned to .dinner. 
— M'' Stickney called invited to dinner, but he was 
going a shooting.— M"^ Field painting.— M'' Blodget 
went out but returned to dinner.— D*" T. wrote to M'^ 
White.— In the Evening the Gentlemen were all draw- 
ing writing &c & I playing when M"^ Harper called.— 
He sat till eleven o'clock.— Did not get to bed till near 
one.— 

Friday 26*^^ Fine day The new manager went up 
to the farm to see it, to set in on Monday.— D"^ T. went 
to attend M'' Scott's funeral— he is to be buried at his 
farm in Virginia.— Had the drawing Boom prepared 
for M*" Field to paint in as he expected M'' Harper to 
set this morning.— M"^ Blodget making a sketch of D"^ 
T.'s plan for our University on Peter's Hill.— M"^ 
Oswald came to set for his picture & about one o'clock 
M"^ Harper came.— M"^ Blodget went out & returned to 
dinner. D*" T. went all the way [to M"" Scott's farm 
in Virginia] & did not return 'till Evening was much 
fatigued. — 

Saturday 27^^^ Rain D"- T. had his horse at the 
door to go to the farm but the clouds had the appear- 
ance of Rain & he put it off.— Walked with M*" Blodget 
to M" Burne's.— M"" & M" Ray, & Louisa came, they 
walked, so that we were obliged to ask them to stay to 
dinner— M*" Harper came to set for his picture & as it 
began to rain & was late D"^ T. invited him also.— M"^ 
Blodget went to town & did not return 'till Evening.— I 
played a little.— M"" Harper went before tea— M"" & M''^ 
15 
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Eay went in our Carriage.— Went to bed a little earlier 
than common.— 

Smiday 28^ Rain Rain all day— Boy came from 
farm with butter &c. M*" Field painted a little— M' 
Blodget wrote I read. In the Evening copied an an- 
them which M'' Stickney brought.— M^ F. went out 
after dinner to see a M*" Cox.— M*" Blodget wrote the 
notes of one he recollected called Poole & composed by 
a Blacksmith in New England.— Went to bed about 
eleven. 

Monday 29th Fine day D"- T. went to the Office— 
M*" Blodget to town.— M*" Field returned about 10 
o'clock.— M*" Oswald came to set.— The man came to 
go to the farm.— M^ Cox came to see M*" Field— brother 
to M" Tench Cox &c.— A handsome young man.— 
Sent Joe to enquire how M'*^ Scott & family are. M"^ 
Blodget returned to dinner.— M*" Field went to town 
returned in the Evening.— Clear & cold 

Tuesday SO^hCold M^ Field went to town early & 
returned to breakfast. D'' T. wrote to the Re\^ M"" 
Gardiner & to Maj*" Rivardy.— Settled with M"" Turner. 
— M*" Beall came & wanted to rent our land again.— M' 
Field & D'^ T. went to the Levee.— M^ Field went out 
to visit a M^8 Brown— & Miss Hari>er.— M*" Cox called 
while he was gone & sat a while— M^ Forrest came.— 
M^ Field came home after I had gone to bed.— 

Wednesday ^\^^ Cold M*^ Harper came before we 
had breakfasted.— M^ Cox came, D^ T. invited him 
to stay [to] dinner by M*" Field went with him.— D' 
T. went to dinner at M*" Nourse's— M*" Blodget dined 
with us.— M'* B. & F. walked to town in the Evening & 
returned again. 
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COMMUNICATIONS MADE TO THE COLUMBIA 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

(Continued from Page 255, Vol. 9.) 

1906. 

Jan. 8. The Significance of Lewis and Clark in American 

History. Dr. James K. Hosmer. Unwritten. 
Feb. 12. Gaps in the Published Records of the History of the 

United States. Dr. John P. Jameson. Printed 

in Amer. Hist. Review, for July, 1906. 
Mar. 12. Life and Times of Ann Royall. Miss Sarah Harvey 

Porter. Published in this volume. 
Sketch of the old Calvert Mansion. W. J. Wilson. 
Apr. 9. Tree Culture, or a Sketch of Nurseries in the Dis- 
trict. John A. Saul. Published in this volume. 
May 14. A Ramble along the Boundary Lines of the District 

of Columbia with a Camera. Fred E. Woodward. 

Published in this volume. 
Nov. 13. Extracts from the Diary of Mrs. Wm. Thornton for 

the year 1800, culled by Mrs. Jeannie Tree Rives. 

Diary published, in full, in this volume. 
Dec. 10. Letters, Authors and Newspapers. George Alfred 

Townsend. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COLUMBIA HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY. 



84th meeting. January 8, 1906, 

The communication of the evening was by Dr. James K. 
Hosmer, without notes, upon **The sigmificance of Lewis and 
Clark in American history." The subject was discussed by 
Messrs. Spofford, Br>'an and Kasson, and listened to by about 
50 members and guests. The evening being inclement and 
but a small proportion of members present, on motion of 
Mr. M. I. AfVeller, the Annual fleeting was postponed. Presi- 
dent Kasson occupied the chair. 

85th meeting. February 12, 1906, 

Dr. John F. Jameson, chief of the Bureau of Historical 
Research, Carnegie Institution, presented the communication 
taking for his theme **Gaps in the Published Records of the 
History of the United States." The subject was discussed 
by Vice-Presidents Hagner and Spofford, the latter presiding 
after President Kasson was compelled to withdraw on account 
of another engagement. Present about 75 members and 
guests. 

The evening closed with reports and annual elections; Dr. 
Tindall and Col. Flint acting as tellers. 

86th meeting, March 12, 1906. 

**The Life and Times of Ann RoyalK' was the subject 
selected by Miss Sarah Harvey Porter, and her communica- 
tion was read by Professor Edward M. Gallaudet, President 
Columbian Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, while ^lessrs. 
W. B. Bryan and M. I. Weller contributed additional items 
of interest concerning ilrs. Royall. 

By invitation of the Society, Col. W. J. AVilson, of Texas, 
read a short sketch of the old Calvert Mansion, at Riverdale, 
ild., now the home of the American Historical Congress. The 
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subject was discussed by Professor Gallaudet and President 
Hagner. 

There were present about 140 members and guests with 
President Hagner in the chair. 

d7th meeting. April 9, 1906, 

About 35 members and guests listened to a communication 
by Mr. John A. Saul, upon **Tree Culture, or a Sketch of 
Nurseries in the District of Columbia," which called forth 
an animated discussion participated in by Messrs. Bryan, 
Bundy, Hagner, Weller, Granger, Dr. Lamb and Mrs. M. 
S. Beall. 

Judge Bundy called attention to the fact that since the 
Parking Commission has ceased to exist, the trees of Wash- 
ington were not receiving the careful attention they did in 
times past. Mr. John Tileston Granger moved that the 
Columbia Historical Society, individually and as a body cor- 
porate, should interest themselves in the planting and preser- 
vation of shade trees throughout the District, and in bringing 
the matter, when practicable, to the attention of Congress. 

President Hagner occupied the chair, and at his request, 
the Secretary read a series of resolutions upon the withdrawal 
of the Hon. John A. Kasson from the active management of 
the Society. 

8dth meeting. May 14, 1906. 

In the presence of about 175 members and guests with 
President Hagner in the chair, Mr. Fred E. Woodward pre- 
sented the communication of the evening under the title of 
**A Ramble along the Boundary Lines of the District of 
Columbia with a Camera,'' illustrating his remarks with lan- 
tern slides made from photographs taken by himself during 
his rambles. The subject was discussed by Messrs. Weller, 
Hagner, Bundy, Granger, Merritt and Kasson. 

Judge Bundy moved that the President of the Society be 
requested to prepare a suitable memorial to Congress, calling 
attention to these stones and asking that proper steps be taken 
to preserve or replace them. Ex-President Kasson offered the 
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amendment that a copy of the valuable communication ac- 
company the memorial. Amendment accepted. 

Vice-President Spofford read a letter from Mr. Max Lans- 
burgh calling attention to the fact that the date of our meet- 
ing was the one hundredth anniversary of the death of Robert 
Morris, statesman, patriot, and financier of the Revolution. 
Dr. Spofford added some appropriate remarks, as did also 
Miss Elizabeth Bryant Johnston. 

89th meeting, November 13, 1906. 

Mr. W. B. Bryan as Chairman of Committee on Communi- 
cations, spoke briefly of Dr. William Thornton, architect of 
the Capitol, and his wife who in 1800 began a diary which 
ran consecutively for that year and intermittently for the 
following years until about 1845. 

Mrs. Jeannie Tree Rives had culled interesting extracts 
from the record for 1800 which, at her request, were read by 
the Secretary. Miss Virginia Miller exhibited two water- 
color sketches made by Mrs. Thornton in 1802. 

Vice-President Barnard contributed a sketch of the Thrus- 
ton family, while giving to the Society the diary or common- 
place book of Judge Buckner Thruston. 

The remainder of the evening was devoted to social inter- 
course, during which a buffet supper was served. 

Present about 125 members and guests, with President 
Hagner in the chair. 

9()ih meeting. December 10, 1906. 

Under the title of ** Letters, authors and newspapers,'* Mr. 
George Alfred Townsend made the communication of the 
evening and the subject was discussed by Messrs. Spofford 
and Bryan. 

A memorial tribute to the late Lewis J. Davis, a member 
since December, 1894, and one of the Board of Managers 
since February, 1897, was presented by the President, while 
Mr. John Taylor Arms offered appreciative remarks, slimming 
up his estimate of his dead friend by saying that Mr. Davis 
had '*the mind of a man, the heart of a woman, the soul of a 
16 
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little child.'' Extemporary tributes to the worth of Mr. 
Davis were made by Mr. Albion K. Parris, Mr. W. B. Bryan, 
Miss E. B. Johnston and Mr. M. I. Weller. 

Present about 50 members and guests, with President Hag- 
ner in the chair. 



Letter from the Hon. John A. Kasson on the Expira- 
tion OF His Ninth Term as President of the 
Columbia Historical Society. 

Washington, D. C, February 12th, 1906. 
To the Columbia Hsitorical Society, Washington: 

I thank you heartily for your confidence shown in me by 
my re-election, so many times, to the honorable oflSce of your 
President. I have been so much an invalid, during the last 
four years, that I have not been able to do my full duty by 
the Society. Many things that your President should have 
done, have remained undone ; not by his will but by reason of 
his infirmities. 

I think the time has come when my resignation should be 
accepted, and a more vigorous President elected in my place. 
The interests of the Society seem to me to demand it. My 
deep interest in the Society will remain, and myself— when 
health permits— will be present at its meetings. But its more 
important interests should be in other hands. I, therefore, 
decline a renomination to the office. 

Very sincerely and gratefully yours, 

John A. Kasson. 

On motion of Mr. M. I. Weller, the Chair appointed Messrs. 
M. I. Weller, Allen C. Clark and W. B. Bryan, a committee 
of three, to draft a suitable reply to the letter of our retiring 
President. 

Washington, D. C, April 9th, 1906. 

Whereas, The Honorable John A. Kasson has been Presi- 
dent of the Columbia Historical Society since February 1st, 
1897, by unanimous selection ; and 
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Whereas, During these many years he has gained and re- 
tained admiration and esteem by his sterling traits of char- 
acter, his unceasing attention to the interests of the Society 
and by his urbanity on all occasions; and 

Whereas, He has expressed his firm determination to re- 
tire from the position which he has so adorned; and under 
no circumstances be induced to accept another term ; be it 

Resolved, That the Columbia Historical Society tender to 
its distinguished and kind friend, heartfelt appreciation of 
his disinterested and effective labors in promoting the objects 
of the Society ; and that it express, in behalf of every one of 
its members, the fervent prayer that he may be spared for 
many years and enabled to be present at its meetings and 
participate in its deliberations; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be inscribed upon 
the minute-book of the Society and an engrossed copy be de- 
livered to our cherished associate, 

THE HONORABLE JOHN A. KASSON. 



IX MEMORIAM-LEWIS J. DAVIS. 



Minute on the Death of Lewis J. Davis, Prepared by 
President Hagner and Read to the Society, 

December 10, 1906. 

The Columbia Historical Society desires to spread upon its 
minutes its recognition of the great loss it has sustained in 
the death of our valued fellow-member, the late Lewis John- 
son Davis. The prominent position he had held for so many 
years, and the high regard entertained for him in this com- 
munity, have called forth so many expressions of regret for 
his loss, and of admiration of his high qualities, that little 
need be added in this minute except to advert to a few inci- 
dents of his busy and valuable life, and to speak of his par- 
ticular relations to the Society. 

A Washingtonian by birth and life-long residence, at an 
early age he became associated with his grandfather, Lewis 
Johnson, in the banking-house of Lewis Johnson & Company. 
Upon the death of Mr. Johnson, Mr. Davis became the prin- 
cipal of the firm. It always maintained a high character for 
integrity and conservatism, and has come to be one of the 
oldest establishments of that description in Washington City, 
and is still in active business under the charge of a former 
partner of Mr. Davis. 

A few years ago Mr. Davis withdrew from the firm, and 
from active financial business. But it was impossible for him 
to remain unemployed, and he was always busy.; though his 
chief business occupations from that time were connected 
with church and charitable work, and with associations like 
our own. 

After the close of the Civil War, it became desirable to 
change the form of the municipal government in the District 
of Columbia; and a committee of one hundred persons was 
selected from the most respectable residents to cooperate with 
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the committees of the two Houses of Congi'ess in plauuiug the 
desired changes. Mr. Davis was chosen as one o£ the com- 
mittee of one hundred, and his services were recognized to 
have been most valuable in the performance of the work 
assigned. 

For a great many years he was a Vestryman and Warden 
of the Church of the Epiphany and might well have been 
called one of the "pillars of the church." On the creation 
of the Diocese of Washington, he was elected one of the com- 
mittee and the Treasurer of the Episcopal Fund; and he con- 
tinued to perform the duties of these places faithfully up to 
the time of his death. The adjustment of the funds between 
the old and the new diocese, and the arrangement of the in- 
vestments were matters of considerable difficulty, and his 
services were very valuable in both capacities. 

His aid in charitable matters of various descriptions was 
always efficient and there were few useful public enterprises 
during this time in which he was not concerned. 

The Columbia Historical Society was incorporated in April, 
1894, and Mr. Davis was elected to active membership in 
December of the same year. In 1897 he was elected one of 
the Board of Managers, and he has ever since continued to 
hold that position. Few members of the Society have been 
more interested in its welfare than he. He has always been 
placed on important committees, and ojir comfort and success, 
in large measure, is due to his intelligent and industrious 
attention. His hospitality, on repeated occasions to the mem- 
bers of the Society and its visitors has been in keeping with 
that general feature of his character. No one of our members 
could be more missed than he will be. 

Until about two years ago he appeared a.s strong and vigor- 
ous as any man of his three score and ten years. But then, 
as une.tpectedly as a lightning-bolt falls from the sky, came 
the startling announcement from his physician that he had 
been attacked by a serious disorder threatening a fatal and 
speedy termination. He bore the terrible announcement with 
Ilia usual calmness, as he afterwards submitted to the sur- 
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geon's knife with his accustomed fortitude: and few, ob- 
serving his serenity and the absence of complaint, would have 
supposed that he was at all aware of the extent of the impend- 
ing calamity. 

For the greater part of his married life he had experienced 
the pain of witnessing the continued ill-health of his wife, and 
had ministered to her suffering with unfailing tenderness. 
But now the conditions were reversed, and the affectionate 
wife became the faithful nurse of her former attendant. But 
domestic tenderness and professional skill alike proved vain. 
He had been trained by his religious life to bear aflSic- 
tions with the patience of a true Christian, for those who 
knew him best felt he deserved that encomium. And so, when 
the time had come for his departure, he knew how to render 
with resignation, 

**His pure soul unto his Captain Christ, 
Under whose colors he had fought so long. * * 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IN REFERENCE TO 

THE MARKING OF HISTORICAL PLACES IN 

THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 

Washington, D. C, December 8, 1906. 
To the Board of Managers of the Columbia Historical Society: 

The committee to which was referred the letter of Hon. 
George Peabody Wetmore, Chairman of the joint committee 
of the 59th Congress on the Library, addressed to the Presi- 
dent of the Society and requesting suggestions **as to the 
places to be marked and as to the manner of marking" his- 
torical places in the District of Columbia, by the erection of 
suitable tablets, submits the following report : 

The committee after due consideration of the subject has 
reached the conclusion that among historical places in the 
District of Columbia worthy of being so marked may be men- 
tioned the following: 

1. Northwest corner of Maryland Avenue and 2nd Street, 
Northeast. The British army on its entrance into the city 
by way of Maryland Avenue, Augiust 24, 1814, was fired upon 
from a private residence located on that site. The invaders 
retaliated by burning down the house. 

2. Southwest corner of 1st and A Streets, Northeast. Site 
of Old Capitol Prison. The building was erected in the year 
1814-15 by citizens of Washington for the use of Congress 
and was occupied by that body for several years. From ii 
portico over the 1st Street entrance Mr. Monroe delivered his 
inaugural, the first time such an address was made in the 
open air. 

3. Northwest corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and 19th 
Street, Northwest. In the house still standing on this site 
lived President Madison 1814-17. 

4. Northeast corner of 11th and C Streets, Northwest. Site 
of the first building erected in this city for use as a theater. 
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• 

Afterwards it became the Washington Assembly Rooms and 
Carusi 's. 

5. M Street, near the bridge over the Potomac. The resi- 
dence and adjoining law ofiSces of Francis Scott Key, author 
of the **Star Spangled Banner." Mr. Key, it is said, while 
living in this house, visited the fleet of Admiral Cockburn in 
the Paxtuent to secure the release of his friend Dr. Beane. 
He was held on one of the vessels until after the attack upon 
Fort McHenry at Baltimore, and during the bombardment 
composed this national hymn. 

6. Adams building 1333 F Street, Northwest. On the site 
of this building stood the house owned and occupied by John 
Quincy Adams both before and after he served a term as 
President of the United States. 

7. Northwest comer of Pennsylvania Avenue and 2nd 
Street, Northwest. Site of the first steam railroad station. 

8. 7th Street, between E and F Streets, Northwest. On the 
west side, about midway in the block. Site of first telegraph 
ofSce. 

9. Northeast corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and 2l8t 
Street, Northwest. Site of the Franklin Hotel where Lafay- 
ette stayed in 1824. The house was originally kept by Wil- 
liam O'Neale, whose daughter Peggy married Mr. Eaton, the 
Secretary of War in the Cabinet of President Jackson, and 
who was the cause of a social and political upheavel in Wash- 
ington. 

10. West side of North Capitol Street, near C Street. On 
the site of this building President Washington built two 
houses which were burned by the British soldiers and subse- 
quently rebuilt. 

11. The Vamum Hotel, west side of New Jersey Avenue, 
near C Street, Southeast. In this building lived Thomas 
Jefferson while he was Vice-President and continued his resi- 
dence there for a few weeks after he was inaugurated Presi- 
dent on the 4th of March, 1801, and until the President's 
house could be prepared for his use. 

12. North side of E Street, between 7th and 8th Streets, 
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Northwest. On a portion of the site now occupied by the 
South front of the building formerly known as the Post OflBce 
Department building, stood a structure originally called Blod- 
get's Hotel. It was occupied by Congress in the fall of 1814 
and the following spring. 

The appropriation named of five hundred dollars is, of 
course, not large enough to mark all such historical places, for 
which reason the committee confines its recommendations to 
the above limited number. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

W. B. Bryan, 
Hugh T. Taggart, 
Allen C. Clark, 
James D. Morgan, 
M. I. Weller, 
Committee on Communications, 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER, 1906. 

Dr. 

Balance last report $1094.46 

Received from dues 855.00 

Received from publications 40.50 

$1989:96 

Cr. 

Expenses $ 827.87 

Balance 1162.09 

$1989.96 
Respectfully submitted, 

Wm. a. Mearns, 

Treasurer, 
Audited and found correct, 

Albion K. Parris, 

CuAs. P. Williams. 
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THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE RECORD- 
ING SECRETARY, 1906. 



To the President and Members of the Cohimbia Historical 

Society: 

The Recording Secretary submits this the Thirteenth An- 
nual Report, beginning with the 84th meeting, January 8» 
1906, and ending with the 90th meeting, December 10, of the 
same year. 

The losses this year through death, resignation and other 
causes, have outnumbered the new members added during the 
same time, so that the Secretary's mailing-list shows only 237 
paying members. 

The Board of Managers has held 9 meetings, with an 
average attendance of 9 members. The Society has held 7 
meetings in the Banquet Hall of the Hotel Shoreham, at 
which the average attendance has been about 97, a curious 
fact that shows that while the Society has been decreasing in 
membership, the interest manifested in its meetings has been 
steadily increasing. 

November 13th, the Society gave its first social evening 
function, in the shape of a reception and buflfet lunch to its 
members and their friends, an innovation that seemed to give 
much pleasure to those participating. 

The current volume of The Records besides its valuable 
reading matter, presents 7 illustrations, reproductions of very 
old pictures and manuscripts. 

In conclusion the Secretary wishes to call attention to the 
gift to the Society by Vice-President Barnard of the manu- 
script common-place book or diary of Judge Buckner Thrus- 
ton. In his inaugural address, our first President, Dr. J. M. 
Toner, said: ** Memorandums, diaries, journals, ledgers, deeds, 
wills, legal documents, records of courts and public meetings. 

petitions, remonstrances, resolutions, etc., all may be, at some 
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time or other, of special value and are at least worthy of 
examination, and, if not wholly commonplace, deserve a lodg- 
ment in the archives of an historical society.*' The Columbia 
Historical Society offers not only a lodgment but an apprecia- 
tive welcome to any book, map, picture, document or manu- 
script bearing upon the history of our beloved country. 

Faithfully, 

Mary Stevens Beai^l, 
Recording Secretary. 

February 11, 1907. 



THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CURATOR. 



To the President and Members of the Columbia Historical 

Society: 

I band you herewith my thirteenth annual report as Cur- 
ator of the Society. 

Nothing has been purchased for the library during the 
year. 

The following have been acquired by gift or exchange : 

Washington Directory for 1843. Presented by Mr. 
Samuel C. Mills. 

Several hundred newspaper clippings relating to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Presented by Miss Cordelia Jackson. 

Thornton, William. Mode of teaching the Surd or Deaf 
and Dumb to speak. Presented by Mr. John Hitz. 

Thruston, Hon. Buckner, Manuscript diary, or common- 
place book. Also a typewritten copy. Presented by Hon. 
Job Barnard. 

Missouri Historical Review. Vol. 1, No. 1. 8°. Octo- 
ber, 1906. 

Washington Historical Quarterly. Vol. 1, No. 1. Oc- 
tober, 1906. 

Texas State Historical Association. Vol. X, No. 1. 8°. 
July, 1906. 

Southern History Association. Publications of the So- 
ciety for 1906. In exchancre with the Association. 

New York Public Library, Bulletins of. Issued in 1906. 
12 Nos. In exchantre with the Library. 

Public Doci'ments, Catalogue of. Presented by the 
Superintendent of Documents. 

Iowa Grand Lodge of Freemasonry. Quarterly Bul- 
letins for 1906. In exchantre with the Grand Lod^e. 

Kansas State Historical Society. Vol. IX, 1905-6. 
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Also 15th Biennial Report, 1905-6. In exchange with the 
Society. 

Report on Methods of Organization and Work by State and 
Local Historical Societies. Presented by Prof. Reuben G. 
Thwaites, Chairman. 

Referances on Anglo-Saxon interests. Also Discussions of 
the 14th and 15th Amendments with special reference to 
Negro Suffrage. Presented by the Library of Congress. 

Fr. Sebastian Rasle, by Rev. A. T. Conolly. In exchange 
with New Eng. Catholic Historical Society. 

Cambridge Historical Society. Proceedings from June, 
1905 to April, 1906. Presented by the Society. 

During the year I have received and turned over to the 
Treasurer $40.00 for copies of our publications sold, and by 
direction of the Board have other wise disposed of three copies 
of Volume 9, and one copy of Volume 6. 

Respectfully sumbitted, 

James P. Hood, 

Curator. 
Washington, D. C, 

February 11, 1907. 



REPORT OF THE CHRONICLER. 

PRINCIPAL LOCAL EVENTS OF THE YEAR 1906. 

The Chronicler submitted the following report : 
1906. 
Jan. 5. Mrs. Minor Morris ejected by the police from the 

Executive Offices. 
Jan. 24. Freer art collection accepted by Smithsonian regents. 
Feb. 1. District Commissioner Henry L. West confirmed by 

the Senate for a second term. 
Feb. 2. Wm. W. Hamilton, colored, executed for murder. 
Apr. 3. William H. Delacy appointed judge of the recently 

authorized Juvenile Court which was formally 

opened July 2d. 
Apr. 14. Corner stone of House Office building laid. 
May 9. District Commissioner Henry B. F. Macfarland en- 
tered upon his third term. 
June 13. Police census gives District population as 325,435. 
June 24. Benjamin F. Barnes confirmed as postmaster of the 

city vice John A. Merritt. 
July 2. Board of Education appointed under the new law. 
July 16. Jobbers and Shippers Association formed to promote 

the commercial interests of the city. 
July 31. Corner stone of Senate Office building laid. 
Aug. 11. William E. Chancellor selected superintendent of 

public schools. 
Sept. 1. Associate Justice Charles M. Duell of the Court of 

Appeals resigned. Charles H. Robb appointed to 

fill the vacancy. 
Oct. 8. First issue of the Washington Herald, a morning 

penny paper. 
Oct. 24. First train passed through the tunnel under First 

Street east. 
Nov. 16. Charles E. Grant, colored, executed for munler. 
Dec. 15. Long Bridge no longer used and new Highway 

Bridge takes its place. 
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NECROLOGY. 

1906, March 1st J. W. Babson. 

1906, March 16th Samuel H. Kauffman. 

1906, April 6th Weston Funt. 

1906, April 12th Rev. Leonidas E. Coyle. 

1906, June 4th Daniel B. Clarke. 

1906, July 16th Walter W. Burdettb. 

1906, July 17th Frank Hume. 

1906, September 6th Lewis J. Davis. 

1906, November 2d Rev. Robert R. Howison. 
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Pinckney, Gen 166, 171 

Pinckney, Gen. and Mrs 174 

Plants, West Indian, Dr. Thornton's drawings of, 157, 160, 203 

Plater, John 99, 108, 110 

Plater, Mr. and Mrs. J 187 
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Plater, Mr 194 

Plater, Mr. and Mrs 189 

Play. See Theatre. 

Polock, David 159 

Polock, Miss Hannah 101 

Polock, Isaac 160, 186, 205 

Polock, Mr., 100, 101, 103, 106, 111, 113, 122, 127, 132, 143, 164, 165, 

168, 169, 170, 179, 181, 186, 194, 195, 208. 

Polock, Mrs 122 

Polock, Miss 212 

Polock, The Misses 104, 118, 122, 123, 143, 159, 186, 196 

Polocks, The 196 

Porter, Mr. (Alexandria) 123, 128 

Porter, Miss Sarah Harvey, Communication by 1 

Post Office moved to General Post Office 203 

Potomac Company 91, 98 

Potts, Mrs 175 

Powers, Mr 118, 121, 126, 129, 131, 137, 138, 144, 169, 171 

Presbury, Miss 215 

President's House, 101, 119, 120, 124, 129, 137, 148, 151, 153, 155, 166, 

181, 187, 191, 192, 208. 

Price, Miss 192 

Proceedings of the Society, 1906 239 

Putnam, Dr 210 

Quarrier, Mr. ( Richmond ) 174 

Ramsay, Mrs 175 

Ray, Mr., 104, 109, 114, 149, 151, 166, 172, 173, 177, 178. 186, 190, 191. 

193, 197, 198, 200, 202, 203, 205, 208, 210, 212, 216, 220. 

Ray, Mrs 92, 100, 132, 177, 186, 206, 214, 215, 221 

Ray, Mr. and Mrs 151, 165, 201, 215, 225, 226 

I Ray, Miss] Louisa 225 

Reinagle, Mr. (actor) 180, 191 

Report of the Chronicler 255 

Report of the Committee on markin<r historic ^pot-* 247 

Report of the Curator 250 

Report of the Recording Secretar}- 251 

Report of the Treasurer 253 

Ridley. Mr 124 

Ringgold, 1 03 

Ringgold, Mr 92, 93, 106, 108, 114. 122, 137. 182 

Ringgold, Tench 106, LIO, 120, l33, 206, 207 

Ringgold, T. and S 180 

Rivardi, Maj. (Niagara) 100. 106, 11,3, 124, 145, 163, 182, 226 

Rivardi, Mrs. (Rivaroy) 142, 146. 213, 216 
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Rives, Mrs. Jeannie Tree 88, 238 

Robb, Mr. (Baltimore) 97, 110, 123, 130 

Robinson, Mrs 123, 124, 125, 190, 205, 206, 216 

Rogers, Major ; 188 

Royar, Ann, The life and times of, 1. Traveler and journalist, 2. 
Three causes she championed, 3. Her parentage and date of 
birth, 4. Conjectures as to father's lineage, 5. Learns to read 
and sees the Star Spangled banner, 6. Privations of childhood ; 
her first meeting with Royall, 7. Her marriage, 8. Her per- 
sonal appearance; course of reading, 9. Death of husband; 
travels through the South, 10. Extracts from letters to a 
friend, 11, 12. Loses her fortune and is hospitably entertained 
at Alexandria, 13. Publishes first book; comes to Washington, 
14. Free masonry, gas and railroading, 15. New Yorkers in 
1825, 16. Faults and excellencies of her literary style, 17. Her 
part in the theological disputes of the day, 18-21. Her arrest, 
trial and conviction, 22-27. Enters on editorial career, 27. 
Difference of opinion concerning her, 28-30. Quotations from 
her paper without due credit, 31. The Dorretts, 14, 31. Money 
from Congress in lieu of pension, 32. Closing years, 33. Place 
of interment, 34. The causes for which she stood, 35-37. 

Royall, William 7-10 

Rozier, Mr 223 

St. Gemme, Mr 176 

St. Hilaire, Mr 169 

Sandiford, Mr 90 

Saul, John A., Communication by 38 

Scott, Mr., 90, 101, 102, 103, 105, 106, 107, 108, 110, 112, 113, 115, 116, 
123, 125, 153, 157, 161, 169, 190, 192, 196, 209, 211, 222, 224, 225. 

Scott, Mrs 132, 138, 179, 192, 212, 219, 220, 226 

Scott, Miss 94, 104, 107, 132, 212 

Scott, Miss Kitty 190 

Scott, Miss Mary 192, 219 

Semmes ( tavern-keeper) 107 

Semmes, Mr 113 

Servants 108, 109, 170, 173, 185, 186, 215, 224 

Bet and Lucy, 139. Boy as waiter, 210. Daniel, 134, 155, 162, 
196, 212, 217. Daniel, his wife and child, 106, 107, 147. Iris, 
108, 163, 188, 211. Irishman (as gardener), 212. Jack, 217. 
Jerry, 133, 136, 206. Jesse, 196. Joe, see Index. John (the 
gardener), 116, 143. John (from Marlboro*), 141, 142, 148. 
Little Joe's father, 127. Lucy, 206. Nick, 96, 189, 190, 194 
105. Peter, 146, 147. Randall, 116, 117. Sally, 211. William 
and l^tsy, 139. William, 147. 
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Shaw, Mr 92, 152, 201, 208 

Shaw, Mrs 135, 141, 143, 144, 146, 147, 197, 198 

Shops and stores, 99, 109, 114, 118, 135, 141, 146, 149, 152, 168, 172, 

175, 181, 192, 199, 203, 208, 209, 213, 215, 217, 219. 

Sim, Col. (Bladensburg) 145 

Simm, Mr. (Bladensburg) 184 

Simmes, J 128 

Simmons, Mr 167, 175, 191 

Simmons, Mrs 197, 199, 215 

Simons, Madame 1 99 

Simpson, Mr. ( Farrier) 210 

Sims, Col 209 

Sims, Jesse (Alexandria) 157, 158 

Skidmore, Messrs. Paul and I. (New York) 124 

Skywin, Mr. (Philadelphia) 142 

Smallwood, Mr 154 

Smith, Gen 219 

Smith, J. Henley, Gift of, to Library of Congress 88 

Smith, Mr 218 

Smith, Mrs 210 

Smith, Mr. and Mrs 204, 212 

Smith, Miss (niece to Mrs. John Adams) 213, 214 

Smith, Samuel H 212 

Smith, The Misses 95 

Steele, Mr 211 

Stephens, Mr 181 

Stevenson, Mr 165 

Stewart (Stuart) 163, 164, 166, 175, 187, 191, 214, 218 

Stewart, Mrs. and the Misses 183 

Stickney, Mr., 200, 202, 207, 208, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 

218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 226, 226. 

Stickney, Mrs 206 

Stoddert, Mr., 92, 101, 104, 107, 113, 126, 129, 134, 161, 162, 165, 171, 

172, 173, 196, 204, 208, 211, 214, 217, 225. 

Stoddert, Mr., Jr 162 

Stoddert, Mrs 166, 158, 165, 209 

Stoddert, Miss 165, 209 

Stoll, Mrs 199 

Stoll, Mr. and Mrs 200 

Stone, Gen 188, 211 

Stone, Gov 163, 187 

Stone, J. H 108 

Stone, Mr 122, 124, 166, 163, 201 

Stott, Mrs 103 
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8tott, Mr. and Mrs 198 

8tribling, Mr 104 

bugar, refinery for 94 

Drug in Liverpool market 122 

Tavern, room at, 219. In Georgetown, 166, 167. Little, 158. 

Mcl>aughlin'g 152, 154, 190. Rhoad's, 161. Stelle's (StelPs), 

198, 199, 204, 215. Tunnicliff's, 102, 106, 118, 135, 141, 151, 

154, 161, 163, 213. Union, 99, 159, 171, 178. 
Tayloe, Mr., 92, 105, 107, 113, 116, 117, 131, 133, 138, 161, 168, 203, 205, 

215, 217. 

Tayloe, John 99 

Taylor, Mr 188 

Templeman, Mr 94, 100, 108, 111, 123, 130, 149, 161, 187, 215 

Templeman, Mrs 149, 158, 187 

Theatre, in Great Hotel, 177, 178, 180; 1st play, 182, 183. 184, 185. 188, 

189, 190, 191, 192, 193. 

Thom, Mr 205 

Thomas, Mr. (M. C.) 212 

Thomas, Miss ( Annapolis) 95 

Thomason, CoL (Tortola) 96, 122, 'l23, 160, 171, 173, 213 

Thomason, I. B 201 

Thomason, Mrs 173 

Thomason, Mrs. Maria 07, 213 

Thomason, Mr. and Mrs 100 

Thomson, Hugh (Baltimore) lOS 

Thomson, Lieut 103 

Thornton, Anna Maria Brodeau ( Mrs. \Vm. Thornton ) , Biograph- 
ical data, 89. Diary of, 89-226. Ascends to top of Capitol, 
124. Borrows jacket pattern, 219. Calls on Mrs. John Adams, 
213. Cleans plaster of Paris figure, 153. Copies anthem, 226. 
Cuts of neck of decanter with poker, 217. Drawing, 91, 93, 
101, 102, 106, 164, 176, 177, 194, 203, 211, 223. Embroidering, 
96, 97, 99. Ill, 125, 126. Makes curUins for wagon, 175; 
draught-table, 196; trimming, 204. Netting, 101, 103, 126, 133, 
135, 139, 195. Painting, 116, 117. Plays backgammon, 212, 
213, 214, 224; draughts, 210, 214, 223; the piano, 111, 132, 141, 
144, 146, 149, 154, 157, 163, 164, 165, 167, 168, 175, 179, 183, 
184, 189, 190, 211, 225. Preserving, 194, 195. Quilting, 134, 

190, 191, 197, 201, 204. Reading, 97, 99, 101, 102, 104, 106, 
109, 111, 113, 114, 116, 132, 133, 134, 137, 156, 159, 164, 166, 
183, 184, 185, 188, 190, 192, 194, 195, 196, 200, 203, 206, 208. 
210, 211, 212, 223, 226. Receives present of china, 168. Sends 
present of ice, 101. Sewing. 90. Tenth anniversary of her 



\ 



'I' 



Index. 273 

wedding, 200, Tries miniature painting, 222. Visits Mount 
Vernon, 173. Writes verses, 223. 

Thornton, Major 178, 179, 206, 206 

Thornton, Major and Mrs 166, 182 

Thornton, Major P 178 

Thornton, Mr 207 

Thornton, Mr. (Secretary to Mr. Liston) 212 

Thornton, Mrs 218, 219 

Thornton, Mr. and Mrs 205, 207, 219, 220 

Thornton, Mrs. Jack 150 

Thornton, Miss 109, 150, 182, 183, 184, 205 

Thornton, Miss Charlotte 185 

Thornton, Miss Jane (Lancaster, £ng.), 

97, 106, 136, 147, 171, 173, 192, 200, 203, 214, 216 

Thornton, Presley 171, 178, 222 

Thornton, P 197 

Thornton, Mrs. P 205, 207 

Thornton, Mr. and Mrs 206 

Thornton, Dr. William, 88, 89. Superintends the building of Gen. 
Washington's houses, 90. Lays out an oval communication be- 
tween Senate room and gallery, 91. Uses influence to have a 
place of interment provided for Mrs. Washington, 92. Tries to 
obtain employment for a friend, 94. Garden, etc., for Presi- 
dent's house, 101, 119. Draws plan for house; attends meeting 
to arrange for showing proper respect to memory of Washing- 
ton, 102. Is notified of insolvency of Mr. Chorley, 108. Attends 
Washington obsequies as Commissioner, 110. Sets price on one 
of his city lots, 113. Goes to Mount Vernon, 114, 173. His 
purchases at Mount Vernon auction sale, 115. Begins plan for 
houses to be built by the Carrolls, 116, 117. Requested to draw 
plan for Catholic church in Baltimore, 121. Makes 3 grind- 
stones; engages log of maple, 125. Requested to make design 
for medal, visits professionally a niece of Washington's, 126. 
Returns in severe storm, 127. HI from exposure to the sun, 
131. Offers to mortgage his farm, 132. Finds no one at Cus- 
tom House, 138. Receives pamphlet from Thos. Jefferson, 139. 
Vaccinates servants, 139. Visits Marlboro', attends sale, 141. 
Goes with a party to the public scales, 144. Calls on President; 
afterwards walks with him to Capitol, 151. Dines with the 
President, 152, 153, 154. Entertains distinguished guests, 156. 
211. Invites Mr. Winstanley to stay with him, 162. Portrait 
l)egun, 165. Ser\es as jurj-man, 169. Plays backgammon, 174, 
181, 208, 212, 213, 215, 216, 218, 220, 223. Plans house for 
Mr. Lewis, 175. Letter concerning Yellow Fever, 179. Copies 
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